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TOTHfi 

BUKE OJFMEBFORB. 

LETTER I. 
My Lord^ ' 



X HE blood of a Russell, shed for his co6titry^s frecf- 
dom, was not, we believe, shed in vain. The remem- 
brance of Such an event might not, it is true, have been 
necessary towards forming thfe Russells of the present 
day, to what we have seen them; beqause iilora(ity> a 
sound understanding, and the right exercise of that un- 
derstanding, ought to be of themselves sufficient to 
make a man the friend of liberty, and a promoter of the 
happiness of his species: but doubtless a zest is given to 
patriotism, when it recalls to public recollection an 
illustrious ancestor, who, for the eminencie of his vir- 
tue, fell a Sacrifice to the malice of a tyrant, and the 
profligacy of his satellites. 

I address you, my Lord, and in your person I wish to 
address whatever is independent and high-minded of 
the nobility and gentry of our land ; whatever there is 
among them of public spirit, or even of ordinary pru- 
dence, or of regard for posterity ; since my subject is 
not only the present state of the nation, but to what that 
nation must rapidly degenerate, unless the counsels of 
Better times be again resorted to ; and c(i^rcgarded, but 
dound maxims of government be once more revived. 

A *REE STATE, IS A STATE SEL'F-GOVERNED. Sucb 

a state suffers not weak or wicked ministers, after proof 
of incapacity or of perfidy, to continue in the manage- 
ment of its affairs ; and consequently, is not likely to 

'A 
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fall under any great calamity ; much less into a condi* 
' tion to inspire with despondence intelligent and reflect* 
ing citizens. But the calamities of England, my Lord# 
are manifold and severe; and despondence is now but 
too common a feelipff among u$: and seeing, indeed 
that the m«gfiitude of eur diffie«liies and dangers^ and 
the gloominess of our prospects, are the frequent topics 
of our ablest statesmen in public debate, we are imperi- 
ously called on, not only to make ourselves acquainted 
with the true state of the nation, but also with the real 
causes of that state ; that so we may rightly understand 
by what means our evils can be removed, and our con- 
dition amended, ^s bad ministers cannot long make 
part of a good government, if evil government have 
been of long Continuance, then we shall assuredly find, 
that, bad as the conduct of ipipister3 m»y havi9 beefi^ 
their dismission will 11^ a ppint of but secondary consi- 
deration^ for their past misman^ement^ must oe coo- 
sidered as a nectnary effect, more properly tb^n as a 
sole catise? But indeed, when th^ state machine is out 
of order, our primary consideration ought ev^r to be, 
the CONSTITUTION of our government; — that ou which 
it depends, whether we are, or are not, members of *^ a 
yREE STATE ?" or dp, or do not, enjoy political liberty 
— that only pouible security against mtsgovemment ! 

It certainty is not possible to know the state of the 
nation, unless we know whether it be, or be not, go- 
verned agreeably to the principles of the constitu- 
tion : it is not possible to understand the state of the 
nation, unless we examine in what degree, more or I^ss, 
or whether at all, we are members of. 'a free state,' 
actually possessing, and practically exercising the 
rights of free men : npr without ascertaining what, or 
where, are the deficiencies (if any) in our freedom- 
Such then ar^ the ideas on which the present inquiry 
will be conducted; and I think it right to giv^ in tho 
outset this explanation, as well as to apprize my rea* 
ders, that strong as is my hostility tp the present mini- 
ster, I date not the origip of the worst evils of the st^te, 
from the period of his elevation to power ; but from, 
sources anterior to his existence; sources however 
which, in writing for truth and freedom, for our coun* 
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irj and )>o8teritj;i it t§ neeeasafy to trace* Bat, under 
ail the eircomstances relative io thai anteripr existence 
of evils, their cotninuaacs utidei^ his administratioii, so 
far from furnishing matter of extenaatioli^ most heap 
ebals of fire oii his bead. *^ Where there is a regular 
^' sdfheme of operations carried oo, it is the ^em/and 
'' not any tndi vidaal person who acts in it^ thai is truly 
" dangeroos." l 

But if a minister '' patsf himself in the way to otn 
*' struct reformation^ thea the faalts ia the system in^ 
'^ staiSitly become his own." ^ 

I mean not to be elaborate^ but rather to sketch than 
painl; rather to hint than argne;, and indeed this whole 
letter will not be so ionf as many parliamentary speeek* 
es on much inferior topics: if in the misefieii of oar 0€m^ 
dition there be not argnments to coovittce, nor in the 
magnitude of our danger elo<}aence to influence the 
wilH in vain should I attempt to persuade. 

While the titUc cf tkt natiom is under conteiifplaiion, 
the sabject naturally branches into internal Hfid itdUf^ 
nBl\ but as on they^iwi of a government, and on the 
ability or inability, the integrity or the perfidy with 
which it is esecuted, more than ^ on external €fircam-» 
stances, depends prosperity or the reverse^ so the ikUr^ 
nal state of the nation most d^nands our attention. Fo^ 
rei^n wars^ how mnch soever they come under the de^* 
scription oi tMteriutl circumstances, will generaUy be 
found to have originated- in some internal defect bt 
vice; and aie in no small degree prolific of ^A^efnir/eviK 

The two foreig^a wars which are the most proidinent 
features of the present cKsasirous reign^ meaning that 
with JmeHea, and the present war^ (cotisideHug it to 
have comfneneed iji 1793) and whic^h bate in an enti^ 
nent degree ooatrtbuted to the present ttate of the nm* 
tion, aaxi cB9e$ in point as strong as history can afford. 
It is not merely to avoid eomplexity in my sti^eMene, 
but from the nature and reason of the case, that the hn 
mentioned of these wars is here consideried as still in 
exiafeoce. Had indeed our ministers^ t^^ther with a 

1 Burke oa the cause of the pressnt discoatei^ts. Sd. edit. 
1770, p. 89. 3 Ibid. p. 13. 
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discovery of their error in going to war^ united the vir- 
tue of curing our internal ins, they might in my humble 
judgment, long since have ne*gociated a safe, an ho- 
nourable and a durable peace, i 

Defensive as the present war has long been, and sick 
of it as all parties are become, men are restrained by 
different motives from freely speaking their opinions, 
or taking decisive measures for putting an end to it. 
There is a natural feeling which disinclines a brave na- 
tion that is at war, from expressing a desire for peace,' 
when it cannot be made with triumph and ^lory ; and 
we are as naturally backward in making acknowledg- 
ments, which a vain enemy would be flattered by hear- 
ing. There is also a natural as well as prudent reluc- ' 
tance in not unnecessarily, and before it becomes a po- 
sitive duty, exposing the weakness of public counsels^ 
But the present comparative silence and inaction of the 
great body of the nation, chiefly results from the state 
of parties, and from a deficiency of magnanimity among 
that considerable proportion of the higher classes in soci- 
ety, who, by fallacious appearances, fraud and delusion, 
were once drawn into the vortex of the present minis- 
ter's political machinations; and who, notwithstanding 
the consciousness they must now feel of- having been 
imposed upon,the disappointment of their expectations, 
and their ultimate discovery of the wide difference there 
is, between an accomplished orator and a profound 
statesman, have not yet the candour to shew a change 
of sentiment, by a change of conduct. 

From such causes, among others, it is, that the pre- 
sent war has not yet received the final reprobating 
stamp of public opinion ; and indeed it would more be- 
come the nation, and would probably sooner produce a 
peace, if instead of clamouring against the war^^t were 
to raise its voice in reprobation of the minislfv: with 
whom it originated, but Who can neither conduct it, 
nor conclude it. When we complain of ministers, there 
aje courtly persons who talk of a royal prerogative, 
which, in respect to the appointment, or the continu- 
ance, or the change of ministers, is omnipotent; and 

1 See England's iF.gis xxvij, 58, 152, 158. 
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they would have us believe^ that this prerogative is not 
of a political^ bat a personal character* But the cod- 
stitution aud law of England know nothing of personal 
prerogatives; and if political^ or legal prerogatives^ be 
exercised '' to the grievance or dishonour of the king- 
^* dom, the parliament will call the advisers to a just 
*' and severe account;" for " if discretionary power 
'^ be abused to the public detriment^ such prerogative is 
" exercised in an. unconstitutional manner.'' i And the 
minister who should hold his office to the public injury, 
in defiance of public opinion, must unquestionably be 
considered as the king's adviser to continue him^ and 
highly criminal as such; and to hold his office after a 
solemn address of either boose of parUament^ would as 
unquestiopably be an impeachable offence. Whenever 
therefore addresses shall nianifest to the king^ that in 
the. opinion of his people, the continuing in his service 
any of his ministers, would be ^' to the grievance or dis- 
'* honour of the kingdom/' we may be well assured, his 
Majesty would remove such ministers, without waiting 
for addresses of a more solemn nature. 

.Now, with regard to the first of the two disastrous 
wars of this reign, that with America, the passions and ' 
prejudicSes which gave it birth, and so long continued it 
*^ to the grievance and dishonour of the kingdom," 
having now subsided, the verdict of the nation, at this 
time decidedly condemns that war as having been, on 
the part of England, glaringly unjust in its principle, 
and equally unwise in the view of its policy ; a preg- 
nant instance for shewing the insolidity of the argu- 
ments in favour of reposing confidence in men, merely 
because our sovereign has made them ministers. The 
time however came, when the people, ceasing to have 
confidence in the author and conductor of lYieAmerican 
war, their opinion was made known to his Majesty, and 
the minister was removed. In the opinion of Mr. Jourke, 
there is a " necessity of having some better reason, in 
'* a free country^ and a free parliament^ for supporting 
' the ministers of the crown, than that short one, 
^' That the king has thought proper to appoint them. 

\ Blacks. Com. I« 252, 253, 272. 
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** There is gometliiDg \en courtly in this. < But it i« » 
'' principle pregnant witn all sorts of miicbi^# in a 
** constitution like ourfi* to turn the views of active meB 
** from the country to the court."* XiOt tbc^n those 
inert children of patriotism^ who now look on the x^ 
xnoval of the present mliMster^ during the. continuance 
of the present reign, as a hopele^fi case, consider what 
sort of a compliment they pav the JB^gitsi constitution* 
and the £ngu$h nation ; and let them no longer talk 
nonsense^ as an excusie for idleness. 

* Tbouffht3 oa th« Csuse of the presf nt DiKonlea^; p. 4^ 
JW. 1770. 



LETTER 11. 



Mt Loed^ 



X HE true cause of either of these wars cannot be 
rightly explained, nor can we beneficially undeffsta<nd 
how tney have iointly occasioned the present Siat4 of 
the iJati(m, ^vithout adverting to those pri$mplei efga^ 
mrnmeni, which sprung t^ near ^ throne, from the 
moment on which it iimes ascended by hi$ present Majesty; 
principles whiqh, intiie same quarter, ccmtinue to this 
day in full force. 

The defenceless condition to which English Liberty^ 
and consequently EngUsh Property, through a decay 
of BEPRKS£KTATio|(, was, in h^x, 9k the time of the 
acoession reduced, was but too t^karly seen by those to 
whom we owe the principles of governnAent to which I 
allude ; and it required no more than their measure of 
capacity to diaeov^, that heiie was ready orepared to 
their hands a {ever, whereby, whatever stood in the way 
of their desiena might be overturned, provided only 
those principles touldl be made to take root in ^e royal 
mind. *' Parliament was indeed the great object of 
'^ all these poKtics, the end atwbieb they aimed, as 
'^ well as the instrument by which they were to oper- 



Digitized by 



3y Google 



^ kte/'t To <B€ ddrfjfc ol^ecf, thefrefore o/ prejudi- 
dn^ t\m roj$i thini, and making partiameAt their in- 
mrn^HBm^ atttbeir art was directed^ and alt their powers 
^ ifilmkiatioft were applied. The two preceding sove- 
feigni of the house of Drunswick'^ bad tor the most part 
ke^ near their persons^ and taken into their counsels, 
dheiogiltshed individuals of those lUastrious families, 
W»feF6, ^^ constitutional principles, bad favoured the call 
at their faiftiily to the throne ; a^ indeed persons holding 
such primciples, seemett the most proper supports of a 
Avone i^ founded. 

This whig ascendancy, was artfully represented as 
eeliysine royalty ; and, indeed every thing among the 
ajdtfent families savouring of united action, or of supe* 
rior claims to consultation, was misrepresented as an in- 
croadtaoient on prerogative^; and it was insinuated, that 
» king wao no king, unless, according to the dictates of 
Impersonal will, he could elevate or depress, advance 
or discard, his ministers an(^ official servants at his plea- 
iure. How far a rooted prejudice against the persons of 
ttie Whigs, and by an easy transition against the prin- 
•i^es of whigism, was in fact thus implanted, can only 
ht ^dged ^foy escperieme ; but certain it is, that whig, 
wf ^onstitutiotfa) principles, have not found favour at 
eewt at atty period of the present reign ; and how lon^ 
any whig mifnister, who did not abandon his principles, 
Jhaa been able to keep Jn place, need not be pcMuted out. 

In » prince who receives wrong impressions, there 
may be m> blame ; opinion is involuntary ; and indeed, 
considering the education of princes, it seems a sort of 
miracle, when they think justly on the subject of their 
own power : but heavy lies responsibility on those who, 
either originallj cause, or traitorously continue, any 
•violation of public right, which deprives the constitu- 
tion of its conservative and controuling powers ; as well 
as on those, who, under such circumstances of the con-. 
sdtntion, through flattery* and falsehood, pervert the 
mindff of princes, so as to endanger the very foundation 
of a good government, to '' the grievance and dishonour 
ofthekmgdomr 

1 Thoughts on the' Cause of the present Discontents, p, 06« 
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Those who took an early part in depreciating tbe na« ^ 
tural and proper supports or legitimate sovereignty, in 
our limited government, and in misrepresenting them 
as improper checks and incroacbments on the personal 
prerogatives of the sovereign, were pleased, to stile 
themselves The king's friends, although others, thought 
them the king*s worst enemies. But the efficient few, to 
whose sycophancy and insidious whisperings, the secret 
springs of court counsels were attributed, were not un^o 
aptly denominated the faction behind the throne. 

Wise and generous statesmen, my Lord, contemplate 
the nation they govern as a moral soil, to be cultivated 
for the production of order, virtue, industry, art, science, 
genius, freedom, and happiness ; ever considering tax^ 
ationj beyond what is necessary ,to those ends, as an 
evil ; ana peace, dis a blessine to be sought and cherish- 
ed with a pious care and solicitude: and it is material 
to observe, that it is not so much in a nation ofsupe* 
rior science and virtue, as under a government of supe- 
rior freedom, that such statesmen both naturally spring 
up, and as naturally become selected. Even in our 
own days, and in a nation by no means equal to our 
own in intellectual attainments, nor its superior in mo-» 
ral excellence, we have seen three such statesmen in 
succession, filling an uninterrupted period of more than 
tweiity years, chosen to preside in equality of supreme 
magistrate over several millions of men, and the largest 
territory in the world, in the persons of Washington, 
Adams^i and Jefferson ; and, when we reflect on the ge^ 
nuine and substantial representation in their parliaments, 
which the Jmerican people enjoy^ it is extreme!}' dif- 
ficult to imagine, how any statesman of a diflerent de- 
scription should ever be placed at the head of their af- 
fairs. 

Of an opposite character to such men as these, there 
is a gross-minded, and sordid kind of state rulers, for — 
statesmen they cannot be called, — who contemplate 
the moral condition of a people, with no other view 
than that of securing their obedience ; and the inteU 
lectual or physical capacities of a nation, no otherwise 

1 See his character in de Rochfaucault Liancourt's Travels. 11. 
p, 124. 
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than as they can be made productive of taxes and mer^ 
^cenary solijliers; of such state rulers, tt^ar is the favou- 
rite eniployment, because to them and their supporters 
it is gainful. In whatever country men of this stamp 
bear sway^ there can be no such things be forms and 
appearances what they may^ as real legislative repre- 
sentation 

Immediately after the peace of 1763, the factiom 
behind the throne, immoral and short sighted, greedy 
and rash, eagerly sought to establish an extensive and 
fruitful scheme of' revenue, by taxing Jmerica in the 
parliament of the mother country ; in which the colonists 
had not any representation;^ and the system in the 
year following was still improved upon by the passing 
of their famous Stamp Act ,-s when, in consequence 
of the tempest which thereupon immediately blew from 
across the Atlantic, these snail-like spoilers,, whoi^e 
feelers were then more tender and sensible than they 
have since been, instantly shruuk back within their 
shell, until the storm should blow over, and they might 
again sally forth to devour. 

But, that the consistency of the faction might be pre- 
served, and the JVhigs be betrayed into measures that 
should at once injure their own reputation as friends of 
liberty, aud sanction the favourite system, a hypocriti- 
cal affectation was played off at court, as if the faction 
aud their principles had fallen into disfavour, and the 
reins of government were put into the hands of the 
Marquis of Rockingham. The new ministry, intent on 
favouring freedom by substantial acts, and to that end 
not even refusingto iiatter despotism by whatthey might 
think mere empty words, readily accompanied their re- 
peal of the Stamp Act with the passing of the Declara* 
tory Act;^ by which means, in the same breath that 
they denied the expediency, they asserted the right, of 
an English parliament to tax an American people. Thui 
were the ffhigs not only made the cat's paw for putting 
out the colonial fire, but duped also into the fatal mea- 
sure, of laying down by act of parliament, a false^and 

1 See 4 Geo. III. c. 15 ; alio Appeal civ. and mil, on Omstitu- 
Hon, p. 9. 2 5 GeQ. III. c. 12. 8 6 Geo. III. c. 12. 
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tyrannons principle^ ei)tiaHy senriceabte for mihfttiing 
ijbc liberties^ ettber of Amtrka or of England, tbe eo^ 
lonies^ or tbe mother country, as opportunrttes ^ould 
present tbemaelires ; wberefa^ the taction behind the 
tbtom, and tbeir aUtes tktrfaction of the Borou^, might 
be gratified with the plaader of tbeir conatrjr. 



LETTER III- 



Mt Lobb^ 

/ 

J|T may 'not be mwivtbr of yoar Ghnace's obsenra- 
ttofl)^ bow dangerous it is ror the real friends of liberty 
ever to repose potitreat and unreserved confidence in 
men, however aWe or specious^ however learned or ap- 
parently moral, if there be rooted in tbe heart a bigpt- 
ted attachnient to arbitrary principles of governmient. 
Lord Mockingkenn had at this time in his confidence, 
one, who was an adroit reconciler of contradictions* 
The political adventurer to whom I allude, whose in- 
most soul was adverse to the^ rights and liberties of his 
species, had unfortunately been inlisted into the Whig 
corps, with whose genuine creed his consequently was 
at variance. Although this gentleman, was at that 
time nothing higher than the ministers private secre- 
tary;! yet, from hia extraordinary abilities, h«d we 
not bis .€Mrn ssbsequent declaration, it may easily 
be believed, that ^ in the counsels of 1766, he had 
^ his full share/'^ and particularly in- framing an act 
which was the very expression of his own sentiments, 
and according to the manner of his own policy. I can*- 

1 See his Speech on' 19tii April, 1774, p. 5(5. 

2 The reference to Mr. Burk^t authority for these wor^s it mis- 
laid, but see also his speech on 19th. of April, 1774, p. 96. '^ I 
r bonetsly aad solemnly declare, I have ia all seaaona adhered to 
" the system of 1766/' 
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aM attrSnilc the Dtilarni^ry Mt, asitifting that wbieb 
18 the very eomptiidittm of despotism^ to ihe sponta- 
neous motion of Lord Rockiagham*$ own mind ; nor 
ean 1 believe^ that, unless he had been acted apon by 
one who had acquired an irresistible ascendant over bis 
judgment^ he could have made such a compromise with 
the faction behind the throne : and the event made 
it certain^ that the compromise was a mere error in 
judgment on a question in the science of govern* 
ment, and not a sacrifice of principle for keeping his 
place ;for^ no sooner had he got the faction behind 
tie throne out of their American scrape^ and through 
the evil counsel of a friend^ whose fundamental prin- 
ciple of government and theirs was precisely the same^ 
laid the foundations they wanted for their futuie pro- 
ceedings> than they instantly^ and with very little oere- 
mony> removed him and his friends frotp^the ministry; 
to inake room for men more in favour at court. A 
successor in the Treasury superseded him on the 2d. 
dayof August in thai year. 

xhings in America, were now^ however, for some 
time suffered to go on without any new irritation, ,while 
the people there could not but view with a jealous eye, 
the upoualtfied assertion of the Declaratory Act, and 
while the court faction here were again preparing for 
a revival of their scheme with as much wickedness, as 
in calculating tbeir means,, they betrayed a want of 
' knowledge and discernment. It is plain however^ that 
the war with America, which afterwards followed, had 
its origin in those principles of government which sprung 
up near the throne, at the time of his Majestjf's acces^ 
sion ; principles which have ever since beea prevalent, 
and, as ahready noticed, continue to this day. in full 
force. But, not intending to gt> into any historical de- 
tail, suffice it here to say, that the people of Engksi 
America, descendants q( Englishmen, and prizing the 
EngUsh Constitution then in their possession, some* 
what more than it has since been prised by Englishmen 
themselves, had the virtue to resist ; and that that vir* 
tne received its reward ; for bv their resistance -they se* 
' cared on the most solid founciations that Uberty, whidi 
a base and corrupt faction in this country, lurecUby the 
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prospect of American plunder^ attempted to wrest from 
them. Nor shall I farther indulge in a transition which 
here naturally presents itself^ than merely to notice the 
transfer which has since been made by the faction be- 
hind the throne of the system of war and pillage^ from 
the strong-minded Americans to the feeble-minded 
Asiatics. 

If it shall any more be said^ that the American war^ 
was in its outset the war of the people^ nor became un- 
popular until it became disastrous^ let it be replied^ that 
the people have been peculiarly unfortunate, to have 
been &rst robbed of a constitutional representation, and 
then traduced for becoming the victim of delusions im- 
posed upon them by a corrupt parliament, in league 
with a corrupt minister, aided by troops of literary hire- 
lings and dependents, paid with the people's money, for 
boldly asserting falsehoods, the very opposites of facts, 
and insidiously inculcating false principles, for betray- 
ing them into an acquiescence in the measures of that 
truly machiavelian faction. 

How, comparatively, the rulers of the two countries, 
England and America, have since employed themselves, 
the reader may in some degree imagine to himself, by 
comparing together the latest financial statements of 
Mr. Pitt and of Mr. Jefferson. Mr. Pitt, by heaping 
war upon war, is obliged to exhibit a statement in 
which it appears, that all sources of taxation upon 
consumption of every kind, and every species of ex- 
penditure, are so exhausted, that be is obliged to break 
in upon and abridge expenditure itself, by taking for 
the use of the Exchequer, after all other possible taxes^ 
a twentieth part of every man's estate,^ whether real or 
personal, until his compound taxation far exceeds (and 
now for supporting the war, is greatly more than dou- 
ble) the whole rental of the soil: and he can produce 
as I apprehend a code of taxation, now occupying in 
the statutes at large more space than all the rest of th« 
general statute laws of the realm put together> from 
magna charta to the revolution. On grievously adding 
to the already grievous stamp duties oo law proceed- . 
ingSj this man of stone, this marble hearted monster of 

1 Now considerably augmented by a new tax. 
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injustice^ coolly spoke of it as promoting public moral- 
^ty> t>y discouraging litigiousness. Yes : litigiousoess 
must indeed be at an end^ when> through the enormous 
expence of lavv^ the weak in purse shall universally be 
given up as a prey to the strong ! 

Such are the Kuits of A Court and Rotten Borough 
system of Representation ; which I cannot so well con- 
trast with tne natural effects of a genuine Constitu* 
tibnal system of Representation ; as in the words of Mr. 
Jefferson, who on the 4th of March^ 1805^ spoke to 

the two houses of the American Congress^ as follows ; 

# # * ♦ # # 

*' At home^ fellow citizens^ you best know whether 
*' you have done well or ill. The suppression of unne- 
^' cessary offices^ of useless establishments and expen-- 
'^ ces^ enabled us ^o discontinue our internal taxes, 
*' These, covering our land with oflScers, and opening 
'' our doors to their intrusions, had already begun that 
" process of domiciliary vexation, which, once enter- 
'^ tained, is scarcely to be restrained from reaching 
" successively, every article of produce and of pro- 
'' perty/' 
. « # # # # . # # 

*^ The remaining revenue on the consumption of 
" foreign articles, is paid chiefly by those who can af- 
'' ford to add/omgw luxuries to domestic comforts. 
*^ Being collected in our sea-board and frontiers only, 
*' and incorporated with the transactions of our mer- 
" cantile citizens, it may be the pleasure and pride of 
^^ an American to ask, what farmer, what mechanic, 
" what labourer, ever sees a tax-gatherer in the United 
■^ States? These considerations enable us to support 
'^ the current expences of the government, to fulfil 
" contracts with foreign nations, to extinguish the 
'' native right of soil within our limits, to extend those 
'^ limits, 1 and to apply such a surplus to our public 

1 It cost England, by not being represented in her own legisla- 
ture, a bloody war, and above one hundred and twenty mllions of' 
poundt sterlings to get rid of the present United States ; but thos^ 
States, by being so represented, cati acquire the whole country of 
Louitiana, half as extensive as their own immense territory, without 
any war, and without any expence that occasions an internal tax of 
a single farthing ! 
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^ debts^ M places at a short day their final redemption; 
^' and thai redemption once effected^ the revenue 
** thereby h'berated may, by a just repartition amon^ 
'* the states, and a corresponding amendment of the 
** comtUution, be applied in time of peace, to rivers, 
^ canals, roads, arts, mamifactores, education, and 
*^ other gl-eat objects within each state. In time of 
** war (if injustice by oarselves or others ranstsometime 
*• produce wars) increased as the same revenue will be, 
'' by increased population and consumption, and aided 
" by other resources reserved far thai crish, it may 
'* meet within the year all the expences of the year, 
•^ without encroaching on the rights of future genera^ 
** tionsj by burthening them with the debts of the past!. 
** War will then be bat a suspension of useful works; 
" ftnd a return to a state of peace, a return to the pro- 
" eress of improvement/*" 

, 1 am not, my Lord, blind to certain advantages on 
the side of Jm€rica,hut stitl, from the "very statements 
of the Chancellor of the Exchequer himself> respecting 
the operations of the sinking fund, statements that can-* 
not be contradicted, (but by an honest statesman might 
be greatly improved,)! it results, that, provided you 
could have only pbacb, your whole national debt might 
be extiibguished in a single generation. What then, 
if I may be indulged in a abort digression, are the 
means of obtaining and preserving pe ac e ? The univer- 
sal answer I presume will be, a strong government and 
an able ministry. But then comes another question: 
what mean we by a strong government? Now, to this 
question, two very different answers will be given. The 
Bub Doddingtons of the day, are at this very moment 
telling us, we must put the direction of our affairs into-, 
the hands of those men who, by theii* own boroughs, 
and those of their connections, can irresistibly com- 
mand the decisions of the house of commons; that is, 
who, by usurpation and faction, can confer on them- 
selves absolute pother; and that party leaders, who have 
hitherto been in hostility to each other, must shake 



1 Facts, by W. Morgan, ls(i. F. R. S. 
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hands; and there suMt aho be a aattable diatributton oC 
uieots for loofiaging the two hoiitea of parliament. 
Then^ say they, we shall have a Urmg g^ti^maumi, in 
which the cootineotai powera can confide for a con* 
sistent plan of co-operation; then we shall have alliAn* 
cea on which we can depend, for combined efibru to 
reduce the enormous power of France ; and then, in 
due time, we may expect sneh victories id Italy, ia 
SwitttrUmd, and in the low coantries, as will reduce tkm 
power^^and e^chanst the resources of France, until she 
will acdept of peace on terms conaistent with the safety 
of the other powers of Europe. 

But is not this to insult and to moek as? When, 
since England waa England, was there ever such una- 
nimity in parliament in support of the ministry, as du- 
ring the late confederacy against Francef When was 
there ever such treasure remitted to her allies? When 
such subsidies seot a begging round Europe for armies F 
And are we desired to act all this over again, without « 
pretence that we have now a better prospect of sue-* 
ceeding by such means, than in the former trial i, 

But, my Xrford, there is a gross fallaey in the very 
foundation of this reasoning. These wretched men, 
whose meanness of soul chains down their understan- 
dings, who, for ever surrounded with the impure and 
muddy atmosphere of corrupt policy, can see nothing 
beyond such despicable factipus operatioos, or who 
mean todeceive us by the ambiguityof a word,here con- 
found two things which are totally distinct; namely^ 
the government, and the ministry, i will avoid this con- 
fusion of ideas^ and state my own meaning, when I 
speak of a strong g^vermncnt. It can only be produced 
^by a restoration of the constitutioh, in both it^ 
branches, civil and military; and when so restoned, m 
strong minisiry, if there be any ability in the country, 
will follow as a necessary consequence. In the present 
state of the repiresentaiion of the people in parliament, 
we know by dire experience^ that the strength of the 
min^try is weakness to the government, aad debase* 
ment and misery to the nation. Although no-man was 
so averse to a constitutional representation of the peo- 
ple as Mr. Burke, yet no man has incidentally more 
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itrongly shewn its necessity. ^' Never/* sayii he '' wefe 
'^ ministers better snpported in parliament. Parliamen- 
*' tarysapnort€omesand goes with office^ totally regard-^ 
'^ less of tne man^or the merit. Is government strength" 
^ enedf It grows weaker and weaker; the popular 
^ torrent gains upon it every hour. Let us learn from 
** our experience. It is not support that is wanting to 
^^ government^ but reformation,*' i And I shall here 
also say with Mr. Burke, *' until a confidence in govern- 
^^ ment is re-established, the people ought to be exci- 
'^ ted to a more strict and detailed attention to the con^ 
'* duct of their representatives. Standards forjudging 
'* more systematically' upon their conduct, ought to be 
'' settled in the meetings of counties and corporations" 

" Frequent and correct lists of the voters in ail impor- 
'* tant questions ought to be procured." 2 

Mr. Burke*s object in saying all this was completely 
factious. lie aimed at nothing^more than to raise a 

r)pular cry, for forcing his own party into power: but 
repeat it, in hopes ot restoring the people themselves 
to that power^ wnich constitutionally belongs to them; 
and to recover which is worth their best exertions. 
With reference to the other continental nations, I 
will farther say with Mr. Burke, ^^ let the commons in 
'^ parliament assembled, be one and the same thing 
" with the commons at large. The distinctions 
'^ that are made to separate them, are unnatural and 
'' wicked contrivances. Let them be identified and 
" incorporated. Then indeed they will be truly great.. 
*' Respecting themselves, they will be respected by 

*' THE WORLD.'* 3 

Nothing can be more evident, nor is there an histo^ 
yical truth more established than this, that of all go- 
vernments, that in which the ruler and the people have 
but one interest and one inclination, is the strbngest* 
Under what form of government then is that cause of 
strength best provided for^ Doubtless under that, 
where representation is most full, fair, and complete \ 
and the duration of representative power the shortest. 

1 Thoughts on the caases of the present discontents. 2d. ed, 
by DodiUyy p. 104. 2 lb. d. 100. B See his speech on pre- 

senting his plan for official reforms. Ed. 1780. p. 92. 
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Did foreign courts want coiifideiice in Edward the 
tbird^ Henry the fifths or Elizabeth, wheo p^rliamenti 
were sessional, and when €leciion3 were nol^ corrupted ? 
Or do such courts now waat confidence in the Ameri- 
can goverpment^ althougk it consists oi rUrutem sepa- 
rate states^ the legislatures of which are annually elect* 
ed^ and even the sovereign of which holds hia office only 
for four years ? 1 But what foreign state could have 
confidence in a Richard the ^econd> wbQ qprruptedhis 
parlianient^ and was at variance! with his people? Or 
what court could confide in such a capricious wretch as 
Henry the 8th. although he managed parliaments until 
they passed a statute to d^claice his will. as binding as 
legislative acts? 

The present scheme for forming a strong ministry 
on a rotten borough foundatioQ> and acoalkionof dis* 
cordances^ is quite iu the spirit of the stupid pretences 
in the year 1716^ in favour of . septennial parJiamenta^ 
nOr were such arguments ever beard of, until the true 
constitutional principle had been set aside^ by the sta- 
tute of 6 WiUiam and Mary, c. 2. for giving parlia- 
ments. s^tAree y^ar^ continuance. B^t the doctrine of 
the Bvh Doddif^tons, to yield up our liberties^ in or-, 
der to make a ^^roiig government^ necessarily leads t<^ 
this conclusion; that the greater the despotism of any 
government, the more will it be, with all other govern- 
ments, an object of confidence; than which no propo- 
sition was ever more absurd. The government of Prm- 
sia is despotic enough, one would, think, for any reason* 
able politician of the Bub Doddington school; but 
Fruma took our subsidies against France, and then left 
us in the lurch : and^if despolism be the grand quality 
recommendatory to diplomatic confidence, we had it in 
perfection in our late magnanimous ally, the emperor 
Faul; but he too, in a freak, changed sides, and, had 
he not been assassinated, would probably have been our 
most vindictive enemy. 

It does not therefore appear, that to overturn our 
constitution,, is the right way of obtaining or of preser^ 

' ' '^ 
1. To the original thirteen sti^s, ilidre hare been added*, Maine. 
Vernoiont, Kei^tiK^y, Teoef^e, Qoitmhi^ and Missiasi|»pii 
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9ing pfiAcs. On the contrary, xht v^6m^ tbosA 
ahcMtors^ who phnned that cragfif«tioii>, and whd 0d* 
mented its fovndations with their patriot Mood^ is oof 
security, that those ends can no way io factually b^ 
secared, as ^y restoring it to full vigofar and energy. 
Keeping then in mind, that oor coiratfraTioN cc^tt*' 
sists of two distinct branches^ as stated in my nlotsoy I 
ftiust here by the way observe, that on a certain oi^ea-* 
sion> its citil Aindamental was not so properly imdtf^ 
talued, as in ftict sold for|i^iMr in prompt pdyfnmt^ by 
One who Was then as grey in d^;eeit and treaehery> M 
he was green in years and (ftve qnalittes of a mai0^6 
statesman ; whereas its miUMry fundan^ental he might 
originally have overlooked ; but after the extretne dan^ 
ger into which bis insidious and despes'ate comibeh had 
brought his country, had fol-eed ft u^ott «ho obi^rvaitidn 
Of himself and his lately reth'ed cdtieogtie, it met with 
tko other attentions than nidch as prcyv^ that, were 4i 
possible to raise merceaary soidiers in sufficient abM-* 
dance for a fall security against invasion, and to extort 
from the people taxes to pay for the MtKtary ohains of 
an immense standing ai^my, this branch of their cansti^ 
tutian would be as litrie resfyeeted as the other ; and mi 
patriot volunteers would be disarmed and treated wit4i 
public contempt, instead of the privati hatred which 
corrupt and arbitrary ministers mast> and undoubtedly 
do, at this moment bear tbem.-^^^ — Having how spoken 
Of the Amerkan war, and indulged in reflections on 
some questions of import aflce> let us advert to the pro- 
liiinent conseqneaces of that war. 



LETTER IV. 



My Loiin^ 

X HE lives sacrificed ifi that turjustifiaUe war, must 
have opntributed to have weakened our population ; 
but much more so the subsequent emigraiiotts from 
Great Britain and Ireland, in consequence of the 
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iQsreasitfg ^ifkMiItie^ 6f tnkmi^rtg. The d«bt incar-^ 
red, falls of course the heavier on those who remain; 
btft, in a mere politibal celcolMveQ of permanent ill 
eBkeCB, tke§e are trifles to the fatd consequences to 
the .itamioa of our national power and doitiiB!on> by 
liavidgiost to our navy the services of the whole body 
of AMBRieAif SfiAMBK. In ofder to undenttand the 
extcttt of this misfortttne, let ua cpmmre the satistieat 
accouTit» that have be«B published in both ooontries. 
' From the end of the war to the end of the last een* 
tary^ a period of eighteen yeergi Uie shipping <>f this 
Qoumry had increase from 1100>0p0to 1500|000 tons; 
whrk that of j^rriea in the same period, had increased 
from ifOOfiOO to 1 tOO>000 tons; or en the part' of En- 
gland AOOjdOO tons, or about 4d p«r cent, whereas on 
the part of Amenta, the increase was 600,000 tons or 
1^0 per cent. Durmg the four years> ^nd a half of the 
piiesent oemory, tiie ratio of i^elativa increase must, I 
presume, have been much mcMre to the disadvantage of 
JEngland; espeeiaUy if i«fortnalio«i: I lately received^ 
and which sti^uek a pang to my heart, was corre<^t. It 
was stated to me by a gentleman, who professed to speak 
on the authority of a f^twk patfticularfy .oenversaat 
with kie bono^ns of the «hippi«g ittierest, that ft fev 
weefas ago there was baitdtiig on th«'ba/»ks of the whole 
river Thames, one single" mekchant suit, and do 
vnote. 

Now, eaicolating for the AMBHrcA'^ shippii^ 5f 
men to every buiidiied tonity then their seamen at the 
dose of the centuiy amounted do $iMy tkoumndjive 
hundred; t hating increased sinee the war, thirty three 
thomand; to which add otily « f^Kirth part ci that num^ 
ber for the foiirth part of eighteen years, the number 
would then be Mty- eight tmuumd two hundred ^md 
fifty; bcvt as the lacvease has doubckits be^n, not in am 
ariUKDCtic proportion to Ifhe former period: but in a 
maeii more 4>perative rati^i, the seamen oi America 

1 By ft «tBUsticai tabte with W^ich I ^wa be«a ffvroured, I lud 
tlMvinniber Do be ceo^ukttiWy under ^ truepn^j ^rit^pyeMf 
th«ti4itl79&^ (b< i^)pilMir.f|^<9l<«iea was 63,^.00* 
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ought not now to be ettisMtteid at fewer than eighttf 
thousand. 

Considering the scrutiniztBg discussions which have 
so long engaged the public attention, it is not. to be 
imagined tnat if I should incidentally mention Lord 
MemlUy either here or in other parts of this work, it 
can* create any prejudice in the minds of the Judges 
who are to try him upon speci6c charges^ a judgment 
upon which must depend as a proof of facts. The wrir- 
ter never can admit that, in pleadibg the cause of his 
deeply-injured country, he is not to give effect to his 
argument, by naming a person whose general counsels 
have been pernicious, merely because that person hap- 
pens to lie under accusatioafor. specific acts, for which 
he; is to be tried. . But on. the present occasion, the 
friends of Lord M. have, furnished a strong reason 
why the writer should not shun the mention of his 
name. Mr. Pitt^ and many others, even hundreds in 
the house of Commons have acted, as if under a convic- 
tion that Lord M. has not committed any crime, and 
almost only a trivial inadvertency; and there has ap- 
peared andongst them no small desire to see him again 
restored to power. This being the case, there can be 
no objection to our making a due estimate of his for- 
mer counsels, and shewing what have been the fatal 
oonsequences. 

Let those then who, with Lords Liverpool and Mel-' 
ville, shared in the pernicious coimsels, or abetted the 
measures, which dissolved iogr oncie glorious and happy, 
but delicate union with Jmerica, now make to their 
country the best atonement in their power, by a fu-. 
ture adherence in England, to that great, prominent, 
sacred principle of the constitution, which then they 
attempted to violate in America; that, whereby tax-* 
ation\and nepreseniation are. inseparably united? To 
the wrilier <>f these pages it is now a source of satisfac 
tion, which neither court honours nor official wealth 
could bestow, that, more than thirty-one years ago, and 
anterior to the .^i7ifnc/zn war, he recommended through 
the medium of the press, a le^slative declaration of 
American independanee on parliament, and a voluntary 
federal union between that country and England, un- 
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^rthe crown which then was coihmofi to both;' on a 
simple plan^ amply providing against the present ill 
Gon&eauences to this coi>ntry^ tromthe'fatal separation. 
Had that temperate and reasonable counsel been then 
attended Uo, the shipping, the seamen, the strength, 
and prosperity of America^ would at this- time have 
•been Jn effect the shipping, the seamen, the strength 
and prc^perlty of England; and such policy naturally 
prodacing a train ot events, very different from whiit 
w^ have since experienced, it is not probable that, had 
we sOfivoided the American war, and so improved our 
American connection, wfe should now liav e seen the 
shipping, the seamen, the strength of Holland^ Belgi- 
um, Spain, Genoa, and all /fa/y, augmenting the power* 
o( France; nor wotild there have been in any English- 
man's mind, place for the anxiety which must now bfe 
felt by every friend of his fcouniry on viewing the state 
of the nation, as exposedto the -attempts of its enemies, 
even ujjon its own ^or^s: but on the' icon t^any, the ob- 
servation made to the author by pne of *the unwilling 
founder's of the Atfiefienn republic, woUld 'have been 
verified; fbat the »«ieeid>counti-ie& would Ubereby havfe 
been placed, with th^irriesistible mietfns of commanding 
peace>.at the head of- tHe olvilizedWorld*^'* Comparing 
Astti^itioo so enviable ahd so'glorions, -inwhioh we 
mighttby ordififkry prudeiM^e haVei soon ^be^n in the 
sBaodeBitbation in respect of'iUdtkHon, asthai;w<hich Mr; 
J^4lfrs0n'lately;4innoti6fO«d'^o the people of America, 
with the ipeiiions sittiation ih which- the nation now 
«ta«ids, staggerirng'tinder a d<ibt of between sii: and is&ueh 
hundred iiiiiUom,we>ms^^i^)iih the high importancip of 
cin^tutiomLiprineiplf^ymA' of strict political ifitegrity; 
aiid'fh^i low-estiinfWIic^ iW^ wtM eh seli^imfyonaiit speech^ 
Inaking,.^and inti>ig(»{ttw^stft<e^eh, who are corruptly 
subservient 'to a fopttm^'Mhifid' ilie tkrom, calling 
themselvses rtd King*^' friends, or treacherously sub- 
servient to kings themselves, ought to be held ; for by 
this retrospect we shall have reason to conclude, that, 
by the adoption, or by the rejt^ctiopj of a single politi- 
cal principle as a rule of government, it shall depend 
whether a people are to become the greatest, or the 
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mankiod. 

It 19 with a melaocholy reoieinbrsince of th€ inflii*- 
€nce of the human pa8dloQ9,.to obscure the plainest 
truths in the science of civil ^v^rnment, that eveo 
amongst the parliacoeiitary ppposers of the American 
war, the writer does not . recollect any but the Barl of 
Abingdon, and Mr. David HurtUy, and latterly the 
Duke of Richmond, who opposed that war anrudicalfy 
nryuBt in principle, and a^ striking at the root of our 
own constitution ; nor any on? of them except Mr. 
^ar^/ey^who made kt^own tohin^ his approbation of the 
plan of free union^ above^'mentionisd ; although the au« 
thor had industriously used lueatisof making it kno«rn 
to the members of both houses of parlianieot -^s for that 
king of sophistry, that eierjsal dealer in tlie cootradic* 
tions which necessarily flow from uttempting to com«- 
bine invet^i^ate theoretic despotism^ with chimerical 
notions of practical, good governments who " hai bis 
full share in the QQun^ls ot 1766," it was his pride and 
Jiis boaf^t, tbdt througibQut the dispute with Jmmca, he, 
more than any other individiiMiW»ember of the house 
of commons^ wa^ the champioD of that right, I the aai- 
sertion of whiph>}Wa$ tliei latal: cause of so mucKmis*' 
chief, AocMr^ed be such pretences to poUtioat iwis* 
4om ! But whatever Engli^tmsn ip particular may hyavis 
suffered fromthos^flubtteties^ which not funty then oot'* 
rupted the whig creed, but which afterwards alsacaasf^ 
a great apQsta4Qy;or,wbatever JEmropcam in general may 
have suffered from eloquent sophiatries in reeonitBea* 
dation of despotic power, mankind at large. have had 
ample consolation in, the ciroi.m^tance, mal tbeiAine 
B^^ which produced a learne^i a meAaphyjiical, and a 
mysterious Burkt,' also prpducod a Wmhingtqn, an 
Adams, and a J^^r^piti,. honest politicians, exercising 
sound understandings, in the cause of human liberty. 



1 The reference to his v^otdp Is mislaid^ 
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LETTER V- 



Mr I^nu, 

JpEFORE we pass frppt the Jmerican war to iht 
War'pf 1793, that is, from Lard Nartk^s war, to 
Mr. Pitfs war, we inu^t paydue attention to the most 
important question that in any period of EngUih his- 
tory evjer agitated our nation ; namely, that which re« 
spects a reform in our parliamentary representation, and 
the duration pf ps^liaments : I say the most important 
questiop, and 1 say it with confidence ; because that 
which is political liberty itself, must hc^d precedence 
of that which is only an aid or a security to liberty, 
whatever may be its dignity or its magnitude : this ques* 
tion therefore exceeds in importance any thing that was 
settled either by Magna charta or the jSill of Rights ; 
both of which, inasmuch as they secured not such a re- 
preieritation of the people in parliament, nor such a 
short diaratjop of pani^mehts, as both the English con- 
stitution and the rights of nature require, much as they 
di4 in aid of our liberties, were yet to our cost lament- 
ably defective. 

At various periods, attempts were made to restore an- 
nual jdections, particularly in i 744, arid 1745; and ac* 
cording to my recollection, the late Mr. 8at»bridge 
also annua'lly,. for several y^jars made a motion to that 
effect ; and in the year 1776, Mr. Witkts moved, and 
m^de a good speech, for a more equal representation : 
but, the writer of this letter was himself, so far as he 
knows, the first who introduced the actual discussion 
of the question now under consideration, through the 
medium of the press;! to which he was much stimu- 
lated, by reading Burgh's Political Disquisitions. 

.1 His fiuQiEl Mr. GrvmitU Skmrp published ia If 7^, in vindica^ 
tifrn, 9f the libevtie^ of tbe people oif trelandy as not bound by Bri" 
tf^A^tatoitca, *' A I>edaT%tion of the People's Nataral Right to % 
share in the Legislature ;'* in which the general principles applying 
to all just legi^ation are laid down. 
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His attention was first drawn to the subject^ by his 
having (then a sea officer in retirement) entered into 
the American controversy ; by which he was led to no- 
tice the extreme ignorance and disregard of the consti* 
tution^ then observable in iKe legislature ; and, exam- 
ining these phenomena^ he soon perceived the cause. 
In the spring 1775^ on republishing collectively a se- 
ries of Letters for preserving to us America, he slightly 
touched on the s^ubject of p^^rliamentary refor^m^ #^- 
pressing a bop^ that Lord Camdeni acting upon bis 
own '^ wish" tha^ the maxim of Machiavel should 
be followed^ '', of examining a constitutipn^ a^ certain' 
'' periods^: iiccording lo its first principles, m order 
*r to correct oibusesi apd supply deiects/' would tak^ 
up the questioni and " frame a proper bill o^, the 
'^ occasion/'l Bui as, this was ngtdone by tbat^ble- 
inan, and as. the subject was near his heart, be bim- 
seif afterwards entered regularly upon the disciission, 
and early.in 1776^ published his original treatise, and 
to the best of his power pressed the question upon the 
attention of persons in both houses of Parliw^JQi ; as 
well as upon that of such private persons^ as, in bis re** 
tired situation, he was aqcjjuainted with. In i777> be 
published his second treati^ on reform; andin 1779j 
ae in conjuiiction with the laje Pr. John Jebbj and the 
present: Mr, CflpW-Lo^if, laid the first stone in. foupding^ 
the Society for Constitutional information. Mapy dis- 
tinguished persons both in and out of parliament be- 
came members, the immortal Sir William Jbwd accept- 
ed our electipn " with, pleasure arid gratitude/'s and 
the Society, according to the object of its institution, 
widely, disseminated the principles of parliamentary re- 
formation. 

In 1780, the .writer published bis thjrd treatise on the 
subject, and in the same y^ar a nol^le member of the 
society, the I)4ake of Richmond,, offi^red to the House 
of Lords, in. an able and impressive speech, a Bill of 
Reform, on the pi;inciple^ \^\A down in the treatises 
above mentioned. The subject now engrossed much of 
the public attemibn ; and the more it became under- 
stood, the gneater. was the interest it excited. Your 
Grace will recollect the qqiri tuple ilUiance of London, 

1 Amer, Independ. &c. p. 29. 2 Memoirs. 
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Westminster,- Simihwark, MiddHms, and Surry; and 
the other associations of towns^ cities, and coonties all 
fD.ver the IdiigdcHXi ; particularly that which so distior 
guisbedy for its public 8|»rit the county of York, where 
the .first meeting for restoring independence to parlia^ 
ment^ was caHed by a requisition to th(e Sheriff^ with 
two hundred and nine respectable signatures, it was 
held, on the 30th. December^ 1779^ and appointed a 
Committee of sixty one. *^ to carry on the neees^eiry 
/' correspondence for effectually promoting the object 
'^ of their petition, and to prepare a plan of anassociai- 
^^'tion on legal and constitutional grounds to support 
" that laudable reform, and such other measures as may 
^' conduce ^0 restore the freedom ofparHsunent."! The 
solemn proceedings likewise of all the associating 
bodies, by their deputies, who in the jears 1780, -and 
1781, met in the metropolis, and. placed in their Chair, 
that' venerable and steadfast patriot, Mr. Wyvill, mil 
not be forgotten. The Association of the Volaateers 
of Ireland,' the grand National Convention, qf that 
country, and the proceedings of their delegisites(ia the 
same cause, are ^reat and honourable features in the 
history of those times. The proceedings of the Asso- 
ciated Bodies both in England and Ireland, smd of 
d^legat^>! Mr. WyoUl has taken care for the ipost part 
to record in his invaluable collection of '^ Political Fa-^ 
ferSy^ which already amount to five bulky volumes ; 
nor has the present writer ever ^ nee the first moving 
of the question, es^cept while, in d^^ference to Mr* Pitt, 
he waited for the fulfilment of that gentleman's engage- 
ments, been very negligent^ as may be seen by the sub- 
joined list of his publications^? among which No. 13 is 

1 W^yviir* Polit: Papers, I; 4. » 

2 No. 1. Take your Choice. 1776. 

2. The Legislative Rights of the Coimmonalty Vindicated, 1777. 

5. Declaration o^ those Rights ot the Cormnonalty of Great Bri* 
tain, without which they cannot be free, 1799. 

4. Declaration of Rights, without which no Englishman^'caft Ibe a 
free man, nor the English Nation a free People, 1780. 
h*- An Address to the Committees of the Associated i^bimti^, &c. 
- 178p. u.i' . .- 

6. The People's Barrier against undue Influence and Corraption^ 
1780. 
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Cif tlr M Mcttber ^oi^^t^ Mbd No. 26i,^ d1 , .imd fi5> adbV 
ac» aifOja vfrfbrm in/tb«i mUitarjfbranob^thecamtit 
-Mlioiii 110 les0 iMseotftiil. to lUMity fi^<ifttqd:govef!Binenc^ 
tbtn •evtfi s nefohnio our mfiff«eiitatiifn ; for tbiegr irho 
.can flK)ac»jw/us€ tbe word* asc maBters pf all iiaeiis iiiwg^ 
JiberUBs^ an<l f^ropeities. 

Ahhoi'egfa it be true thacacause.wfawfa Mstean tbt 
.etenvil prtaciples of trgth aad juslice;. oa .priocif|kis 
juklioiii.vbiah iibeftjr t;aanol exist, aiul wititaut wfatcb 
iikevmise pro|i0Jty must ba a word wkfaout a fneabifig^, 
«Dd 4ie £9igHih constitatipQ>«laQ 9^ dream; & cause 
^hich •every boman brewt^ not bribed against the leom- 
, man ri^U and iaterest^ or aot bliaiied bv pcejudices 
equivaleai to tfi8ai:uly> moei £eel .«o be. its ova; a|- 

f, litnef tallie Freeholders of MidcHesex, and Electorj of Lomioffi 
. ndJWbttnaaster^ iraQ.' 

^ U\^l«^tQtheQep»tipp.QftheAwfl«»te^wdy(*ti«WW^ 

Jtiep^Citie* 9jxd Towus^ 1781. 

9- Ditto— To which is annexed^ the Right and Dttty, as well as 
ftisdom and Necessity of bfeing Armed, for defence of the Peace, , 

ifU^OiBwft^ aikd Libemes •of <o^r Country, 1782. 
^0* Qiv&a9 4»uril'igihte! tia^* ! 

JO* JDialpgvie between a CliB/gpjm and |i jCpittag/^, 1783, 
311. Address to the Merchants, M^Dttfacturcre, &c. qf Lee^s,. W^ke^ 

'field, &c. 1783 or i7B4. ' 

13. Intenial Evidence .---In answer to Boame Jenyns, Esq. 17B4. 
^. Lofibertovlhe ]>uki8 of ;Newcastie, 1700.1 
^14. }^t^/ to ja Friend ftt ^s^a, ^ ^sspfwi^ii^ in .sjipp/^rt of tjt^ 

Constitution, 17:^3, , ji ^ . 

5^. The jCominonwealtli in Danacr, 1795. 
•i«. Letftettti'thcWighiShertfFofLindolnfihirc, 1793. 
-^7. P4«£t»«n <to lihe i^ouee 'Of Coaimons, against 4iie Pitt aaid Gren ^ 
viHk Bills, i?#6. . 

18. .Appendix to tl>el^t|er 4» tlie H^gh SJieriff of l^npolnsjiiire, 1795. 

19. Constitutional De^nce of England, Internal and Exterrial, 1796. 

20. An Appeal on the subject of the English Constitution, 1797. 

21. An Appeal, civil and military, . pn the siibjefl( .0f fho £nghs^ 
Constitution, 1799. 

22...i|ipg:t^r to tfee ^v^^Ckf* WyiPiH, a«W. 

4^. Letter tp t^ JEIqoUws pf N/otti«g|fcain, 1803. . 

24. A Review of the Proceedi*^^. .upon tt^e PeUtioug^ cQo^plainmg 

43f9» usid^e dbct»ctn w4> netnra ^vr ^ :tQ»va Mf I^^ot^inghauD, 

1803. ........ 

.2S. J^QIJWVJ'^ ^^«is^ 1804. . . •' •% c, -L 

26. Declaration of the Middlesex Freeholder's Club : and a Sprt^K^h^ 
. IBpA'.j .' . - ■ t • , " . ■ - -: • 

1 The principal matter of this letter is on another subject, but 
that of Reform makes part ©fit. 
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though s)i|cb a cw$e «Upd^ not in needaf the /^thoe 
rUy.ofiiames to recomoiend it to approbation, jrct i^ 
there \s ^ Qcaiiral curiosity in wishing to know wb«t 
emineiU men havf in any degree contributed to the ad- 
vancement of truths and the promoting of human free- 
dpm^ I shall present my readers with a list of tho^^, ip 
whose works, or in whose ocoQ«ioDal letters^ acoording 
to materials in my handsj, or my recollection, m^y be 
found direct testimonies of # wish, either for a more 
equal representation of the peopie in pariiameot, or for 
a much shorter legal duration of parliaments than at 
preaen( ; for which list see the Appendix. 

In this list we cannot expect to nnd many early oom- 
plaioants afainst the incqualit}/ of representation ; for 
while other dangers to liberty engaged rnens^' attend 
tioti, and, excited their efforts, it was not suspected that 
in this defect Ifi^ the seeds of a complete subversion of 
the ponaiitvition ; but I confess it appears to me very 
wonderful, that so little attention had in times past 
b^en paid to the drcumsitance of dtwatiom, becaui^ 
jTrom pailiaments of a duration <beyond a singly session, 
thevgreatest evils had befajien both the nation, and it^ 
king$ ; and whether a longer duration ha(^ been^agoinai^ 
iaw, as by the proceedings of JiicAizr<i 'the seqond, 
Henry the eighth, and Chark$ the second ; or ky law^ 
as w,hen the mistaken patriots in the reign of CAar/i^ 
the first, obtained an act to secure them from a disso*- 
lution without the consent of both houses,! th^ misr 
chief had been equally certain, and deplorable. 

It is not intended to insert in the list, parliaipentaiy 
speakers in general, who ip debate have «hewn them- 
^elv^s favpvirabie to reform, because their n^unes are ei» 
ther familiar* to th^ reader, p^ their senti^qents accesai* 
sible to hit^i at pWasnre ; ^ut two ip particular ajre in^ 
serted, ]:)ecaM.se of hi|vipg>po]^en on kQth sides ; name* 
Jy, Lprd MdviUcr wbp, although these questions are 
of the very i^fse^pe^of the constitution pn points at aU 
tm(.$ ^quath/ ic^cT^i .was against reform, and for it, 
and against it £^gain^ a^ccordingto the (ninisterial order 
of the day ;2 and Mr. Pitt, once the very champion, 

1 )d Cll^ri^ h c. 7. 9 '' The Right Hon. Benty Dunda^ 
*^ thgugh^ it Us dk^if to 8tat« some of those mbsoiis to the house 
'^ which induced him to declare lumieW m sincere faiemt to ibie 
" question. [A very hearty laugh.] Debate on liefomi, 18 Ap. 
;1785. Sec WyviWt PoUt. Papers IL 340. 
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and lEfterwards the assassin of reform. And I nam.e 
these men, in hopes the reader will refer to their 
speeches ; in order that* they may see how unanswer- 
ably men of abilities speak when on the side of truth and 
liberty ; and how much like drivellers when against 
them. For the same reason I may refer to the Writings 
of Jenym,^ Pahyy^ and Burke,^ all men of distin- 
guished talents ; when it will be seen that wit. reason, 
and eloquence, in a bad cause, only disgrace those who 
use them. ' Besides these, I do not recollect any wri- 
ters of eminence, who have taken the field as adversa- 
ries of parliamentary reformation ; for those, who have 
written with most plausibility, have for the most part 
had the sense to conceal their names. There is, in- 
deed, a great body of anonymous writing, and some of 
it meriting great attention, on the side of reform. 

By carefully looking over all the JVyvill Political 
Papers, many names might be added to the list in the 
Appendix, of persons whose sentiments are deserving 
of high i-espect ; as there will also be found such wri- 
ting as never yet did,^nd never can, fail finally to give 
triumph td the cause in which it is employed. Had 
this writing been employed Indeed on abstruse points of 
.fiiitb, concerning the affairs of another world, learning 
And ability might have been displayed perhkps on both 
cidesy with equal reputation to the disputants ; but in 
the ease before us, there is neither reputation to be got 
for valoabie writing, nor ci edit for integrity, except on 
one side ; for those whose arguments goto prove the 
English' codsihMon a fraudulent bubble, and that man- 
kind haVerio poHti(*af rights ; how much sooner they 
may for a-rtfou>ent be applauded by the courtly arid the 
corrupt, wMfbe sure tb fall' ere long into contempt aqd 
reprobatkm. ft lias n6V, thy Lord, been fine writing, 
arguitteht, and oratory, by which we have hi^therro been 
" baffled;'^ ,but by apostacy, treachery, chicane, and 
projttgate voting; such exactJy as we hkve recently 
wiin€fssed, in the disgr^iceful proceedings for screening 
from justice^ a minister, who, by an infamous breach 

I Answered by Jwf^TWfl^ Evidence, in 1784. 2 Answered by 
Letters u» W^ r^tey,. M. lA- &c. *b^ t. Holt White, Esq. in 1796. 
Pubiisheci by JohnaDii. . 3 lOfxtbis gtnitleraan'8< reasoning on the 
ftttbject, ^t^cidnens \jviil ap f«ar m this wcM-k. 
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of trust, and in sross violation of law^ bad teen priry^ 
to^ ^nd connived at^ the misapplication of public mo- 
ney, for the purpose of private emolument.. 

On reviewing the past controversy on the subject ot^ 
parliamentary representation^ and what haS hitherto 
been the result, we shall be obliged to admit, that the 
reasoning of the faction behind the throne, on wkich- 
they relied for overturning, as I have said, whatever 
stood in the way of their designs, was not built on sliehl 
foundations: nor shall we be surprised that such a tac*- 
tion, when the pillage of America. had escaped them, 
fastened with the keener rapapity on England and /n- 
dostan. But amongst our authorities in favour of the 
necessity of a parliamentary reformation, let us not for- 
get the words of the great Chatham, who wished " to 
'' infuse a portion of new health into the constitution, 
^' to enable it to bear its infirmities ;"l nor those of his 
son, in his speech on the I8th of May, 1782, when he 
said, ** That person was not apt to indulge vague and 
'' chimerical speculations, inconsistent with practice 
'^ and expediency. I personally icnow> that it was 
'^ the opinion of this person, that without recurring to 
'^.Jirst principles in this r^pect, and establishiug a 
'* more solid and equal representation of the people, by 
'^ which the proper constitutional connection should 
^' be revived, this nation, M^th the best capacities for 
'^ grandeur and happiness of any on the race* of the 
'^ earth, must be confounded with the mass of those 
'' whose liberties were lost in the corruption of the 
*' people." 

1 Quoted by Junius, in his letter to Wilkes. 



LETTER VI. 



My LoRD^ 

IN OW the man who, twenty three years ago, said all. 
thisj treacherously building on such a father's fame, 
and laying in a rich stock of personal popularity by thus 
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MmHstg forwftrd M thecliMiipkm tff itmr lifcntiei^ had 
emiiy Mcattd to hitns^ the vake of the naPhn ; but as' 
he well knew that to be tto mom. objeetk>fiable of all 
dli^im i&the cortftdeDee of the faetim behind ifie 
tkrwu and the King*^ friends, mA the laH of afi pre^ 
ted^idns' Ukety to secure him Me mn^ of government, 
be itt^uftt bftve possessed some oeber 0dcret> whereby he 
rose to the summit of power^ and there so long bore 
itresiBtiMe sw^y. What that secnet was, tib man will 
expect to bare proclaimed, nor otherwise to discover 
its natune^ than oy a^coosfderatioa of the relationship 
between emtse and tfeet. He wfco shall duly reflect 
on those principlet of government tMeh sprung up near 
the throne at the limel have mentioned, and on their 
having to this dtty lost nothing of their influence, will 
not find it easy to bdieve that xk\^ faction behind the 
throne, or any of those who edtled themselTes the 
Kin^s friends, could b^re advised a surrender at dis- 
cretion of the retMof gofoemment, together with the 
hey of the trtamry, 9LnS the patronage of the crown, 
into the hands &f the ahild emd champron of ParKamen-^ 
tary Reformation, possessing the favour of the people, 
and powers of eloouence to have made the Borough 
mongers crouch at his feet, and submissively surrender 
up their usurpations. And if this cannot be believed, 
what follows but a convictfoti^ that there was a right 
understanding between the^ontranting powers, a regu- 
lar treaty of cession, and an alliance offensive and de- 
fensive ; which frond thence forward was completely to 
identify him with tbem^ and to bind them to one com- 
mon interest, imd one common line of action. 

Be this, however as it may, the Writer was early in- 
formed and on high sMtbority, that on Mr. Pitf$ sta- 
ting how he was circumstanced in respect to his own 
conduct, and how be stood pledged to the people, for 
a reformation of parliament, he was graciously answer- 
ed that thai matter was left in his hands, to be disposed 
of as he should think ft. Thus forms at least were pre- 
served, no obstacles arose, the treaty was soon brought 
to a conclusion, the treasury with its borou^s and aM 
lb other dependencies w^re regulariy ceded, and pos'ses** 
sion was taken. Now^> my L^rd, as effects must hove 
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cutioDs^ or rather persecutions of uDparallUedaevcritjr^ 
0f tfaose virtiKMifti^fotoMra itftft>4 P^rmr, Wifittrbot- 
torn, and. cM^beDii^ Md.lo the otlwr ten IhoiMaitd events 
wbieh rnusl; croud itoon. fmt reedlccttoii^ asimurkiag 
tb^ ohar^cl^r of of Mfw.Pj^^, from the tine be thought 
popularity 490 long^ iMe4al to hkti^ it wiU be extremely 
difficttU for Its to doubly as to tfaenatnre of the condi*- 
tioEw which ittadethe secret Jurticies of the treaty between 
tb^ faction behind ^4hHne, atid tbat minister. Can 
we indeed aWiid sitspectifng ihattfafroagh aTuigar iitst 
o( mere delegated p^w^r^ to be held oa such degrading 
conditipn^ «4id.fer aucb pernioious purposes^ as to exw 
elude all the grand a«d virtuous parts of ambition^ he 
had sold l>im^elf to theJ^actfioB vehind the throne a»A 
their allies thefftciion of the Boroughi, 

Have we any other possibJe key to the idolatry that 
has ever been puid bim by al) the harpies of plunder and 
the ehildren of oorruptioa? to has immense majorities 
while in the career of oppression ? to his daring to 
dispose of millions without the knowledge of par^ 
liameqt? to bis decWiirg that thk ckown had a 

BIGHT TO UAitB IN £nOLAN0 FOREIGN MBRCENARY 

ARMIES AT bis tyiscRBTioK i to fais influence where 
personally feared and bated ? to his facility of abdica- 
tion «nd resjamption of power ? to. his borough-monger 
peeriages i to his contempt for all aets of parliament 
for specifically appropriating the money grianWd for the 
various pvkhlic services? to his rancoar as aii apostate f 
to his stitte prosecHitioBs in 1794 ? to his greisn bags fufl 
ofmUversml stfffrage, and his secret committees of bch- 
rough proprietors and patrons^ their deputies and al- 
lies for defending the rotteu-boroi^li system^ and ^ 
long et eeiera r and again> to a Rotten itorough wai^ 
which^ for its political wickedness and state madness, 
Oftii .00 otherwise be acooonlied for ? and finally to his 
heading in dM face of bis disgusted country, the com- 

1 Mr. ^Aflwfv in ootnjpRrisoa of whov, as a-politiasl sodceostita- 
tiooal charactei*, his-senecutors were Jiends of dar*knesS| althougk 
a jgentlcman Wed to the bar, was pnor to transportation to Botany 
Bt^, confined amongst t}io lowest and most profligate felons, in one 
IB^4ml^m'mLlSk:9<M^^bfe Thames f /f 

2 See reasons for so calling it in The Comtittitmmd Deftmx of 
Eagland, internal and extemaL p. 9% 



Digitized by 



Google 



fcined'fkotions, m their attempu at wcrtenl^g corruption 
and infamy f 

But because this minister only bribes others with 
public money^ in the shape of official salaries, and has 
not been known personally to rob the treasury to fill 
his own pockets, we are told he is not personally cor- 
rupt ! ! ! because while hundreds of government bills 
are dishonoured for want of cash to pay them, he only 
** aecommodattf^* change^alley membtrn of parliamttit, 
with a. secret loan of forty thousand potinds of public 
money without interest, he is not personally covYbpi ! ! ! 
because he himself has been biassed, not with mo-^ 
Dcy, but with power, he is not personally corrupt ! ! ! 
although he is the manager and upholder of a system, 
by which the nation is Tobbed of its representation^ a 
robbery, which provides the means whereby it may be 
robbed of its property to any extent, he is not personally 
corrupt ! ! ! and notwithstanding he, in that parliamen- 
tary court, wherein the cases of liberty ana property 
are chiefly decided, is the regular packer of juries for 
the crown against the people, by putting upon the jury 
an immense number of the crown s servants, and keep- 
ing in constant pay a very large proportion of the jury, 
he forsooth is not personally corrupt ! ! ! ^ He, in short, 
who as a minister lives, and moves, and has his very 
being, in a system which for its corruption, may set at 
defiance the whole world for such another example, is 
not, we are told, personally corrupt ! ! ! 

" It is," says Mr. Burke, ^^ by bribing, not so often 
'' by being bribed, that wicked politicians bring ruin 
*' on mankind. Avarice is a rival to the pursuits of 
'^ many. It finds a multitude of checks, and ^any 
^^ opposers, in every walk of life. But the objects of 
** ambition are for the few ; and every person who aims 
*' at indirect profit, and therefore wants other protec- 
'' tion than innocence and law, instead of its rival, be- 
*' comes its instrument. There is a natural allegiance 
** and fealty due to this domineering paramount evil, 
*' from all the vassal viges, which acknowledge its su- 
*' periority, and readily militate under its banners; and 

I See a fUture page, in which will be shewn the mode of packing 
parliamentary Junes. 
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*' it is Ander that dkcipline alonCj that avarice is able 
^ to spread to any considerable extent, ortorepder 
^^ itself a general public mischief. It is therefore no . 
'^ apology fojr ministers^ that they have not been. 
'' bought, &c."i 

It is, methinks> a curious coincidence^ that this ad-, 
mirable piece of eloquence, in the course of a bitter 
invective, was actually applied to Mr, Pitt, at that 
early period of his administration; and that about ten 
years afterwards. this minister should give the orator, 
for acceptable services, and the orator should accept 
from this minister, pensions which he sold for thirty- 
seven thousand pounds, in ready money. With regard 
to Mr. Pitt\loAn of forty thousand pounds to two mem* 
bers of parliament without interest, and at the very 
period when government bills were daily dishonoured 
for want of money from the treasury to pay them>^ and 
under other very suspicious circumstances (on which 
perhaps I may touch again) I imagine that any impar- 
tial man who shall take the trouble to examine and to 
weigh THE EVIDENCE, and who shall be capable of 
drawing thence a rational conclusion, will find it ex- 
tremely difficult, not to say impossible,' to divest the 
case of very high state criminality, accompanied by the 
aggravations of gross falsehood, respecting the '^soli- 
dity of the public resources." 

Why it was not so considered by that grand inquest, 
or jury, to whom it belongs to impeach^ or why a select 
committee of that inquest, consisting in part of Lord 
Castlereagh, and several other servants in the pay of the 
crown, seemed more intent on framing an apolpgy for* 
than on fixing criminality upon the minister, the rea- 
der will decide for himself. But it is not necessary for 
me here to argue the case, as it has been ably done in 
the weekly Political Registers for Jutie 15th. and 22d. 

But I must not part with one passage in the last 

I Speech, Feb. 28, i785. 

$ The loan was in the latter end of i796, and between June i796, 
and June i798, at the victualling office alone, seven hundred and 
foriy two accepted hills were dishonoured; which is more dum imo « 
day for two whole. years^ Sundays not excepted. 
C 
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mentioned of those weekly papers^ with«Bt «n obMrva- 
tion. '' It was a saving/' observes th^ writer ^' of 
*' Lord Northington, that a man had better be dumned 
*^ than indemnified, and as his Lordship, doubtless 
" mennt politically^ there can, I think, be little objec- 
'' tion to the sentiment. Nevertheless, I am far firom 
" thinking that enough has been done in tbi^ case/^ 
In thus thinking, this writer and myself perfectly agree* 
I presume also that we likewise agree in this, that be« 
tween indemnifying and impeaching Mr. Pitt, the bouse 
of Commons had no possible medium. 

That the reso!uti6n of the house whieh was the 
ground of the itnpeachmetit of Lord Melville, as Kter-^ 
ally applies to Mr. Pt>f as to his Lordship, must be evi- 
dent on a mere inspeetion : 

« Re8oked,>-Thatf ^••'^ ***'''"^] having heen;«^*, 
(.Mr. Pitt i 

" to, and connhed at, the withdrawing from the Baok 
" of England for purposes, as 

t, I , . ,. f Lord Melville ■) , „<•„,:„„»« 
"acknowledged by ^j^^pj^j j of private 

'< interest or emo-CjJ'-7'T'''> • . 

" lament, to {?^l^' f "" \ *^ '«**'* 
^^ field, and Co. J 

'' fto him as Treasurer of the Navy, >and placed 

" \ by him as First liord of the Treasury ^ 

** y to his '^accoant at the 

w ^to the Treasurer of the Navy's^ Bank, 

^' according to the provisions of the 25. Geo. III. c. 31. 

ha$been guiltt/oj a gross violation of the law, andti 

high breach of duty. 

Now we have, only to consider whether the plea of 
state necessity, set up by Mr. Pitt, for bribing— I beg 
pardon— -for" accommodating" /cya members of par lia" 
ment with the use of Navy money without iaterest, while 
that money was so much wanted in the navy depart* 
ment ; andf the plea aisp of MERIT for thereby sa/oing 
the nation from great mischiefs ought to have made so 
great a distinction as it did, between the case of Lord 
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Mitv^le, who *^ ftcocmioiodiited*' Mt. Troittr, bis prl- 
TAte agents at»d was intPEACHCD ; and the case o^ Mr. 
PiHy who '^ accottoiodated*' f 900 numbers fjfparliammt, 
ttnd was iNX^EBlKi<riBD. The case^ by what lie« tipon 
die very surfece^ speaks for kself : but tlie bvidbncs^ 
as broogfat in ^e Weekly Politi|;ai Registers above 
Hientioned to bear vpon the poitir^ and to throw upoti 
the traiisa<tk>ii a ctearUicht, will c^ose the warmest par^ 
titan of the minister to bimh for adefence^ which wouhl 
have disgraced the lips of aay bat aa OM Bailey Solici'- 
ton And when such z. ifiiiii«ter w^» as the partisans of 
iiDft) SiimOuthieW ns^ drove bis Lordship oat ofibeca^ 
binet by ^* the measores he pursued to resctie Lord MeU 
'' ville from the laws of his country^ and by bi9 profli<* 
^' gate waste of the public reaoorces in tlm Jtboll cas«/1 
ventures,. under the projection of^»cAan indemnity , to 
brave the storm of public indignation ; and when his 
i^ntinuanoe in offiee mosit be a national disgrace^ at- 
tended with no other prospect than ti»at of new evili 
and new dangers to the state, periittacioosly clings to 
power to the kst coftvulsiTe grasp^ to what can it be at- * 
tributed, bot to a personal desperajtioo, aoconspaaied by 
a total disregard of consequences to the pablic ! 

In oot courts of 4aw, my Lord^ we have sach thing! 
us verdicts being set aside for having been emUraty to 
tvHtnet : and in a higher court akiOy we have piece- 
dents, which shoutd make wicked miovsters, aikhoi^h 
intrenched chin-deep with indemoities, tnem^ble lor 
their iniquities. Lord Ci>he in his 4tb. Inst. c. 1. in*- 
forms Hs of the fate o( £mp§9H and Dudley ^ although 
their oppressions bad had the sancticMi o( actf nf pat'-^ 
liament. And by the 1 Hen. IV. c. S. in our statute 
books, we have '^ a repeal of the whole parliament, 
^' hotden anno. 81- Rich. £. aod tkt amtmrity given 
*' kertbyr 

This bold man intends^ it U said, to dissolve the par- 
liament. Such a measure must put as io mind of the 
conduct of the king we have ju^t mentifoiied ; who, says 
Rapin, ^* bad already taken all necessary measures to 

I TiaMs, leth. Juij, im6. 

c a - > .... 
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'' havd a pAtliament at his own devotion. ^om6 tiiHf 
'^ since^ he had changed all the Sheriffst of the king* 
*^* dom and suifered none, but what had promised to be 
*^ subservient to his designs. He had taken th^e same 
f* precautions, with respect to all officers that had cre- 
'/ dit and power in the boroughs s^nd counties. So by 
f' means of the magistrates, and persons in public 
'^ posts, he had caused such repre$eniatives to be chosen 
** a$ he had securtd before band. If any were elected 
^'. not agreeable to him, the Sheriffs were ordered not 
*' to return them, but to cause others to be chosen in 
'' their room.'' # # ♦ # gy|. ^j^j^ a ^^^g ^^^ ^f 

<' the principal causes of Richard's destruction, as will 
** be seen hereafter. And indeed it is impossible, that 
^ a nation can see their liberties in the hands of men> 
*' whom they have not themsthee freely chosen^ without 
*^ desiring to be delivered from such an oppression.'*^ 

'^ All the acts" of the late parliament, '* were so 
^^ manifestly destructive of the nations' liberties, that 
** they were unanimously repeaUd.^s 

^' After the rights and privileges of the people were 
** by these acts restored to the same state as before the 
5^ incroachments of Richard, the authors and advi-^ 
^* sirs of the usurpations, were called to an account J'^ 

Perhaps this trier of a people'^ patience may find the 
nation is not now in a temper to witness a dissolu- 
tion, for no other purpose than that he may oust from 
the Treasury Boroughs the creatures of Lord Sidmoutk 
and put in his oton ; as welt as play off some otberbo^ 
.rough manceuvres,for counteracting the defections which 
have of late broken in upon the unanimity of the Bo- 
rough Faction ! Perhaps he will find that the nation ia 
," determined no longer to see their liberties in the hands 
*' of men whom they have not themselves freely chosen;** 
and that it will not cease its exertions, until '^ delivered 
*' from such an oppression!" 

When we have heard it declared in the court of 
King's Bench on atrial which took place in 1792, that 

X It was but in the preceding reign, that the election of the She^ 
riS^ was taken from the people ; See Blacks. Com. iv. 427. 
3 I. 468. 3 1.485. « I. 486. 
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fttthe election for Westminster in 1788, (Mr. Pitt thea 
holding his present employments) that a large sum of ^ 
money was paid for supporting the court candidate, 
and that, •' as it was furnished by the Secretary of 
THE Treasury, he best could tell whence it came/'i 
and the speaker offering a proof of ihe fact; when we 
have heard it, in the house of Comtnonk, directly 
imputed to Lord Castkreagh, that he employed the 

BudHc money to purchase votes for Carrying tie 
^nion in 1800 (Mn Pitt then also holding his present 
employments, and his Lordship holding his tongue un- 
der the imputation ;) when we have heard the declara- 
tion of MmxxaX Markhaniy that, out of the fifteen 
miliioas a year voted for the navy, one third of it is 
jwellowed up in abuse and corruption of one kind or 
another, and know it to be a very^ prevalent opinion, 
that out of the Navy Extraordimries, (that service on 
account of iiS popularity being most liberally supplied) 
it is the custom to purchase men of war, for the mini- 
ster's parliamentary line of battle ; and when by the 
. system q{ bribing, we see openly practised upon parlia- 
ment by places and emoluments, we are but too well 
warranted in believing, (what no human being I believe 
doubts) that bribery both in elections and in parliament 
is likewise practised in private ; when, I say, we have 
heard, and se^n, and believe most of these things, and 
have strong reason to suspect the rest, the patipn will 
not imagine that Mr, Pitt, circumstanced as he now is, 
will solely depend upon his popularity iov sepuring a 
new parliament to his mind ; and how it will like to 
pay for a parliament suitedto Mr. PiV/'s necessities, 
necessities which cannot fail to make the terms of the 
. contractors run high, remains to.be seeii. 

Having thus noticed the introduction and early dis^ 
cussion pf the question of Parliamentary Reformation, 
and indulged in stich cursory remarks as arose put of 
that. topic, let us now return to the point we were upon. 
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LETTER VIL 



J; ROM what has nheaAj been said, and from the 
statement of a few facts, and the use of a very few ar- 
guments, the true cause of the war of 179S, will be 
<^)early seen. When the anspieious beginnings of the 
JV^neA revolution bad re-awakened in England that 
spirit of reformation in what related to the essentials of 
our liberty, which Mr. Piifi duplicity, procrastina- 
tion, and art, had caused for awhile to slumber; and 
he apprehended the day was approaching when bis sin- 
cerity was to be put to the test, under circumstances 
not perhaps allowing him, by his private treachery, any 
longer to defeat his own public measures, he doubtless 
watched with deep anxiety what was passing in France. 
Had he been sincere in the cause he pretended to have 
at heart, and to patronise, he, like all other friends to 
liberty and Virtue in this country, would huve bailed 
with a friendly voice, the dawn of continental freedom 
and happiness ; be, Kke them, would have tfaoueht it 
the time for renewing his own efforts ; and it might na- 
turally have been expected of him, to have then repre- 
sented to that person, who had lefi in his hands the mat- 
ter of parliamentary reformaiion to be disj>osed €^'as he 
should think fit, that then was the time for using all 
the influence of both their stations for rendering the 
Commons House of Parliament what the constitutioa 
requires it should be; ^ that our government might 
be quietly seitled on its own proper foundations, be- 
fore any characteristic fooleries oi the French people,or 
any licentious insubordination springing from the in-p 
to^ication of a nation of slaves suddenly made free, 
should cause the current of free opinions in this coun- 
try to take any unexpected direction; or the English 
nation should be driven into a state of just discontent 
and well founded anger, on beholding the grand efforts 
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then making for pufbiic liberty io Frari^e, while en in- 
tolerable wrong striking at the root of their own free- 
fiom met with no redress^ although he who had under- 
taken to be their advocate and cnampion^ was then a 
minister more omnipotent than England bad ever be- 
fore €xperienced. 

Feeling myself at that period, the powerful claims of 
the people upon Mr. Pitt^ aad the peculiar fitness of 
the time^ I sought to know what was intended to b^ 
done ; and applying to one^ high in rank and office, 
who eitberwas, or thought himself in the minister's en- 
tire confidence j-especting the whole business of reform, 
this was the answer I received : '^ fVc are waiting to see 
^^ what will be done by the patriots of France,'' Why 
Mr. Pitt for reforming the English government, should 
then wait upon French movements, I could not com- 
prehend ; but I have since learned to understand his 
meaning and his motives.^ Had he wished to reform 
athome> that wish would have beamed on his counten- 
ance, and the minister's sympathy would have heigh- 
tened the ^low felt in every patriot breast. But no : 
•iilent as the grave, and cold as death, safe locked in 
his iron boBom lay the dark purpose of bis soul. His 
secret meditations were not on reform, but on war : not 
how to restore, but how to trample on. the liberties of 
his country. After what has already been said, can it 
be asked ii there be grounds for this conclusion I The 
beit» Were your nurseryman to send you a plant for a 
nonpareil, which afterwards produced crabs, would you 
believe the nurseryman or the fruit? Do you inquire 
why such should be his horrid choice ? why a preference 
so monstrous, so inexpressibly shocking, should be 
mlide i For an explanation you must apply to the 
King^sfriends^ to the faction behind the throne^ and to 
their faithful allies^ the faction of the boroughs. They 
if they please can explain this mystery. Meanwhile 
you may do well to search the human heart, to disco- 
ver whether there be in reality ilepraved natures, in 
whose estimation it is f^ better to rule in hell, than serve 
" in heaven !" ^ 

But, my Lord^ ^ tyrant is not so rare a character, 
■or hypocrisy so /are a viccji that ffe should be sur- 
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prized to discover either one or the othe^r where thej 
were not expected to be found : npr is it other than 
our every day's experience^ and conformable to the 
testimony of all history^ that rather than render to a 
people any rights or perform towards them any justice, 
which can be either with*held or denied, the ordinary 
resort of the usurper, the ambitious demagogue, or the 
corrupt politician, is wab. And in this christian and 
polished age, we have too our sober, moral, apologi- 
zing; writers, who gravely maintain that war is not in it- 
selt an evil, but the contrary ; not a disease, but a cure 
or preventive of diseases ; not a bloody issue requiring 
the physician to heal it, but a salutary evacuation with- 
•out which the body politic must die of plethora ; and we 
have reviewers to praise, and statesmen to reward such 
writers. War in prospect, and war in retrospect, are to 
be sure! two different things. Whatever be the real 
motives of its real authors, a war in prospect is inva- 
riably held forth as necessary, and therefore jt^st; and 
the advantages to be gained, and the glory to be ac- 

auired, are described in glowing colours. Such were 
le pretences and the pictures held up to us by Mr. 
Pitt at the commencement of the present war ; nay, 
the more easily to gull the nation, it was proposed as au 
experiment worth trying, which if not successful, might 
at pleasure be abandoned ; and with such abundant 
means in the bands of a minister of this country, for 
deceiving the people as to facts as well as principles, 
and for deluding them into a war, as already instanced 
in the case of that with America, nothing so easy, in a 
country circumstanced as this is, as to bring on a war. 
The glittering prospects presented by our talking, 
tricking minister, have proved mere air bubbles for try- 
ing the infantine credulity of the nation, while he was 
carrying on a system of fraud and tyranny. 

But now the lime is come for viewing twelve y^ars 
of this war, (including a short truce) in retrospect ; and 
now we behold in all their magnitude its numerous 
evils; now we see arising around us, the bloody visions 
of our countrymen and relatives whom it. has slaughter- 
ed, and we feel the grievous burthens it has laid upon 
us ; uow we discern its effect in changing France i'rum a 
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feeble suppliant of Et^Iand taiSfBfKifgss^n, to a terror of 
Europe, *^ perplexing monarchs witbTear of change ;* 
lipw we are brought in suffering aiid sorrow to coo« 
template the vices it has engendered^ the miseries it 
has produced, and the mischiefs it has sown in oursjsr 
tern of government ; and now at length it is, that its 
powerful authors^ and their hireling host of abettors, 
being sick with disappointment^ and silent through 
shame, honest men are able to make known to (heir 
country, the true character of its origin. Having had 
enough of the experiment, we now find to our cost, that 
the rash and wicked authors of the calamity are utterly 
incapableeither of conducting the contest with success^ 
prof bringing it to a termination: at their hands we 
f^an neither have a war of energy^ nor f^ peace of repose* 



^LETTER VIII. 



My Lord, 

J.N considering the present war — that is, taking it to 
have commenced in 1793> and to have been divided 
into a first and a second part, separated by a truce ; 
we may discuss what belongs to it under three 
heads, namely, the circumstances which led to it; those 
attending its commencement; and those which follow- 
ed; as all of them materially belong to our considera- 
tion of the state of the nation. First,then,I must ever bold 
it to have been in reality a war waged by the court and 
borough factions \n alliance, for averting from them that 
parliamentary reformation which promised to rescue 
our country from th^ir usurpations and pillage, and i^ 
possible for establishing for ever in themselves and fa- 
milies their detested power; and it was because the revival 
of liberty in France, had occasioned the revival of the 
spirit of reformation in England, that to crush that 
new liberty in its infancy, became so ardently their, 
desire, as to blind them to the infamy of the> thing it* 
self, and the aggravated infamy of leaguing for "so 
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ihamefol a purpbie whh erery despotism in Europe; 
as well afs to render them utterly regardless of every 
national consideratioo which would have forbidden 
wise statesmen or honest men from involving their 
' country In nuch a contest. And thus only is it possible 
to explain^ the bitter and rancorous spirit they inani«- 
fested against human liberty and hunian rights^ and 
figainst all who had the courage to assert or maintaii^ 
them bydeed, word, or writing. 

W<j must recollect, that so long as things went well, 
towards a restoration of their long lost liberties to the 
people of France, a general joy gladdened the hearts 
of the people of England, but the court arid borough 
factions, and their minister, Mr. Pitt, REJOICED 
^OT. Their sympathy was not with the rising free* 
dom, but with the falling despotism ; and consequently, - 
that which gave them most pain and alarm, was the 
revival at home of the spirit of parliamentary reformat 
tion'y and the consequent danger to* their oligarchical 
power/ Fearful only of this reforming spirit, secret 
'service money found its way into every popular society, 
secretaries and other corrupt members were taken into 
pay, well instructed spies were introduced, and all the 
movements of the societies were duly reported, and 
constantly watched With a jealous eye; while numerous 
writers under ministerial patronage, were regularly 
employed in disseminating s^entiments adverse to all 
freedom in all countries; and othets who had written 
under the influence of contrary sentiments, and had 
warnoly sympathized in French patriotism, were cor- 
rupted and gained ovei*, and thus made bitter enemie$ 
of that liberty, in whose service they had formerly ex- 
ercised their pensj and raised themselves to public no-« 
tice. 

Even the public dinners held in Lou Jon, of those 
who rejoiced in the fair prospects to liberty and ha- 
manity^ filled th^ factions with painful sensationa, and 
with wisbeir for an opportunity .of letting loose the 
sword for curing these patriotic fervours. On the near 
appi'Oach of one of these dinners, 1 well remember 
to have heard in a large company, (on a dining party 
ifct the bouse of the IS^s. Basil B^rridge^dXAlgankirk^ 
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all things would be ia readineis^ the guaras were to be 
under ordera> ball cartridjB^es to be delivered oat^ and 
an example was to be made if> — On my sajing I pur-^ 
posed being at that diBJier» politeness prevented my 
hearing more : but for having attended that dinner^ 
I received a strong mark of displeasure^ from a noble* 
man of the first rank^ and a privy counieUor^ holding 
two important offices^ one extremely lucrative, and 
the other of h^ dignity and power. I was refused 
the promised Lientenant-Golonelcy of ray regiment^ 
and superseded as major. The notification of that re- 
fasal having been in 179U ^^Y betaken as a pretty 
decisive symptom of the disposition at that early period 
of oar ministers, to whom this noblemaci was suifici- 
ently subservient; i a period when the French reVolu-* 
tron had produced nothing, bnt what was a subject of 
joy to all good men. 

But by far the most important fact for shewing the 
minds of the court and borough factions prior to the 
war, was a profound secret until declared by Earl 
Stanhope^ in the house of loiiis, in his celebrated speech 
on the £Oth. of February^ 1800. He charged his Ma> 
jesty's ministers with pefverting the meaning of the 
French decrees, and the letters of the French ministers, 
by mistranslating their language, and thai in passages 
of the very first imporunce. — " If" says he, *^ they 
^^ have done so wilfully, I know no guilt can equal 
*^ theirs; for, to set the people of two nations to cut 
^' each others throats, by unjustly exasperating thein 
f^ against each other, is the full measure of human de- 
" linquency." The instance brought in proof, was in 
the mistranslation of a letter of the ambassador, Cluiw- 
velin, to Lord Grenvilky dated 37 th. Dec. 179^.. 

'' To shew that this system of misconception, or mis- 
^* rejH'esentation, has been uniformly acted upon, i need 
'^ only remind your lordships that M. Tall^rand, and 
^' $c&eral other persons came over to England, in an 
'^ official capacity, before the war comnumed between 
^* Austria and France. There were then, however, 

:} €«e th« Auth^i^ kUir is tU Duke of N^cattU^ 1792. 
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^* some points in dispute between them^ respecting th« 
'* province of Ahace, which were likely to terminate 
" in hostilities. ' I took occasion to represent to M, 
^ Talleyrand, the absurdity of two great nations going 
'^ to war about objects so insignificant. The latter 
" answered^ that the French government were of the 
^' same opinion^ and would willingly submit their plea 
** to the judgment of the bead of the only free nation in 
'^ Europe, except France, He stated, and he stated 
** with energy, that the French nation loved the people 
" of England, because they are free ; and, therefore, 
^' they wished that his Majesty, the king oi England, 
'' or any commissioners by kiim appointed, shopld set- 
^' tie the question in dispute between Austria and 
f^ France, He desired me to go (p his Majesty Vmioi-r 
^' sters, to sound their dispositions, and to feel whether, 
*' by accepting the office of mediators, they would con- 
" tribute to avert the calamities of war. I accepted 
^* the commission, and made the proposal to the secre- 
f* tar}'^ of stat^." — Here Lord Grenville said, he did not 
recollect the circumstance.^ — ^^ You do not recollect it ! 
^' — but I do. Think, ray Lords, what a minister you 
*' have got, who thus forgets one of the most material 
*^ and important facts, that has occurred during his 
/^ whole administration. This handsome proposal, on 
'* the part of France, was not accepted. My reason 
" for mentioning this fact is, to convince the house 
^' that the French were heaitily disposed to shew the 
." British government, and the British nation » every 
" mark of possible respect. For what can be a greater 
*' degree of respect aud confidence shewn either to a 
^^ nation, a government, or an individual, than volun- 
'^ tarily to propose to abide by their decision*"i 

" Now, my lords, 1 know it is unparliamentary to 
" allude to discussions that have already taken place in 
*' this house, but i will suppose that somebody said in 
'^ public, on the subject of Buonaparte's late overtures 
** for peace, that his answers to the first letter of the 

1 What s^ change has taken place, when France now lays itdowa 
as a principle, that an English minister in any court of Germany 
ought not to be tolerated ! 

2 Alluding to a letter of Lord GrentlUeh^ 
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•' french Codsu1> was justified by Talleyrand^n. What 
5 would the house think of a ministery who should 
make such a declai^tion ? But^ my lords^ the same 
** system of misrepresentation has been pursued with 
'' respect to the language of that reply. Talleyrand, 
'' in his note, dated the 14th. of Jandary last, says—' 
^ assailed on all sides the republic could not but extend 
' universally the efforts of her defence.' — ^Tfais has not 
'' the smallest resemblance to the proposition (which 
** was stated to be so infamous on the part of France,) 
^' that France claimed a right to attack e'Very country, 
'^ if she was attacked by any other, E[ere there is an-^ 
^' other irtstance of palpable misrepresentation; tht 
** tendency of which is, to excite hatred and animosity 
" between two nations, which ought to live at peabe 
'* with each other." 



LETTER IX. 



My Lord, 

XxERE, my Lord, there rushes on the mind matter 
to fill a volume : but T will keep my word: I will touch 
only on the heads of this matter: my readers will sup-- 
ply to themselves what I omit. That the mistranslati- 
ons, and the perversions of the language of France, 
were intentional, there is too much ground for belief; 
because so to act, was in unison with the principles of 
men, designing the overthrow of our constitution, as 
well as with the temper they afterwards manifested in 
» their intemperate pursuit of that object. In this part 
of the drama, a secretary of state is the immediate per- 
former, but our business is not now with the subordi- 
nate characters in the piece, but with the principal; 
with him who was not only master-actor, but manager; 
nor indexed mere master-actor and manager only, but 
likewise, in the tragic department, a too frequent au- 
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thdr, and tb^ atithofr of highest reputAtiad. On Mr« 
JPitt tbenj as presiding minister, must rest the priocif al 
iveight of responsibility. 

On the mediation solicited bj the French gdver»« 
ment^and on the rejection of that applioatioo^ whatar«i 
we to think F Let as, my Lord, look back to tiae theii 
condition of Fhance ; and let as also re-call to oar re* 
ix>i]ectioni the then situation of England. France^ at 
that time, after a short season of uncommon anxiety^ 
and of agitation^ bordering on general convulsion, bad 
so far happily steered the course of regeneration, a* 
to have succeeded in putting down, without bloodsbed, 
tlie despotic j^t of ber monarchy* and to have abo* 
Usfaed a 'subservient and favoured aristocracy with 
Irhicb, oh account of the imtnensily of its numbers and 
its wealth, it was impossible in the first instance to com* < 
promise, by conceding to it, as in England, an entire 
branch of the legislature. The people were free, and 
tlie king was upon his throne. But such a new-born 
freedom required to be fed with the milk of peace, and 
to be^ nursed until it could go alone by some guardian 
itate of congenial mind, and of sufficient power. Whi- 
ther then could France turn her eyes except to jEwg- 
fcnrf? — Except to that country from which Holland^ in 
a pi*edicament still more critical found protection, and 
to which she was indebted for the uprearing and tbe 
consolidating of her republic? 

On the first symptom of an hostility on the part of 
Amtria, the true meaning of which could not be mis*- 
understood by Fnmce, and the consequences of which 
to her infant freedom she then dreaded, and has since 
in fact experienced, hither we see came her ambassa* 
dors to implore protection. Conscious of her weakness, 
even that protection she dare not ask without first ap^ 

f>roaching in secret, without a numerous embassy of ' 
earned men, who might mix with the literati here, in • 
order to multiply the hopes of finding a favourable 
passport to the foot of the throne. The leading am- 
bassador was fortunate enough to find among our JE»-' 
glish philosopers, a nobleman-, 'closely connected with 
two principal ministers, but a nobleman, whose mote 
estimable distinctions are his simplicity of jotanaera 
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tiildt his ptobitj, his defotioii to Mbmy^ ili« loire tf# 
^ace^ his inventive genius^ and his ind«ftttigable l»* 
nours in promoting the happmeasf of his country^ and 
the good of mankind. 

To him the French ambassadors^ encouraged bj the 
frank declaration of bis own setitiments, first make 
known their diplomatic character and the object of 
their mission; in him they find the sincerest desire of 
laying the foundation of lasting peace and amity be«> 
tween the two nations; and by him the matter is im* 
mediately impai'ted to his relation^ a secretary of state 
and cabinet cotinselloo as the regular official channel 
' of sach a communication to the presiding minister^ and 
to tlie cabinet. 

Had' ever £iig;>/»8A statesman such an ofi^rtunity of 
at once cultivating the blessings of peace^ and of raising 
his country to pi^*eminence atid to gtoryf Had ever 
English statesman such means of acouiring over fi*anc£ 
an influence beneficial to Englandf qr of converting 
the disposition to annoy his country which had distJn« 
guished the counsels of the Bourb^nSy while despotic/ 
into an attachment natural in one nation towards an* 
other nation, having a similarity of interest in conse^ 
quetice of a similarity of government f Here we see 
Fmnecy simply in consequence of her having become 
free, naturally seeking alliance with freedom, as her 
proper security against tlie neighbouring despotisms, 
whose interest ana stroiig desire it had now become, to 
destroy that form of government, she had just adopted, 
and was endeavouring to esteMish. As far as it wais 
possible to hutnble hei-self without surrendering heir 
dignity, we see her giving the ascendant to her anci^- 
cnt rival ; making her as it were the arbitei'of her des' 
tiny; praying her mediation, and giving her cctfte 
blanche as to the terms. 

It was at that moment the wisdom of France^ to 
make aH other considerations give way t«> the firm, 
establishment and consolidation of her freedom.; and 
she feh il. This, she must have seen in the light of a 
work of tin^', and consequently fhat a dmrable aUiance 
with England, was her great external interest* Her 
teadmg ^atriotx corid net be so igaoraot as fM>i to 
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knowj that a nation of slaves are of thietnselv^s'^ indl 
without mach aid^ and much protection, and much 
time for learning all their new duties^ and acquiring all 
the habits of their new regimen, extremely unfit, and 
nearly incapable of becoming a nation of free men. — 
Those patriots could not but know the immense differ-^ 
ence there was in that respect^ between the people eif 
Franccy and the people of America, Besides, the re^ 
volution which had taken place in Frdnce, was in very 
important points quite dissimilar from that which had 
taken place in America; for in the former> the whole 
body of the law was totally changed) whereas in the 
latter^ the great solid mass of their institutions^ and the 
whole substance of their common law, remained un« 
touched in essence,' and little altered in form^ 

This was not only known to the men of letters in 
France, but to many among them who, by serving; in 
America, had a perfect knowledge of facts. They 
also knew that at no time was America better governed, 
than when the power of England first expired, and 
when her several governments, as they had long sub- 
sisted, cea3ed to exist. There, from a knowledge of 
what belonged to freedom, and the habit of performing 
its duties, the French statesmen saw that mere tempo- 
rary committees answered every purpose. They per- 
ceived that the people universally knew what was ne- 
cessary to be done, and what was proper to be avoided ; 
th^t they did the one, and shunned the other, just as 
naturally as the crouds in the streets of a great city flow 
at the same time in opposite^ and in all directions, with- 
out confusion or any disposition to do each other mis- 
chief. These Frenchmen had seen that the American 
people had at the same time made war, and made civil 
constitutions without disorder or confusion, and withoat 
any superintending guardian having been in the small- 
est degree necessary ; although they availed themselves 
of a treaty with France for military assistance* , 

It was otherwise in France, and her statesmen at this 
lime felt the difference. The mass of the French na- 
tion having been in want of knowledge, and of habits^ 
}}ehce, and a powerful^ protecting guardian were abso- 
utely necessary .to preserve their infadt helpless free- . 
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^om: and wanting tbes^, their liberty has since been 
lost. But what has not England also lost^ and what is 
now th$ state of the natioriy in consequence of the con- 
duct of Mr. ritt, when JFrance became our suitor^ and 
in the natural humility of distiessj implored our protec- 
tion? 

Politicians do not expect great beneBts without pay- 
ing for them; wherefore, had there been just cause of 
alarm to any foreign possession of England iroin French 
neighbourhood/ every thing our minister could in rea- 
son have asked, would doubtless have been gladly 
conceded; friendly exchanges and other adjustments^ 
beneficial to our dependencies, might have been settled ; 
and if in order to have given weight to our mediation^ 
we had been put to an expeqce in arming, liberal equi- 
valents would have been offered; not but that a con- 
duct of generosity and magnanimity, becoming a: free* 
nation, interposing on behalf of freedom, would 
have been the wisest policy. Hetd at that time the En- 
glish nation enjoyed a real- representation in parliament, 
such would have been the conduct of her minister. 

On the obvious principle that the world is wide 
jenough for the epmmerce and activity of both nations ; 
and that it were better, if it were possible, to settle their 
irespective pretensions amicably, and with moderation, 
' than by arms and enmity; an opportunity so favourable 
for cultivating a friendship with France, for extinguish- 
ing jealousies,and for averting war,(ifnotforever, at least 
for an age;) would have been in the highest degree co- 
veted by a real statesman of discernment and integrity. 
He would have gladly embraced the occasion of impres- 
ising on the gratitude of that nation and its governments 
a sense of important obligation* In accenting with one 
hand the office of mediator, with the other he would 
have tendered the cordial friendship of England. He 
would have mediated with a strict regard to justice, and 
with a frankness and dignity, leaving no doubt of a de- 
termination on his part, that bis mediation should be 
jespected. He would have revised and renewed the 
commercial treaty then in existence, and studiously 
•have improved that species of intercourse on such a 
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nystem of mutual benefit, as in time *d hiive beMme 
highly necessary to the comfort of both cotiDtries, vnA 
to such a degree inter^wjven with the interests and ih* 
habits of tlie people, as to have made it extremely dif*- 
ficult for statesmen less wise than himself, to have ur- 
ged at any subsequent period two such nations to th^ 
cutting of each others throats. Atrd Mr. Pitt doe* 
know, that a tfade with an opulent and near neighbour^ 
is the b^st of all trades. 

A 'philosophic statesman would hav^ foreseen to h\H 
country more peace and security from France, white h 
newly-limited prince and his people Were balancing; 
their powers, than from France, driven to the exercise 
of her military energies, ander circumstances natarafljr 
producing military government; from frawce, occtipied 
in the softening arts of commerce, and the peaceM 
tendencies of wealth, than from France, braced by war 
and poverty into national hardihood and a reliance on 
arms. A truly wise «nd provident minister W'onld buve 
seen the high degree of probability of greatly modera« 
ting at home the naval and military establishments^ 
which are so burrhensome to his country, by honour- 
able and secure stipulations, in which there cannot pos- 
sibly be a doubt but that Spain would have gladly 
joined. And seeing the solid advantages that woald 
result to England, and the benefit to the whole civilised 
world, from a well adjusted alliance with France, <«i 
terms calculated for permanency and mutnal honour, 
such, doubtless, wotild h-avebeen an object of Mr. Ptf/V 
solicitude, bad it not been for the motives arising out 
of the capitulation with the faction behind the tkrone,iy£ 
which we have spoken. 

Is it, my Lord, too mueb to believe that, bj^ such a 
conduct towards Frimce in her distress, and by the in*- 
■fluence it ,would have given to the advi<:^ ik such a 
friend, she might have been taught political moderati- 
on, and instructed in the best means of reconciling her 
liberty with ,the continnance of royalty ; and the pm*- 
dence even of regftoring alinpiited nobility as the accom^ 
paniment of her limited throne, by selecting from the 
t'amities of bei^t pretensross for antiquity and' publi^ 
virtue, an hereditary pobility, for exercising the powers 
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of a distiiict braneh in her legislatare? It ww sot aa 
invmciUe objectioa to nobles vaereij as siicfa, thait 
made their exclusion from power an apt of cMiberate 
thoice; bcrt it was tihe iear inspired by the iinmense 
Bnniber of the noblesse^ and their collecttve weidth, 
whi<4i on that occasion made their excluMon an act of 
necessity ; for otherwise to have brought them under 
the restraints of a good governmeat, wouid have been 
Bless hazardotis experiment than that which was made; 
besides whtdi^ it required but a slight kaowled^of 
human nature^ and of the French character^ to hav« 
fenowti lliat the new republicanism which then sprung 
up^ \iras from 0eed 6own in stony ground^ suddenly 
;$hootfng forth^ bat soon to wither and scorch away ap 
the sun of a good constitution ommpc suited to their ha* 
bits and temper «ho«td shine forth. 



LETTER X. 



' SIt honm, 

X HERE is fHcewise jinolher and a grand reason 
why the English minister ri>on1d have strained eviery 
nerve for a complete restoration of our constiftutioual 
liberties^ and why he sbouM have seized on so fortunate 
a moment for a strict alliance with France, on the basis 
offree governments. The union and co-operation of two 
suqh nations^ on such a basrs^ must have had the hap- 
piest influence in awing the great potentates into a pre- 
servation of peace^ towards meliorating the condiiion 
of mankind) north of ihe Medittrranean, and in tlie 
true sense of the phrase, effecting " the deliverance of 
Europe" The very example alone of two such potent 
and free governments in friendly alliance, and the hap- 
piness thence resulting to their people, would gradually 
3»2 
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have put out of countenance all European despotism* 
Strangers of all nations would have returned hcnne from 
such countries improved in political knowledge; and 
even sovereigns would have felt the obligation of pre« 
venting comparisons to their own disadvantage. la 
all other branches of science (those of civil government 
and divinity only excepted) we already see all nations 
vying with each other^ and all governments affording 
mutual aid and encouragement, to studies and pursuits 
beneficial to mankind, even in time of war; of which we 
recently have had, in particular, noble examples, in 
what relates to voyages of discovery and to vaccination. 
If then, at the period we speak of, England had com- 
pletely renovated her own constitution; if she had pro- 
tected France in estabTishing her own freedom ; and if 
those two had excited the admiration of all other Eu* 
ropean nations for the excellency of their governments, 
and for encouraging a study of the two sciences of all 
others' the most important, the genial influence of their 
example must have been powerfully felt throughout 
Europe* 

Civil government being the science first in rank 
amongst those which statesmen and sovereigns profess, 
the master-art which it is the occupation of their lives 
to learn and to practise, and to legislate and to rule for 
the good of mankind being their duty, and constituting 
their true glory and happiness ; had the governments 
of two siich nations as England and France y establishing 
complete political liberty, and conseqjuently ceasing to 
discourage a free discussion of that science, its diffusion 
over the other European states must have gradually 
softened down to mildness and benignity, the stern vi- 
sage of arbitrary power ; and bj' degrees, perhaps im- 
perceptible but yet certain, have meliorated the con- 
dition ^f mankind, and excited among their rulers a 
rivalship in legi$lation,and an emulation in beneficence; 
even beyond, it is to be hoped, what was so evidently 
excited among all sovereigns by the Prussian Frederick, 
in the science of war and the discipline of armies. 

But let me return after this short digression, if it be 
a digression, to the option really presented to the pre^ 
siding minister of England, when her mediation was^ 
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humbly sought by France, for preventing the bloody 
war we have witnessed ; an option which placed in the 
hands of that minister^ the fountains of good and evil 
to his country. Awful consideration ! Surely no 
earthly minister had ever such an option before ! Nor 
any statesman an equal opportunity of benefiting his 
country ! Reflect, 1 beseech you, my Lord, on the na- 
ture of the case, on the extent of its consequences, and 
on the responsibility attending it. Contemplate, I 
entreat you, the contrast between what Mr. PiY^ ac- 
tually rejected, and what *he actually chose ; between 
the benefactor he might have been to his sovereign's 
wide dominions, to Europe, and to the civilized world, 
and the dreadful scourge to them he has proved ; be- 
tween the lustre he might have shed around our beloved 
England, and the melancholy gloom into which his per- 
nicious counsels have plunged her ; and mark in this 
comparison the true image of the soul of that man, who, 
instead of desiring to shine the benevolent guardian, 
feeling for mankind, the reforming patriot, the accom- 
plished legislator, the advocate of rational discussion, 
the friend of freedom, and the exalter of the human 
character; made the shocking election of figuring as 
th^ firebrand of war, the stimulator of carnage, aa opos- 
, tale from patriot virtue, and a ferocious enemy to free 
writing, free speech, free action ; a very goth, at- 
tempting by persecutions, chains, and dungeons, to 
establish a reign of terror, (larkness and brutality ; a 
poisoner of £iig/2sA society by a system, of unexampled 
scoundrelism, and a debaser of the character of our na- 
tion ! 'Tis not, thapk God ! my reproach, to have sub- 
mitted unresistingly to the tyrant, or to have witnessed 
in silence my cpuntry's degradation ! 

J know not, my Lord, how it is, but in the mixed 
contemplation of that man's immeasurable depravity, 
and the wide range of its calamitous consequences, there 
is a something which for a time even suspends my in- 
dignation, and causes my resentments to die within me ; 
for when L think upon the nations he has afllicted^ and 
the diversity of evils he has brought upon my own par- 
ticular country, woinmii^eratioijL for so much humaa 
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misery^and fthame for so much dishonour, fill my whole 
mind, and absorb all its capacities of feeling. 

On the circumstances which led to the present war, and 
on points arising therefrom, perhaps we have said 
enough : on those therefore attending its commence- 
ment we come now to speak. 



LETTER XL . 



My Lord, 

xJ Y the American war England had increased her 
debt above one hundredand twenty milliom; but in losing 
that federal union into which as 1 have said her old con- 
nection with America might have been improved, she 
had not only, as before noticed, received a deep naval 
.wound — ^but she had likewise lost that decided peaces- 
commanding ascendant among the nations which the 
exercise on her part of justice and wisdom would have 
conferred upon her. Instead therefore of again seeking 
War, she ought to have guarded with the utmost fore- 
thought and prudence against its renewal ; and taught 
by that recent stroke which had impaired the stamina 
of her real power and dominion, equally ought she to 
have strengthened and fortified herself, by removing 
every obstruction to the existence, and to the exercise 
of her own native energies, civil and military. 

In place of the strength which in America had been 
lost, England's strength at home ought to have been 
improved. The representation of her people in parlia- 
ment was gone to extreme decay ; and, as for her true, 
genuine, proper, constitutional militia, known in the 
antient books, by the title of Poue Comitatus, it might 
be said, notwithstanding an Essay upon it, from the 
pen of the immortal Jones published in 1780, to have 
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hikn iQtQ an idmost eomplele obHviaa wUh th« pub^ 
lie ; although that Essay ought la have beeq knowii> 
and I presume mu^l have been known to Mr. Pitt ; 
who aUo, from his legal edupution, could not without 
sbaafte have been ignorant of l&e militaiy brauch' of out 
cojMtitunoM. 

But this ininiatejr^ instead of adding to our streugih^ 
fay restoring to its fuU vigour th^ civil branch of our 
ComiiMiM, was then treacherously adding to its de* 
<^y^ by elevating the priacipal borough holders to the 
peerage^ and thus rendering the House of Commons 
more a&d more dependent upon the House of Lords^ 
more and more a shadow and mockery of popular re^ 
presentation ; and instead of augmenting our military 
energies, by fully restoring the military branch of the 
constitution, he left that as he found it, treacherously 
sacrificed to court policy j since which, as the urp^ent 
' demands of war came upon him, he substituted for a 
revival in this respect of the constitution, his tricking 
' dishonourable plans, which gave such just offence to 
our commanders ot militia; as well as bis other uncon- 
stitutional novelty, for converting all the parish officers 
in the kingdom into serjeants and crimps for raising 
a mercenary army ; a project which has deservedly 
been the object of satire and ridicule. 

But notwithstanding the treachery of the minister in 
going to war, without at the same time restoring the 
constitutional energies of our government, civil and 
military, yet, compared withvall the nations under the 
old governments of Europe, England had at that pe-r 
ribd in her bosom so much of the spirit of liberty, as 
in comparison with them, gave her a far more energetic 
character ; and her commerce gave her a navy and 
wealth ; so that she was still too great and too formi- 
dable to be driven into a war against her will. What 
but a very short time antecedent to the wai' was her 
power compared with that of France, we have already 
seen, by the fearful, anxious, secret embassy from the 
French to the English court; and what the minister 
thought of the power of JRrawcd, at the time he joined 
the confederacy, we may understand from the threats and 
the boasts of which he was then so lavish ; as well as 
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from the schemes of dismemberment and partition^ and 
even of subversion and political annihilation^ then so 
much talked of; from whence, and from all the cir- 
cumstances of the case, including the fraiuh com* 
plained of by liord Stanhope, and the whole of the su- 
percilious and insolent treatment of the ambassador 
Chauveliuy the pretence that England, comparatively 
great and powerful as she was, could not avoid the war 
without dishonour, must be rejected with indignation, 
as the most daring falsehood ever attempted to be im- 
impused upon mankind. 

Now, my Lord, having dismissed the circumstances 
which led to, and which were attendant on the comr 
mencement of the war, we are come to the consideratioq 
of those which hsLVJe followed. 



LETTER XII. 



My LorD/ 

JjUT my mind revolts from the horrid spectacle ; my 
pen shrinks from the calamitous detail of particulars. 
Brief, therefore, shaH be the sketch : it is not indeed 
an historian we want, but a political moralist and le- 
gislator ; not so much a narrative of our miseries, as 
a discovery of their causeSydind of proper means and laws 
for their iuiure prevention ; and until these tasks shall 
be undertaken by others better qualified for the perfor-- 
mance, even my humble endeavours may possibly be 
useful. In speaking of the state of the nation, neither 
external nor accidental circumstances otherwise enter 
into my contemplation, than as mere trifles compared 
with those, which, if I may so speak, are internal to 
the constitution itself, and essential to its^ preservation, 
^ow, as fertility springs from putrefaction, and as we 
perpetually see in the inscrutable lawS/ and workings 
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pf Divine Providence, good arising out of evil^ so, from 
the very wickedness of the war's origin^ and the neces-r 
sities growing out of its direful continuance, together 
with its multiplied evil consequences, we shall discover 
important good ones already in part experienced, and 
others equally good made so manifest, that it is reason-^ 
ably to be presumed < unless the nation be abandoned 
of heaven^ and its iina^ doom be decreed, it will avail 
itself of its experience to restore its own healthy strength 
and prosperity. . 

If we see the war to have originated in cornuption, 
profligacy^ and despotism, is it no gain, no b^o^tit, 
that we pan trace the evil to its source ? that, knowing 
our disease, we know our cure ? that discovering the 
jBvil to have its root in the court and borough factions^ 
we have a demonstration of the necessity of a paHiq-^ 
pieniary reformatiot^ ? that as he who is nominally tike 
minister of the crown, is in reality the minister of the 
factions^ he must be divested of power, to make way 
for a minister more constitutional. If in the prosecu- 
tion of this war, the court and borqugk factions, unre- 
presented as We are in parliament, have oppressed us 
with an infinity of taxes, and laid onus an additional 
burthen of between three and four hundred millions^ 
jaiakine the whole under which we now groan, betweeo 
si> ana seven hundred millions, are we not practical!/ 
instructed in the e^jcellence of that constitutional prin- 
ciple which s?iys, theft shall be no taxation without re^ 
presentation ? If, after the shameful neglect for cen- 
turies o^the military branch of our constitution, and the 
corrupt, despotic, and enormously expensive policy of 
raising upon its ruins a standing merceti,ary army, for 
the destruction of liberty, have we gained n^^thing by a 
war, the dangers and necessities of which has given 
us a force of four hundred thousar^d FREE men im 
firms? }lave we gained nothing in discovering the 
impossibility of any mercenaiy defence, and that ouf 
security at last depends upon an armed popuJation 9 
Have we gained nothing in our attention, having thu^ 
been calledto the military branch of our constitution,aiid 
in learning the necessity of its being '^ restored to fuU 
f * vigour and euergy f " 
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In speaking, my Lord; of the miKtary branch of 
the constitution^ i may not at first be understood by 
any but by the gentleman who reads law with a states- 
man's eye^ particularly such as may have studied the 
valuable writings of Mr. GranviUe Sharp ; the tract of 
Sir William Jones, entitled '* Jn Iwjmry into the legal 
^ means of suppressing Riots, with a constitutional plan 
" of future dejence ;** and such essays as *^ 1 he Appeal 
^ civil and military, on the English Constitution/^ and 
*' England's JEgis ; or the military energies of the Em* 
** pireJ* Suffice it at present to say, that in the plans 
of military men without constitutional knowledge, we 
liave nothing to expect, but plans, which, in propor- 
tion ns they should defend our lands, would annihilate 
our liberties ; and that in those, we have received from 
ministers we have to lament such evasions of the consti- 
tution as betray the cloven foot of the faction behind the 
throne. Those ministers, my Lord, ought to know, that 
it Was no exaggeration when, six years ago, 1 said of 
the military system found in the military branch of our 
constitution, that " ^t holds a glorious pre-eminence over 
•* eVery other military system of human invention';"! 
and they ought to have restored that system, instead of 
giving us in its stead a lame imitation, and a fraudful 
evasion of it ; a wretched piece of temporary patch- 
work, which, as soon as they could patch up a peace 
Ivas to crgmble again to dust ; whereby the volunteers 
were to be dissolved and disarmed, and the nation agaia 
committed to the keeping of those worst of goalers, a 
standing mercenary army. 

The mountebank motley of plans and projects, of 
frauds and deceits, and the trickings even of a swindling 
complexion, for obtaining a disposable force, which 
justly gave so much offence to those who had commands 
in the militia, were disgraceful to an English govern- 
ment; and, towards perfecting our military system, 
6ught to be held to be just as wide of rectitude, honesty, 
and good sense, as the despicable quackery of pretend- 
ing to cure our state corruptions, by aay thing in the 

1 Appeal, civ. and mil. Dn the Const, iv. 
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fihape of ao act of parliament for reforming the offices 
pertaining to the navy and army. Trustio^^ however, 
that the *'- Jppeal/^ and ^* England^ % -^gw/' have m 
no small degree tended to communicate constitutional 
knowledge on the subject^ as well as to correct and to 
counteract military errors^ it is my intention shortly 
to publish to the latter the additipa of a second part. 



LETTEB XIIL 



J.T IS needless, my Lord, to look farther into the state 
of the nation, than to discover and to mark the decays 
of our CONSTITUTION civil and military. Repair 
those decays, and all will soon be well : every thing 
else will follow^ as the cart, to use a homely phrase, 
follows the hor^e that draws ic : but when we see the 
cart before the horse, we are reminded of the bubble, 
in which the people gave their money to see a horse 
with his head where his tail should be, and we know 
that fraud and (deception are at work. When, before wc 
have a reform of parliament^ we see bills o{ official re* 
form, and for new commissions of inquiry, in the hanc|s 
of Mr. Pitt, and Mr. Rose, we see the cart before the 
horse; and with Junius, we must ^^ feel an involuntary 
emotion within ourselves to guard against mischief:" 
Had not such statutes and such commissions been 
repeatedly tried and found wanting, I might have had 
faith in them. At present I have none. Like the nos- 
trums of a quack, they repel the corrupt tumours of a 
corrupt body, but they neither purify the habit^ nor 
preserve the constitution ; they only drive the humour 
gut of sight to prey upon the vital energies. Decayed 
as is the representative faculty of the body politic, and 
corrupt as is become the source of legislation, there 
caa b« 40 cure without going to the root of the evi)^ 
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urithout removing the cause of the malady ; and I say 
with Mr. Burke, " I am quite clear, that if we do not 
*' go to the very origin and first ruling cause of grie- 
" vances, we do nothing:" until reformation shall 
reach the house of Commons itself, all pretences of 
cure are imposture and mockery. '^ What does it sig- 
" nify to promote oeconomy upon a measure, and to 
'* suffer it to be subverted in the principle V'\ 

Such was the former imposture of Mr. Pht himself, 
when, in 1785, he gave you, instead of one statute for 
parliamentary, two for official reformation ;> such the 
ipiposture of hiin who, in the same year, gave you 
that very Navy Pay Office statute, for the gross vio- 
lation of which by himself, he is now impeached ; a 
statute in which beseems to have outwitted hiwself, as 
it was so loosely worded, that he now tells the House 
of Commons it was not intended to forbid that which 
they charge upon him as a crime ! and such also the 
imposture of Mr. Burke himself, one of whose direct 
purposes in the official reforms he so paradingly intro- 
duced was to " baffle'* the friends of a parliamentary re- 
formation. " I would persuade,*' says he, ^' a resistance 
** both to the corruption and to the reformation, that 
V prevails. It will not be i^ealcer but much stronger for 
^* combatting both together.A victory over re^jil coirup- 
*' tions would eiiable us to baffle the spurious tUepretend- 
** ed reformations."^ I do not claim half the merit for 
" what I didj^as for what \ prevented from being done *'^ 
This is the manj; who, so long ago as 1774, in reply to 
a sophistical argument for taxing America by an Eng- 
lish parliament, had indignantly replied, — ^* He says, 
'*^ that if they are not free in their present state, Ewg- 
<^ land is not free ; because Manchester and otlier 
" considerable places, ate not represented. So then, 
•' because some towns in England are not represented^ 
** America is to have no representation at all.. They 
*' are our children ; but when children ask for'bread,w^ 
♦* are not to give a stone. Is it because the natural re- 
^' sistance of things^ and the various mutations of time^ 

1 Speech on securing the Independence of parliament, p. 18, 
ft Letter to Elliott, vol. vii. 368. S l^etter to n INobic Lord, 23. 
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'^ hinders our government, or any government from 
*^ being any more than a sort of approximation to the 
^^ right, is it therefore that the colonies are to recede 
" from it infinitely ? When this child of ours wishes to 
'' assimilate to its parent, and to reflect with a true filial 
'^ reverence the beauteous countenance of British liber- 
'^ ty ; are we to turn to them the shameful parts of our 
'' constitution ? Are we to give them our weakness for 
'^ their strength ? our opprobium for their glory i and 
^' the slough of slavery which we are not able to work 
*' off, to serve them for their freedom ?"i 

Lord North too, when his American war had filled 
the nation with misery and discontent, but not before^ 
bad become an official reformer; and indeed set the 
fashion to Messieurs Burke, Pitt, and Dundas, (now 
Lord Melville ;) and among them we had in the course 
of seven years sixteen statutes for correcting official 
abuses and corruptions; and, including revivals we 
had in. all twenty four of them prior to that for which 
we are indebted to the Earl of St. Vincent. But where, 
my Lord, is the rich fruit of these reforms promised ud 
by Mr. Burke, when he says, '^a disposition to expence 
'' was complained of; to tliat I opposed, ,not mere re- 
**' trenchment, but a system of aconomy, which would 
** make a random expence without plan or foresight, 
*' in future not easily practicable. 1 proceeded upon 
'^ principles of research to put me in possession of my 
'' matter; on principles of method to regulated; and 
^^ on principles in the human, mind and in civil affairs 
*^ to secure and perpetuate the operation. Hereafter, 
'' no civil list debt can ever come upon the public. It 
'^ extinguishes secret corruption almost to the possibi- 
*' lity of its existence. It destroys direct and visible 
'^ influence equal to the offices of at least fifty mem- 
'^ hers of parliament. 2 Whatever I did at that time, 
f^ so far as it regarded order or economy, is stable and 
." eternal; as all principles must be." 3 This to be sure 
is mighty fine in an oration. But I wish to know, where 
was this bar to the possibility of fresh civil list debts. 



r Speech 19th. April, i774. p. 91. 

2 Let. to a noble Lord. 23. 3 lb. 32. 
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wlien Mr. Pitt twice 6r Ihrice mtce came to ptrrllameni 
for very large sunw to pay the ereditors f And I ask, 
what reason we have to imagine that Mr. Surkc either 
ibade secret corruption less practicable^ or parKament 
more independent^ than before? And where, I again 
ask, in real practical operation, is ihis perpetuation of 
ifie oratoi^s syslem i this staWity and eternity of his 
oeconoray i Where is his restriction of secret nertfice 
money at home to ten thousand pounds a year ?i Where 
his ** victorv emer real torraptionsr by which he was to 
*' baffle** the parliamentary reformers, by rendering 
fheir system unnecessary? For these happy effects! 
have inquired in vain. I hare sought them in the nu- 
meious folio Tolunes of the commissioners of naval 
inquiry^ but they are full of new abuses, new corrupti- 
ons, and new misapplications <jf pnWic money ; which, 
unless that reform which Mr. Burke •'' *ri^e^' shall 
previously take place, pnesent ns with an Augean stable 
which not even a Hercnits couW cleanse. Shall we 
not then from experience retort npon '' this nmfions, 
this pretended reformer ^ the words he himselt applied 
on conjecture to Mr. Pitth plan of parliamentary re- 
form in 1785:- '*^ But this measure was only an iHu- 
^ sion, from which no solid benefit could ever result.*' 
*' For his part, he considered the whole of it as mere 
** delusion, an fgwlsyii^atts, calculated to miisflead and 
" bewilder.'* 2 All that we distinctly 'see respecting 
secret service money is, that exclusive of acknowledged 
misappiieations, one scrm of ien thousand pounds not 
only went secretly into the pockets of somebody, but 
for that purpose was secretly seized upon, out of money 
granted for the service of the navy, and forbidden by 
an express law to be otherwise applied ; and Lord MeU 
tiUe in his speech at the bar of the house of commons^ 
lets them know he is determined to " baffle'* all inquiry 
about it. Is Mr. Burke's *^ victory over real corrupti- 
ons" found in the departments of the army, the ofd' 
nance, the barracks, where abuse and corruption are 
now the subjects of new acts of parKament f No, my 

1 See 22 Geo. HI. c. 82. 2 WyvilPs PoUt. papers, 11. 432, 434. 
Tlioughts on the causes of the present discontents. £d. 1780. 
p. 48, 87. 
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Lord, Ii€Pe 19 no victory of lefenn over corniptibn ; but^ 
OB tfae t^onlrary, a viclory of corrnpdon over refern ; 
and such iadeed (to borrow words from the reforming 
orator,) mxi^i perpetually aiid ttemaify be the case, uq« 
tit you shall diy up the source of tbemisdiief in the 
house of commons itself. 

The wily politictaB when he first published his mtk* 
tioo on official oocomomy, called it a speech, on presen** 

ting '^ A PLAN FOR THK BETTER SECURITY OF THB 
'' INDEPENDENCE OF PARLIAMENT, 8CC." and IR tht 

introductory argument he Expressly says, '^ I am quite 
'' clear, that if we do not go to the very origin and first 
^ ruiing cause of grievances, we do nothing :'' i and to* 
wards ^' better securing the independence <xf parlia^. 
Htent,'^ NOTHING HE DID, as cvery one knows ; andaoU 
withstanding this declaration, so far was be from hi<» 
tending to '' go to the very origin and first ruling caase 
of grievances,'' that the very object of his plan was to 
^ iajfie'^ tlioae who did honestly attempt it, as he him* 
self has since, -ander his own pensioned hand, assured 
as. How anxious he was to ^ bujffie** tfae real reform 
RBiers of ipariiament, a good judge wi41 discern, from ob« 
serving that in(K> his plan and his oratioh^ be had pot 
the who4e industry of his energetic nature^ the whole^ 
powers of bis vigorous and comprehensive mind, and 
all ilie persuasiveness of his admirable eloquence. 
When it suited the factious pdfpose of tfae orator, «• 
man could paint the loathsomeness of parKanientary 
corrupiyioa in stronger colours than himself; for^ tea 
years prior to his plan of oiBdal reform, he had said^ 
*^ When the people conceive that laws, and tribunalsy 
^ and even po^pui^ar assemblies, are perverted from 
*^ the ends of thefr institution, they find in those names 
'' of degenetated t$tablkkment9, only new motives of 
^, discontent. Those bodies which when foil of life 
'' and beauty, Jay in their arms, and were their joy and 
*' oonrfort, when dead and i^uthi'D, become but the 
** more i^oathsome froiA remembrance of former ea* 
^ dearments/'s 

r. p. 18. SThougbts on the cause? of the present discontents, j|). 5^ 



Digitized by 



Google 



64 

And althongh his sagacity had early perceived, tTiat^ 
in respect of the politics of the faction behind the throne^' 
*' parliament was indeed the great object of all these 
•* politics, the end at which they aimed, as well' as thu 
^ instrument by which they were tooperate;"! although 
for ten years he had witnessed the truth of these ob« 
servations made in 1770; and although after len years 
more, including the greater part of the American war^ 
of still more shocking experience, and even talking in 
1780 of going " to the very origin and first ruling cause 
*' of grievances," yet we find nothing could prevail 
with him to act against his own innate hatred of po< 
pillar freedom, so predominant, and so active at all 
times was that principle in his mind^ that he was ever 
vigilant to discern the most distant approach of po- 
pular demands for an amended representation and a 
shorter duration of parliaments ; and what his sagacity 
in 1770, with prophetic eye foresaw, he artfully endea^ 
Touried at the same time by anticipation, to '^ baffle" and 
defeat. As it then suited his purpose, he inflamed the 
discontents of the people^ that he might make use of 
them against the court, in favour of his party ; and in 
doing this it became necessary to shew how parliament . 
had been " made subservient to a system, by which it 
** was to be degraded from the dignity of a national 
f' council, into a mere member of the court ;" that it 
wascorrupt,and "dead and PUTRiD/'even to " loath- 
aoMENfiss;" but that the people might only cftimour 
against the court for a change of ministers, without 
pbtaioing for. themselves any real redress of grievances, 
he introduces arguments for shewing it is neither ex- 
pedient nor. practicable, to amend our representation ; 
and when he speaks oi representation itself, he, like al- 
most all dealers in sophistry and delusion, resorts to the 
, fraudulent trick of i^ figurative application of this plain 
^ord^ when the literal application ought to be used ; 
in order to divert his reader from its legal and constitu^ 
tional signification : I must conclude these observati** 
ons with remarking, that although the Thoughts on the 

1 Tlioughtson the causes of the present discontents p. 7* 
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€auU oftheprtitnt dfmontaUs b one of th« finest arma- 
ments that ever was penned, for shewing the necessity 
of a radical reform in our representation, yet its author 
coald ^^ see no other way for the preaiervatioD of a deeeni 
-' attention to public interest in the repreaentatives, bul 
'' the mterpo$iti(mvfthe body of tkc people itseif, whenn 
^'^ ever it shall appear by some flagrant and notorious 
'^ act, by some capital innovation^ that these represen- 
'' tatives are going to overleap the fences of the law^ 
'' and to introduce an arbitrary power. This interposi-: 
** tion is a most unpleasant remedy /^^ . 

The reforming acts of parliament I have spoken of 
are as follows ; m the king^s 20th. year, c, 54; 21st. 
year, c. 45, 48 ; 22d. year, c. 50> 75, 8 1> 82 } 2Sd. year^ 
c. 50, 68 ; 24th. year, c. 13 ; 25th. year, c, 52, 68 ; 26th. 
year, c. 63, 66, 67> 99; 27th. year, c. 35 ; 29th. year, 
c. 64j 32d.year, c.^3, 34 ; S8tb. year, 0-86^ 39th. y?ar, 
83 ; and 40tb. year, c 22, 54. 



^f^ 



LETTER XIV. 



M 1^ Lonn, 

j\s we have heard so much about the^A clause of 
Lord St. Fincenfs act, inserted after it got into the 
house of lords as an amendment or improvement; and of 
which clause so many persons from dL first lord of the 
Admiralty downwards took advantage, so that in their 
answers to the commissioners, not as persons under ac«* 
cusation, but as stewards called upon to rencjer an ac- 
count of their stewardship, they might not criminate 
themselves; it may not be amiss to shew the spirit of 
former acts among the foregoing number. By the first 
of those, an act to examine the public accounts^ 8cc. 

1 See P. 98. 130. 
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all manoer o^ persons ftummoned by lb€ ^oiilmi«9ioii-« 
efs^ are ^ directed and required'' t(> aU^nd^ and to obey 
tbeir commands^ and akliepgb the commission ^xtenda 
to an examination -into corrupt %iid fraiiduteiit practices, 
Ihey are tobe^^amined upon oatb> without any spe- 
cial clause tk>'pnt thetii upoo tkeir^guard a|)d. protect 
tbem against disclosorea: and the preieimble of this 
statute profes^^s that it ts pasaetl ^^ to' the intent that 
^' bis Majesty^ and the people of this kingdom, may be 
'^ sajtisfied and truiy informed whether*' the public mo- 
nies "have bcjen faithfully issued outydisbursed/order- 
** ed, SLud ^itpend^dffdr ihtf rids and purpose9 for t&hich 
^^ they were granted** 

By the f' act.forthe'bcttere]Camining and auditing 
the public accounts of tbia^ kingdom," in 1785, c. 5^, 
the cotnmissioners are to examine uponr oaV&.all ac- 
countants «od others 3¥bom diey shail find occasion to 
call before them, touching ell matters ^nd things ne<* 
cessary for the due execution of their powers. If any 
of these persons " shall wilfully and corruptly give false 
evidence, they shall be '^subject and* liable to such 
" pains and penalties as, by any law now in being, 
*' persons convicted of wilful and corrupt peijury are 
*' subject and liable to/* 

And again by the act for examination of public ac- 
counts in the West Indies, passed 31 st. of December, 
1800, all accountants, and all persons who " may be 
likely to give useful information," are liable to be called 
before the commUsioue^s; and in default of appearing, 
or refusing to answer, may be imprisoned; and when 
-examined^ it is to b^ noon oath^ with the pain3 and 
penalties of perjury for raise evidence, in a clause al-? 
most verbatim the same as the one already quoted. 

Blackston^, in speaking of the powers of the court 
of chancery y scenes to consider as the best among them, 
*^ that of obtaining a discovery by the oath of the de- 
^^ fendant ;" i and as so much pains have been takeu 
in the act passed 29th. December, 180^, as well as by 
Mr. Pi7^ and very nearly half the house of commons^ 
to '^baffle*' the commissioners of naval inquiry, and all 

1 Cora. Ill, 50, 6th. edit. i7r4» 
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Others who Have ex^edthemsel res to give effect tothis- 
last mentioned statute for official reforin; it seems some- 
what surprising that no one should have, brought a bill 
into parliak)ieni for applying the prineipk of chancery 
examinations of defendants, who of course are acciised 
of some wrongs iopuijJ.it accountants and sttwards^ who 
are not under any such charge; aod who caught td be 
Cbnsidered as owing to the state a full account and dis- 
dosure of ^very thing they know, respecting the monies 
with which they have been entrusted. If siuch an act 
Were only td have a prospective effect, public accoun- 
tants and[ stewards could in future have no cause to 
Complain; unless w& are to admit that every man who, 
by accepting a public trust, and coming within reach 
of the public money, is to be encouraged and aided ia 
Embezzling as much of it as he can without detection, 
and thdt neither parliamentary commissioners, nor par- 
liament itself, ought to receive from himself any assis- 
tance in tracing it, but what he chuses to give them. 

Is it not, my Lord, strongly syinptomatic of the state 
disease of our times, that there seems to be more ten- 
derness iti matter of examination upon oath, for those 
who are the peculators of public moneys than for those 
Mrho pay the taxes by which it is raised i By the act 
(August 11, 1803) for levying a tax upon property, al- 
though a mafi shall bona fide have delivered in a state- 
ment of his property, against which statettient thfe pro- 
per officers shall not have given any *' information" of 
its incorrectness, nor shall have made any ** objection 
thereto,'* yet the person, if the commissioners please, 
may be harrdssed with a compulsory summons to ap- 
pear before them, and there obliged to verify his ataite-' 
ment upon oath ; and it should seem that the partr 
must take such oath under a liability to all the pains 
and penalties of false swearing, if Blackstonc be right; 
for he says, '* that is the crime of wilful and corrupt 
*' perjury ; Vfhich is defined by Sir Edward Coke, to 
^' t)e a critne d^mitted when a lawful oath is admin- 
*' istered^ in some judicial proceeding, to a persoqi 
" who swears wilfully, absolutely, and falsely, in a mat- 
'^ tec material to the issue ox: poinit in question. The 
e2 



Digitized, 



.by Google 



^ law takes no notice of any perjary but subh as is 
'^ committed in some coart of justice^ having power to 
'^ administer an oath; or before some magistrate or pro^ 
'' P^^ ^ffi^^^y invested with a similar authority, in some 
'^ proceedings relative to a civil suit or a criminal pro- 
'* secution/'i And between the two cases under consi- 
deration there is this strongdistinction^that in this latter 
case a'man is compellable to make on oath a disclosure 
of the amount of his otsm property, for the purpose of 
paying a tax ''given and granted" by a house of com- 
mons^ which does not represent the nation ; whereas, in 
the former case, a man is not to be so compellable to 
make a disclosure of property belonging to the state, 
and committed to him in trust, for the purpose of pre* 
venting embezzlement^ or of recovering what has been 
embezzled. 

In the act of the last session, appointing a commis* 
sion for inquiring into abuses in the army department ; 
there is a protecting clause^ the same verbatim as the 
y^A clause of Lord St. Vincent's act; which says '' no 
'^ person shall be compellable to answer any question, 
'* or to produce any Account, Book, Paper, or Writ- 
*' ing, the answer to which, or the production of which 
'^ may criminate or tend to criminate such person, or 
'' to expose such person to any pains or penalties/' 
Hence it should seem that '^ Accounts, Books, Papers, 
** or Writings*' even though belonging to a Public Office, 
and the property of the government, as Trustees of the 
nation, may be withhoiden from the prying eyes of 
commissioners, provided the keeper of them shall 
chuse to think they contain matter " tending*' to provQ 
be has betrayed bis trust ; that is, mutter which may 
assist the commissioners in such an inquiry. If com- 
missioners of inquiry are to have less latitude of inves- 
tigation into the frauds and embez^ilements in the pub- 
Ik* offices, than the court of chancery has into the 
conduct of private defendants at the suit of a private 
plaintiff, the nation has not much to expect from such 
commissioners ; and will perhaps consider them as an 

X Com. iv, ISr. 6tb, edit 177^4. 
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additional proof of the necessity of the reformation foi: 
which we contend. 

Now, my Lord, if we have not Moses and the pro^ 
phets to teach us the law and constitution of our coun- 
try, we have another sort of instructors whose teachings 
will not, I trust, be thrown away upon us : we have the 
two hundred and sixteen, we have the two hundred and 
twenty nine, who voted, the first, AGAINST Mr. Ifhit^ 
breaas motion of the 8th. of April, for a censure against 
, Lord Melville, carried only by a single solitary suffrage; 
the last, AGAINST the motion of the e5th. of June, 
for criminally prosecuting that delinquent, carried only 
by a majority of nine : and all this, in a case in which 
it is known that above one hundred and thirty foiirmit^ 
lions of public money had illegally passed through im- 
proper channels, by the privity and connivance of the 
person in whose favour they voted. With these votes 
staring us in the face, do we want Moses and the pro-- 
phets to preach parliamentary reformation ? Or shall 
we call from the patriot dead, a Savile, a Shipptn, or a 
Marvel, to reproach us with bur depravity, and with 
the infamy of submittine to the insultins usurpation of 
the Borough faction? When we see such immense 

Sroportions of the house of con^mons in contempt of 
ecency, and in de^aqce of the nation^ openly voting 
for a gross violation of law, for ministerial impunity 
after proof of during and disgraceful crimes, and /or 
ofiieial abuse and flagrant corruption, we see with a 
ivitness the progress 6t Mr. Jrthur Young's rewarded 
doctrines^ that that house ** does not," and " ought not 
to represent the people;" that It *^ is not responsible to 
4he people ;** an^ that ^'our prosperity and happiness 
'* is owing precisely to the house of con^mons not spea- 
** king the will of tHe people ;''i and upon this damning 
proof of the iniouity, and daring character of the court 
,and borough factions, we cannot but see, that unless 
the nation shall crqmble those factions to dust, the fac- 
tions will grind the nation to powder. 

I Sec the Pominpn Wealth in danger, xliiji^ xlir, cxxir. 
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LETTER XV. 



My Lord^ 

JKUT so surprising aa event was it in an English bpusi^ 
pTcommons, to have a msyority of one, — ONE, in 
favour Q{,thepeopk, th^t silly men burst into raptures at 
the virtue of the house; and factious men echoed thi^ 
nonsense till it became nauseous. Yes truly, my Lord, 
we are much beholden to that house for it^ virtue t 
Elected the great attorney^ the head steward of the 
liation, atid entrusted with the title deeds to the nar 
tion's inheritance of political liberty, the first proof of 
uncommon virtue it gave, was ifn^mhez'^e those deeds^ 
and then, misquoiins them, to dispossess six parts 
in seven at least of the pjeople, of their inestim^able 
birthright and sacred franchise, of electing repre- 
sentatives. 8 The Puke of Gloucester, who now goV 
verned in the infancy of the King, found about thi^ 
time a general discontent, at the ^xpence and the dis- 
asters, of the war in France; wherefore, he probably 
resorted to this gross violation of libierty, as a means of 
keeping down the influence of the people on parliar 
pent, and of increasing bis own influence among the 
wealthier sort, thus raised by him above their feflowi. 
In the 9th. of that king,tbe restiictions of the act wer^ 
Utill more narrowed ; and there seems reason %o believe 
that in the 10th. year, in resentmept for these statutes^ 
the people assaulted on their way to Westminster, some 
members of parliament; because in the 11th. year we 
find a statute assigning ** the punishment of those thaf; 
make assault upon any that come to the parlis^nent.*^ 
By another instance of u^ommon virtue, the l^puse of 
Commons deprived the remaining electors of the exer- 
cise of this franchise for two years in every three ; thus 
compelling them to retain in their service, the same 

a 8Hen,vi,r. 
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jfienraatafoi tbreejG«H'3<KmtlauaiKse.>atiitiixie, although 
those servaats should l^iye openly ta,keD bribes to betray 
thm masters^ or had let thieves, into the^boase, or had 
themselves been the vobb^s of it :i aad by a third ei^ 
Ibrt of uncemmon virtue, it 6xteDde4 this privatioa to 
six years qfev^ry sey^n*;* apd in order to make. sure of 
theotytect of these i;iWi^g^, endeavors for the good of 
the people,' it took, e$|^ecial ci^e to have plenty of court 
plac^meo amoog. its members ; and it has bad the fap** 
tber viptufi t<^;»Fesistall at^;^i(ipts for preyientiag a gr^at 
number oi^ :/7]iiei-$^ thfop^^the farce of what is called> 
hmoiaghf ehctipnh frQ9d»:dispi>siog^of even hundreds i^ fits 
seau. amoagst' their ageuts,. led-^captoiiis^ and otfaep 
dependants; aad> to»co«aplet^ ail> iu v^rt^^ has provided 
for the ordering, regu!li|itiag», tbrtifying, and defending 
so admirable a sjsiein^ no jess than qhc hundred and 
ttmlve stafutfSf oo^nstitati^g such a barricado>of iiet 
within. n^^ web- wifhip .?[^bi ai^d. furnished with such a 
bo»t of law spiders^.l^atsWO^ i>^ .|i(ito either buzzing 
fly^ busy bee^ angry wasp^i }Or evenitb^.inost formid^ 
able hpriiet>,that shall dar^ tp attack fthis.M7ic^z«»t^a/io 
tom^^of ib« borqiigbf^tipn.! . ; .• (. 
. ". ,Parliaif^e^are th^^ jrue guardiauij^f liberty. Fop 
f' this'pxineipally they^ W^£<^ instituted; and ttus is the 
^' pnacipal artioleojC th^t;great and noble trusts wbicl» 
'f th& coilectiv^;bodyi.pjt\ the p^^^ple of BrUain repop'ea 
^; in the ,]^epre^entati¥^ ; butjthen np.slayery can be 
*^ .^effeotuallyr b^iight and Ji^^d upon ,us, d^pna-l^a* 
^^ meutury< slavery. , jl^y the corriiptioi^, \ qf paHifLme^ti 
^* and th^ ab^lut^,Aa£iuidnce of ^king ox hi^ tidma^n^ 
" on thq two bous^si>,y^(e/retui^iVunU).tj^jt state^ to de>* 
'^ liver or to secure us from which pariiq/^enis weie in* 
^^ ^tituted* aud are reaUy governed; , by the? aripitr^ry 
^^ Will oton^ fj^an. Qur whole ^coq^i^utiop is at o(ic^ 
" dissolved. : Many sfi^mtm to lil^rty. are p^rovided j 
*' but the integrity, wbi^h depends ^a lihefreedouiund 
'^ iadependeacy of parlia^nejOit, is.the kejf-3toue.iha< 
'^ keeps the whole togetb^r.. If this b^ shakej^ otl« 
'^ constitution totters. 11* it be quite removed, ourco'n- 
'^ stitution falls to ruin. That noble fabrick, the pnde 

1 6 William, and M. i. 2 I Geo. HI, 38. 



Digitized by 



Google 



t 
/^ of Britain, the envy of Irtir neighboar^^ ranedby 
'^ the labour of so many centuries^ repaired at the ex- 
^' pence ofsa manyiinillions^ and eemented by such a 
'* profusion of blood ; that noble fiabrick, I say^ whieh 
^' was able to resist the tiilited i^orH of so many* races 
" of giants^ may be demolished by a race of pigmies. 
^* The integrity of parliament is a kind of paliwtiiftm^ 
'* a tutelary goddess, who'protects our state. When 
'^ slie is once removed, we may become the prey of any 
*' enemies. No Agamemnon; no AehiUet will be 
^< wanted to take our city. TH ER8ITES HIMSELF 
'^ WILL BE SUFFICIENT FOR SUCH A CON- 
*' QUEST/'l Again : the rights claimed at the revo- 
lution ^' oii&;htto have been more than claimed, since^ 
"-they had been so often and so lately invaded. That 
"'they were not more than claimed, that they^ were 
" not effectually asserted and secured, at this time/ 
M' gave very great and immediate dissatisfaction ; and 
»^' they who weiie called Jfifg^ in those daw, distin^ 
" guished thetnselyes by the* loudness of tneir com<» 
" plarats. Thus for instance they insisted that there 
" could be no real settlement, nay, that it was a jest to 
" talk ofsettleinent, till the manner^nitimeof call- 
" ine parliaments, and their titthigy when called, were 
^ fully determined ; and this> in order to prevent the 
**' practice of keeping; one and the same parliament 
" so long on foot, lill thfe majority wbs corrupted hj 
*' offices, gifts, and pensions. They insisted that the 
^ assurances given at the revolution, had led them to 
*' think that the antient, legal course of annually 
'^ CHOSEN parliaments, would have been imme- 
'^ d lately restored.** ' 

In February, 1780, Sir George Savile, moved for a 
full disclosure of the pension list. It was resisted 
by the minister, who moved and carried an amend- 
ment, by which the secret part of the list was still kept 
in the dark. The minority on that question was 188 ; 
the majority only 19O, and composed as follows : 

J BoUngbroke, Diss, upon Parties, 116. 126. 6th. Edit. 1749. 
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^Pensionen, aTOwedly so . s. . • .6 
Cootractors ..... • • • 14 

. Placemen 94 

Stoos of placemen or others nearly related • 3(> 
Members under no iFtttUe ki&ieace > • . 50 

Here then, bad the prinoiples of impataelling and 
ehailenging, a Jury prevail^d^ the minister instead of 
stifling inquiry by a majority of two, would have lost 
his stifling amendment by • a majority of one hundred 
and thirty eight. But, supposing no corrupt influence, 
md the minister to have had upon the whole as many 
Yotes as in tbe proportion of 60 to .190, bis .wsbole num- 
ber would then have been only 87, in which case the 
Huyority against him would have been two hundred and 
four, instead of gaining his point by two, A writer of ' 
eminence in tbe rei^n of William,. hnd early noticed 
the effects of the Triennial Bill^and tbe corruptions chat .' 
issued, when he says, ** and though I her^ name qfices, 
^^ vet those offiees are downright bribes^ since cliey are 
** beld precariously from the conrt, and ooiistantly ta^ 
'' ken away upon pon-comptiance with the court mea-> 
*f measures/'s 

About seven years ago, we bad published. in our 
Newspaper?,? comparative lists of the House of Com* 
mons as follows. 

Members holfiing offices, commissiops, and^l 
employments of honour or emolument; > ]€9 

£or in other words bribed,']^ . . . • . 3 

Near relations of sucti^ ' 19 

Members who bad received tiileii from Alrl Pitt, 7 
liOfin C6nJrfu:tors^ &c, ..•.'..,» 9 



164. 

' J Taken from lists publishedtin the year. 

2 The Danger of tnerututrp Farliamentt, with the infinite mtt- 
c^*e/« (^hng and packed parliament $, by tlie author of .Uiojjetters 
of the Earl of Shaftesbury to Lord Molesworth. p. 12.« 

d Mora. Chron. t2ih Jaauary, 1798, 
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N6W supposiog, for the sake of argomeat^ even tliat 
no greater number than this were under wicfa in- 
floeoces on the 8th of April last, and by (hose means, 

S'ving in the whole 216 votes to the minister, it would 
en follow that the number of his friends ^' under no 
visible influence/' would only have been 52 ; so that in 
an independent house of commons on that occasion 
we must reckon l64 to be substracted from the minister, 
and the same 'number added to Mr. WhitiM^ead; ia 
which case that gentleman, instead of hia majority of 
ONE, including the Speaker, would have had a majo^ 

rity of THRBB HtTNDBED AND EIGHTY without the 

speaker. Had such been the fact, the shameful thing* 
since done by the minister and his unblushing factions) 
so often in this work alluded to, would not have taken 
place under the eye of a disgusted nation. 

That either sophistry or habit should ever have re-> 
eonciledr EnglUhmen, among whom it would incur a 
perpetual stain of infamy to corrupt a singie Juror, in* 
a private cause, to a whole hoH of' placemen in a h«use 
of commons, openly bribed against the interest of the 
people by power and rich emohiments, must upon re* 
flection excite astonishment : nor less ought we to won- 
der, on iookmg back upon the apparent uBconcarcl 
with which the people have looked on, while houses of 
commons so packed have voted, even with scarcely a 
debate or division, hundreds of millions in prosecuting 
the wars of factions to the misery of the nation : but 
as fast 'as a people actually lose their political liberty, 
(for which rtpreiietUaHon is a synonimous. word) they 
lose the knowledge of its use and value, as well as the 
easy and most regular mode of obtaining a redress of 
grievances. They have none then left but those of 
personal exertion, union and perseverance ; and civi* 
iised nations, who afe lovers of ease, are not to be 
brought to such efforts, but by the excess of misery^ 
or the imminency of danger, from oppression, mis* 
government, or wanton abus^^pf power. While con- 
sidering a house of commons as '^ in the higher 
" part of government what juries- are in the lower,"! 

t BuMs Thoughts on the Causs of the present X>iscontc9ts, 

p.a6. 
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Wf^ art bewcvf r always ta keep in mind this imporlaDt 
^istiaction ; thal^ in real juries there is to be^ if possk- 
Ue>. perfect indiffertnct l^tween the parties at issae ; 
^nd^ in criminal trials, this indifference is obtained by 
tbe crown challenging and striking off ail such as can 
be suspected of partiality to the accused ; and by tbe 
accii^ed^ in like manner, striking off nil s^ch as, from 
influence or from mere opinion, can be suspected of 
the least leaning to the crown, that conld influence 
the uprightness of their verdict. But it is only meta- 
phorically tl^at a house of commons is called a jury ; 
and it is a mere figure of speech, when we speak of it 
as a national inquest. It is indeed a part of its duty to 
inquire into ail abpses of power ; but then, when it 
)iave made the discovery, it is iq impeach BXi^ prosecute 
whence we se^ tliat it is nojuryy intended to be indi/r 
fereni between tbe crown and the people theoiselves ; 
not^at all in the nature of an indifferent Jury between 
parties at issue, but the aitormj/ of one of the parties 
to oppose all improper attempts of tbe other ; and in 
the words of Mr. Burke, ^^ijt was not instituted to be a 
'^ controul upon the people,^*' but '^ a controul/br tbe 
^< people,"! o;ver tbe crown and its ministers, if tberei- 
fore it would be infamous for a party at issae, in aii or«>. 
dipary ti:ial for ten pounds, to bribe a single juryman^ 
or for on^ of the parties corruptly to get upon the jury 
even one of his own servants ; it must be a thousand 
times more infamous,, habituated as we are to the abpr 
ininable sight, corruptly, u^ thrust into a coqMnons 
jio.use of parliament, b^lf the king's ministers^ and am 
immense host of placemen and hungry dependents ! ! I 
What shoifld we have thpugbt, if upon tbe trial of 
Jjord Tkanety or Mr. WaiceJUld, or Thomas H,ardy, the 
A.Uorney General had. paid no regard to the law, (as 
others pay none to the constitu.tioo,) i|or to, the chair 
^enges of the accused, but supported by tlie Judge, bad 
thrust upon the jury a majority from those very servants 
of tbe qrown, who. in the spring of 1794 had been upon 
the Committee of Secrecy, of tbe people's attor- 

1 Btiribe't Thoughts pa the Cause of the p/es^pt Discoatenta^ 
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NiEs^ or iHouse of Commons^ appointed to investigate 
the proceedings of the popular societies ; as for instance 
Mr. Pitt, Mr. Dundas, now Lord Melville, Mr. Jewt- 
kinson, (now Lord Hawkesbury,) Lord Mulgrave, Lord 
Momington^ (now Marquis o\ WelltiltyJ) Mr. R, Dun- 
das, (then Lord Advocate) and Mr. Burke, the Pen- 
sioner ? Could we have been surprized if such a mon- 
strous proceeding for destroying an individual, had pro- 
duced a revolution destructive of the entire govern- 
ment ?— ^But do we not see the exact counterpart of all 
this, for the purpose of destroying the liberty of the 
whole nation, and seizing on its whole property, in 
the present construction of a house of commons ? 

It may be considered as very extraordinary, that, 
from the accession of Charles the first, in l625, to the 
end of that century, a period abounding with the great- 
est patriots and the most illustrious writers, no one, pot 
even Coke or Milton, Harrington or Locke, should 
have discussed with precision, as a distinct subject, 
that part of the science of civil government, which in- 
cludes the whole theory of representation, inclu- 
ding of ctmi*se the right duration of the representative 
body : and this defect is the itaore remarkable, because 
the EngHsh constitution in its purity, agreeably both 
to antient practice, and to the eternal principles of 
truth and justice, applying to this particular branch of 
knowIedge,which are abundantly scattered through the 
t>Id books of our law, contained all the elements of this 
part of the science, -constituting the proud distinction 
of that constitution, over every other iii the ih^orld: and 
it is more surprizing that this part of tbe science of go- 
vernment should have been so overlooked, when it is 
certain> that every violation of liberty by Charles the 
fiist> by the long parliament, by the army after the 
death of Charles, \>y Cromwell,hy Charles the 8econd,by 
James the second, nor must I except William the thirds 
were all, without exception, the consequences of want- 
ing a legislative representation agreeable in ail particu- 
Inrs to the principles of the Science of civil government ^ 
and to the principles of the English Constitution. All 
the authors I have named, with Nedham, Ltudlow,Sid^ 
diet/, Hooker^ and in short every writer friendly to the 



Digitized by 



Google 



71 

fibeities of hiscoantry incideptally ground their argu- 
ments on some, of the principles referred to ; but hocht 
the most ; and 'Piynnt and Johmon la^ great stress on 
a short duration of parliaments ; and the septennial ac( 
of 17l6« afterwards gave rise to tnuch good argumenta- 
tion against that unprincipled stretch of power ; which 
was frequently revived, but chiefly jn parliament ; 
but still, nothing luminous and satisfactory as a whole, 
and embracing all that belongs to kepbesentation, 
was attempted till thr^ parts in four of another cen- 
tury had elapsed. On this topic, we read Bolinbroie, 
Hume, and jBlacksione^ with no instruction ; nay the 
latter rather teaches us ighofanCe than knowledge ; at 
which. we must not be surprized^ when it is a facj;> that 
his celebrated Commentaries on our laws, had run 
through several editions before the word constitv- 
TiON found a place m the Index. Mine is the iixth 
edition, and in the Index to that no such word occurs ; 

2 or in the work itself is there any evidence, that it 
ad ever occured to^its learned author, that ther^ was 
a distinction between the constitution and the law. | 
which ;^et is as palpable to any attentive observer, as 
the distiqction between a Constituent and,a Representa- 
tive Body ; or between a Legislature and an Execu* 
tive Government. 

As free discussion in our mother tongue banished 
from our country its papal ignorance and folly, and 
effected a reformation in matters of religion, which, as 
embracing our views and interests in another worlds 
is doubtless attended with serious difficulties^ so, afov'^ 
tiori, it must be concluded that representation, which 
merely relates to the plain business of this life, will 
by free discussion become perfectly understood; jja 
which case it must produce a reformation in matters 
of civil government: and as experience shews that 
on this point we have now perhaps little or no- 
thing to learn, that reformation therefore cannot 
be fer distant; especially as the political popery of 
the day cannot inspire the people with any fear of 
eternal damnation, for listening to the reformers;' 
while the monstrous a^bsurdities and iniquities of that 
political popery shock every unprejudiced mind to 
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wliich they are presented ; and the temporal ruin anrf 
misery in its train must shortly drive the nation into 
the reformation as the only haven of ils salvation. 

But let me return to the practical violation of re- 
presentation I was noticing. In the newspaper pub- 
lication above ;mentioned^ we had at the same time an 
account of the distribution of the 558 members, oF 
whom the house then consisted ; as follows : 

Returned by the influence of, or nominated 7 ^ . - 

byp««; .....:...! «*« 

By Commoners having Boroughs. . • . . 159 
By the Treasury, 22 

By the voice of the People, 7 Vg^ 

[says the statement^ .... - 3 

. Admitting for a moment the accuracy of this dis- 
tribution/ and likewise admitting for a moment, the 
whole of the hundred Irish members, to be chosen by 
the voice of the people, yet even then this statement 
would shew that nearly tWo parts in three of the pre- 
sent six hundred and ^ty eight members of which the 
house c'bnsists, is returned by Peers, other Borough 
Proprietors, and the Treasury; and this without 
regard to the Bribes, afterwards given in the shape of 
*5 offices, commissiotis, and employments of honour or 
emolument,^ to one fourth part or more of the whole 
hoyse ; for I have not yet spoken of any placemen, 
among the one hundred Irish members. But, were we 
rigidly to scrutinize the grounds upon which it is as** 
aumed that, 134 members were, ** returned by the voice 
of the People," I fear we should find it difficult to as- 
certain that even ten — a number that would have saved 
Sodom, — ^are now so returned ; for certain 1 am, that in 
those places, where there is, to the eye of ignorance, 
the greatest . show of popular freedom, it is more in 
show than substance ; and that the utter impossibility, 
of men of moderate fortunes standing a contest, added 
to all other causes, does in fact nearly destroy every 
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trace of really free eleolions, swh as the prtndple$xit 
the Emli$h Constitution require^ and sucii as the pr^^ 
tice o( English America exhibits. 

For ought that I know to the contrary, a consider- 
able proportion of the gentlemen now in parliaqieBt^ 
might under the purest elective system, be returned as 
Representatives of the People. The objection at pre- 
sent is not personally to men, but to means. In mem* 
b^r$ of parliament we want Representatives, not arbi- 
trary lords and masters ; faithful stewards to take care 
of our estate ; not bribed agents, to swindle us out of 
the estate^ and put another in possession; honest af- 
tortnts to transact our busiqess with the Crown, not 
kidnappers to clap us in chains, and sell as to a slave* 
/Inaster: and the very man who, under a bad system, 
may be tempted to play the kidnapper or^he.despoty 
under a good system, may be a very attentive, diligent 
faithful representative. 



LETTER XVL 



My Lord, 

V-INE striking feature in the present sjrstera is the 
expenee ; so that no man possessing such estates as 
those of a ShippeUydk Marvel, a Milton, or a Locke, al- 
though possessing merit, as transcendent as such bright 
examples of public virtue, can now enter the house of 
commons, except as the dependents of great men, a 
condition to which no such men could submit. The 
ievil of expenee is properly noticed in the well known 
petition, standing on ihe Journal of the Commons, for 
the 6th of May l^9S\ where amongst other matter it is 
said, — ^^ That the expenee to each of the parties, who 
'^ have been ' either plaintiff or defendant in petitions, 
*' tried before your honourable house in the present 
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V ftes^ion^ has. upon an average, amoanted to a1>ove one 
^' bundled pbfands per day ; and that the attornies bills 
'• m one case, the trial of which in point of form only 
** lasted two days, and in point of fact only six hours, 
** amounted to very near twelve hundred pounds.'* It is 
indeed well known, as I have on another occasion ob* 
served^ that to contest a county is to risk an estate ; and 
to appeal ae^ainst a return,is equivalent to disinheriting 
half a gentfeman's children, althon&^h he be a man of 
}arge estate. Can we be surprized then, when we hear 
of a candidate for a western county,the young heir of a 
man raised to wealth from being a writer, that is, a 
clerk, in the East Indies, shaking his purse at all the 
country jBfentlemen in dert«on and terrorem ? 

But we learn in a speech made on the 30th of April 
]792> in the court of king's bench, re9pecting the FTesf* 
minster election of 17S8, that, about, '^ a thirtieth or 
" fortieth part only of its merits was entered into, and 
" its costs, for the petitioner alone, amounted to up- 
'' wards of fourteen thousand pounds/' Again : " In 
'' little more than four years, one hundred thousand 
*^ pounds, oneacA»ide, was expended on the city of 
" fVestminster"^^Aftet naming several persons in High 
offices who contributed on the side of the court to the 
expence,tbe speaker adds, ''I could take the list out of 
*^ my pocket and read them to you. They may have 
*' their actions or informations against me, if they 
'^ please, and I have no objection to a trial on that 
*' question. I can prove the fact. As the rest of the 
'^ money was furnished by the Seceetary of thk 
" Tr'^asury, he best can tell from whence it came." 

Proceeding to shew the magnitude of the expence 
which, under the act of 28 Geo. III. c. 52. the noble 
Lord who in that year had been the petitioner, might, 
had he persisted, have been put to, he says, '* If he, as 
^' I have done, had contested with two adversaries, and 
*' had been found frivolous and vexatious, his own ex- 
*^ pence of fourteen thousand pounds, would not have 
" been thought sufficient punishment for him, or ;Buf- 
*' ficient discouragement to others; but be must have 
'* been adjudjjed to pay the whole costs for the three, 
'^ which yfoM have amounted at least to forty two 
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'/ thmim4pGund\, uni ihv 90I; (9jr 9 fiMriiHkj^ftct 
'* bU petition. If b<^ ^^d gQo^ tbroiigb tbc wboleof 
*♦ bi» petition, find it bddbe^ii voted fvivolvw and v^xa- 
'^ tiou», thecQfit&ifer bim tp piiy iv^uJd hAv>^ iioiounred 
'< to abov^ a mUHQn <i»(2 a i^^ pf ipprvey . A tolierabie 
'' peiMiltjf tbi^» witbo»( fH mterv^fUign of^ Jury ; and 
'^ iipoo'a man tgo^ npl neot&SHrily §Mi»pp6edj tu pptsess* 
*f laore thap a life e»tat^ ^f apoi. ^ ytjar, tliat iij a priii* 
'^ cipal of ^bouc $OPQ/, Aud fvr ^hftl prioic^i^tbta 
'( Ktoaitrou^ puaisbo^^iU iQflict^ ? For bei^g a can- 
*^ didat« to r^pce^^ni the p^apk* ' Urpp wbom tbink. 
'^ 3MM this 9tprm w«5^» intended |;o |V'*? ' Upon any' 
*' inifp^ndctfU friend of big coumry ; wbo a)u«t cotf- 
^* lequ^ntly b^ of np iVi^ti^,. b^t ag^ip^t all footioos, 
'^ and must tbere&>f9 bav« fill fatilipo* agi^inst bim*"?-- 
'^ Friv0l(kw and f?c;ra(}aus ar^ new ^ames invented ia 
'r 1738 f the judgmeiM. and appli^tion of wbich crimes* 
'* the i^i^^Tx^rc pt the r^pretieiHatipn pf the peoplp> the 
'' private piroprietorg of stolen bprcmgbf , have reserved 
'^ lo thcmulw; fpr,tbi$ act pf parliamept (lo^ Q0( 
'f leave you^ )tbe jury, tft eat^r jntp tb^ merits pf the 
^^ ca»e, (wppn which bpwevejr^ ypg are apqn yonr oathg 
'^ to pronounce,) nor into any thing that ri^lat^s to ita 
*^ merits. And for tbU mosit ♦ f * * act of- 
*f pafliament, vejare obliged to th^ pr(ten4^d reformer 
^ of tie representation ii^ par liamfTUf the present most 
^f treacberons and deceitiiit minister/' 

Will not these refleieiipop pieient to our mind^ »uph a 
State of tie Hatim, respecting its Lkqislative Rb* * 
PK&sENTATioj(, or, Iq ptber ^ords, its PpTtitical 
LiBKWtY, as, provided we bad pq m^ans of redressing 
oucset4re3, ought to excite in 0111; h^»Kt% mpre fear, than 
if Bonaparte were in tl)9 heart <u tl^e kingdom at th» 
bead of five hundred thonsand ipen I 

Let me here^ my Iprd, suppose that ornament of 
oar country aod of hui9an natMre, Sir ^UHam Jones, 
to have survived his iaboMr^ m Bingah i^d to baye j;e- 
turned to his native land, where he must have enjoyed 
the universal - reverence of all. who r^sp^ct wb^tis 
gi;eat and good, and where» DOt only frpm the capapt- 
lies but the natural bent of his graad mind, be must 
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iDStiDctively^baTe felt the Commons Hoate of parlia- 
ment to be bis proper element; what borough^ let me 
ask jrour grace, spurning at a patron's command, would 
have chosen this uncorrupting and incorruptible man 
as the depository of its constitutional rights, and the 
representative ot its political power i What ISngluh 
cities, rivalling those honourable cities, of Grtece 
which contended for>the glory of having given birth to 
Homer, would have contended for the glory of being 
the constituent of Jones? Or what county, forgetting 
in its admiration of wisdom and virtue, the littlenesses 
of faction and the habits of servility, but imitating 
Home when by a solemn embassy she drew from his 
Sabine retirement to place on her throne, the godlike 
son of Pomponius ^ and pupil of the muse Egeria, — 
what county, I ask would have so drawn from his re- 
tirement to have personified her in the national legis<^ 
lature, this accomplished lawyer, this first of scholars, 
this ** most enlightened of the sons of men/' 2 this in- 
flexible patriot? O^ no my Lord, with anguish I feel 
that no such embassy would have visited the retire- 
-metit of him who long since had said, and whose 
whole life had proved the truth of the assertion "The 
^' time never was, when 1 would have enlisted under 
'* the banners of any faction ; — my party is that of the 
*' ivboie people, my principles, which ihe law taught 
*' nre, are only to be changed by a change of exis- 
^' lence : 3" O no, my Lord, far from the din and 
strife of contetiding factions, such a man would have 
been left undisturbed at his books- and meditations in 
the cottage 4 of learning and wisdom, sighing over the 
consideration of what, by union and energy, of half 
^ score men of rank and influence, devoting them- 
selves to their country, might effect; as when thus be 
addressed lord^ Jtthorpe, now Earl Spencer. " As to 
V-the »«x*yyi»i«» [regeneration] of our noble constitu- 
" tion wluch has h«ippily presented itself to your ima- 

1 Numa. S Dr. Jofinson, See Memoirs 531. 3 Ibid— 331. 

4 « I hftd flattered myself with n hope of making a visit to our 
« venerable friend [ Dr. Franklin] at, £h,ilddelphiay before tli^ re- 
** treat which I meditate l;o my humble cottage in Middlesex*' 
Letter to Dr. Frke. Memoirs 340. 
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'^ gih{ttioii> ihe v6ry idea fixes me with rapture. No^ 
''my dear Lord, never believe that any thing is im- 
'' possible to virtue; no, if trn suci^ ,as you con- 
'^ Ceive sach seaiiments as your letter contains, and 
*' express them as forcibly, if you retain these senti^ 
" ments, as you certainly will, when you take your 
'' place in parliament I will not despair of seeing the 
'' most glorious of sights, a nation freely governed by 
^ its own laws.' This I promise, that, if such a decern- 
" virate should ever attempt to restore our coostitu- 
'' tional liberty by constitutional means, 1 would ex- 
'^.ert in their cause, such talents as I have, and, even 
*^ if I were oppressed with sickness, and torn with pain, 
*' would start from my couch, and exclaim with Tre- 
'' bonius, if you mean to act worthily, Q Romans I I 
^' am welL"^ 

Think, my Lord, on what must be the state of the 
Nation, when we cannot figure to ourselves the means, 
t^y which such a man as Sir William Jones could now 
gain admission into the house of Commons ; while the . 
doors of that house are thrown wide and invitingly 
open to every son of rapine and violence, of ignorance 
and vulgarity, — to the plunderer of the East, and the 
slave-holder of the West, to the loan-hunting locust of 
'change aHey, aiid the place hunting reptile of the 
court, to the illiterate legislator from the shop and the 
warehouse, to the low minded tavern waiter, and the 
prosperous shoe black; even to the perjured cheat 
•who has stood in the pillory ! 2 — God grant me patience 
nrhile stating wrongs so intolerable ! but O curse not 
gracious bekven my country, with patience to endure 

1 Memoirs i43. — -By refferring to WifviWs Political 'papers V. i. 
I find among the deputies from me coivmittees of several counties, 
cities and towns, for a redress of grievances, in the year 1780, 
the name o£ Lord Alt korpe ; as a deputy from Buckinghamshire; 
and that on the iZOth. of March, when I, as a deputy from Not^- 
tingham, voted against an alteration in the RepreUfttaiian of Par- 
liament, and for shortetUnf the duration of parliaments, -beiue re* 
commended to the petitioning counties, to be made articles tf 
their duoeittHons, his Lordship voted for that measure. 

2 The examines here alhided ^ arls S0 well knovrq, it is aa-< 
fMcessfO!)^^ be inore particu^. 



Digitized by 



Google 



84 

them J the constitution knoWs ihM of wrokigs without 
remedies: and England, conld tH<e be tonsctpos of 
such wrongs and not demand redress^ would be fit only 
to crouch with other degraded nations, beneath the 
iron sceplre of a Napoleon ! or cooM she, in speechlesi 
acquiescence, longer endure to b^hdd the reins of her 
government in the hands of one. Who, for the highes^t 
place in a system of corrujption, wickedness and shame, 
basely bartered away the glory of standi^ng foremost 
in the phalanx of pa^rioitisin and virtue, her degrada- 
tion in character Would be as deplorable as his own! 
do; reading the evil nature of the horrid %ystem in 
her own grievous sufferings, anti rmfsed from, her le- 
thargy by the recent addition of intsult to injttry, fifhie 
is preparing i trust to do her^lf right. Of the impos- 
sibility ef her salvation^ while robbed of her constitu- 
tional representation, damning were the |>roofs in the 
never to be forgotten divisions of the-Sth. of April, an€ 
the 25th. of June. And ^qual detiiionsfrBtion didth^ 
jaflTord, of ivhom Mr. 'Pitt is properly the minister, 
Whose voice did he on those occasions obeyf Whose 
sentiments did hentt^r? Whose st^ndai^ did he car* 
ry ? Whose work did he do ? The faictton'^l the fac- 
. tion's ! the faction's ! 

'* To govern," says Boltnglroke, '^ a society of free- 
*' men'by a constitution founded on the eternal princi* 
"pies of right reason, and directed to pFOOMxie ^the 
*' happiness of the whol^, and of *cvery individual^ is 
'' the noblest prerogaffve wlirch can ^belong to huma^ 
'^ nity; and if man may be said without profanetvess 
*^ to imitate God in aiiy case, this is the case. Bot 
*' sure I am, he imitates the devil, who is so far 
*' from promoting the happiness oF bthei^s, that lie 
'^ ms^kes his own happiness to consist in the misery of 
" others^ who governs by no rule but that of his pas-^ 
'' sions, whatever appearances he is forced sometimes 
/' to put on; ivho endeavours to corrupt the innocent, 
" .and to enslave the free ; whose business is to seduce, 
" or betray i;. whose .pleasure is to damn; and whose 
'^ triumph. is to torment. Odious, and execrable as 
" this character is, it is the character of jevery pnnfie^ 
" [or minister] who makes use of his power acgsubvert^ 
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« ar eyea to weaken that constitation, which ought to 
^ be the role of his government. When such a prince 
** [or minitter] presides with superior parts^ Liberty is 
** in the utmost peril !"i 

Indignant emotions hate I perceive caused me to 
digress from the point I had in hand. I was speaking 
of the abuses and the aits of parliaments by which^ in 
addition to the decay and present debility of boroughs 
onee more robust^ the constitutional use and intention 
of the commons house of parliament is utterly destroy- 
ed. That house might indeed remain in form even 
though England were become a province of the French 
empire^ or nad sunk beneath the despotism of a native 
prince^ as the senaie of Rinne retained its form under 
her Neros and C^i/igiiiis; but its CONSTITUTIONAL 
us<i and intention have been long gone. It was a con- 
viction of this fact that produced the patriotic exertions 
which commenced in 1776^ and extended themselves^ 
as I have shewn^ aU over the kingdom for a Reform 
in our repre^entaiiom: but necessary as was that reform 
to freedom and the public welfare^ and certain as are 
the constitutional principles on which the necessity 
resfs^ it is not to be regarded as a matter of surprise, 
that the first efforts should have failed. It would 
have been more surprizing had they succeeded, 
considering how profound an ignorance on the sub- 
ject, the deplorable effects of lost righis, then perva- 
ded the nation^ even to its highest ranks; considering 
also what packs of literary hounds were kept in perpe- 
tual exercise for chasing far away from the borough 
iiielosufe " the mountarn nymph^ sweet Liberty;'' and 
what volunteer packs^ in hopes of court feeding, joined 
the cry; and considering again that theanti-retbrming 
^^ioDs bad in their hands the whole patronage of the 
crown^ and the whole revenue of the kingdom, and 
could at their pleasure make that revenue just what 
they pleased, for extending influence, for making trai- 
tors, for rewarding apostates, and even, if their cause 
required it, for spreading the flames of war to the 
four quarters of the globe. 

1 Diss. opoB Parties, £d. 1743, 119, the passage altered onlf 
hj adding'thc word minister. 
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It was from a consideration of the magnitode of tfae 
undertakings tfae difficulties attending it^ the little as- 
- sistance to be hoped for from the wealthy, and the 
length of time required to establish the triumph of 
truth supported by mere reason, over error supported 
'by power, which induced the author, eight and .twen- 
ty years ago, to recommend to our Reformers *' pa* 
" tience," and to point out the necessity of '* perseve- 
'^ ranee ;'' and even the probability that half a century 
of toil might be required, so far from being a reason 
for relaxation or an excuse for desertion, he ever held 
it to be a strong motive to unrelaxin^ exertion ; espe*' 
cially as the public, if once in possession of the neces- 
sary knowledge, would then be prepared to avail them- 
selves of any favourable opportunity which might 
meanwhile unlooked for arrive. 

He at that time thought, as he still thinks, that be- 
tween an official and a parliamentary reform there is 
an essential difference; that the partial mischief of aa 
individual cloud may be gradually, silently and e^c- 
tually drawn away from an offiu by the conducting 
wire of ain ordinary statute ; hut that a great nation's 
legislature, like an entire atmosphere, when ouce over-' 
charged with abuse and corruption, threatening the life 
of the state, can only be puriiied*by an irresistible burst 
of national indignation, of the nature of the hqrrican^, 
which suddenly visits, and overwhelms, but quickly 
passes over, leaving the air, lately overcharged witn 
pestilence and death, restored tp its wonted salubrity* 
The gust which lately obtained us the impeachment 
of a minister, was X trust the precursor of one sufiicient- 
ly powerful for our purpose, 

1 tegislativc right of the commonalty vindicated, 201|. Pub» 
lisheiin 1777. 



Digitized by 



Google 



8r 

HITTER XVII. 



My Lorjd^ 

W ITH regard to a house of commoBs that should 
be actually returned as we haire supposed, could it^ ac<^ 
cordtng^ to constitutional intendmenty be any more a re- 

Ereeentative of the people of England, than it would 
e a representative of the people of Indostan or of 
CAi/ta ri And ihat I may not be thought to speak 
improperly of a house of comtnons, I beg your Grace 
will k^ep in mind that in all popular bodies> whether 
we advert to their description, to their proceedings, 
or to their character, these necessarily take from a 
majority their denomination. If a majority of a corpo- 
ration be presbyterians, it is called a presbyterian 
corporation: if the majority of a club vote the election . 
or expulsion of a member, we say it is voted by the 
dub : if the majority of the house of commons carry 
a censure or an impeachment, be that majority ever 
so small, it is the censure or the impeachment of the 
house; as a statute agreed upon by a majority of the 
two houses with the concurrence of the king is an )act 
of parliament: so, therefore, if a bare mctjority of the 
bouse of commons had not been chosen by '* those 
whom it appeared to represent,'* 2 such house could not 
in strictness be a commons house of parliament, ot the 
commons in parliament assembled, but in a constitutional 
argument would require a different denomination. And 

1 *^ Ths house might as well call itself the representation of France, 
« as of the people of England/' Sir G. Savile, 7th. May, i782. 
" They held out their Boroughs to the best purchaser, and, in feet, 
" they belonged more to the Nabob of Arcot, or the Rajah of 
*' Tanjore, than they did to the people of Great Britain ; and it was 
** a fact pretty well known, and generally understood, tliat the 
^' Nabob of Arcot had no less than ^even or eight members in tiiat 
*' house." Mr. Pitt, rtu. May, 1782. 

2 See the J^oamais of the house the 6th. of Alay, i793, for ipe^ 
tition praying for a reform in |)ariiamcnt. 
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how itrongly mast this reasoning apply, if the sopposed 
majority were as two to one ; md stronger and stronger 
still if it should be asjfte to one, iehfo one, or twenty to 
one ! Sach a house, as respecting the people, from a 
servant, must have become a 'master ; from a datifut 
minij&tring child protecting iu national parent^ it must 
have become an oligarchy or a faction^ as well as a 
scourge : as respecting, on the other hand^ the crowm, 
from a co-^ta|e having a 'COnstitutiodal cheOk o^er its 
acts^ find a complete controul over its expenditure, if 
must have become a dependent, an obiieqaious clfenl^ 
|nea(ily truckling for the wages of prostitution ; and a 
levyer from the people by taxation, of just sach a reve* 
fme as the minister should demaodt; nor to hisdem^ndft 
would there be a t/ifliof^ addition for gratifying $mh'^ 
iMjority, and ail their kindred and conneethm, m their 
/amitiehi and their .boroughs, and among their ugenU 
sand dependents. The people, notwithstanding the ne*- 
•cessaiy magnitude of putioqal businesa, would not hafe 
the benefit of knowing when such ahouae wastoimeet^ 
or when it was tosep^yaie ; and were it^ever 90 defect 
:tive in legislation, or in its guardianship of the pubiie 
|ntrse \ ever^o oppressive in tnxation, or ever soiprotnpc 
in susfiending the laws of personal security ; ever so 
forward in backing cornlpt and despotic ministers in a 
system of terror for quashing parliamentary reform, 'or 
Wverso backward ki even censuring crimen <>f »ny of 
thosp ministers when brought to light; ever so'void of 
virtuous feelings iu commou with the nation, ^pr 90 full 
t>f' Kytupatby for placemen who had' been guilty of that 
which was tn^^imous ; the ii^jiKed and insulted people 
would, as the law now stands, have no legal autbt^iity 
to -shorten for one hour its septennial existence. Biit 
when the crown says id a house of commons, — come/ 
it comerh; go, it goeth ; or die, it dieth. And when 
dead and buried,how,and byvihom,would it be re-placed? 
J^OTBYTHEPEOPLEl 

I will not, my Lord, add to this letter, with farlhet 
quotations from the aditoirable petition of the 6ih. of 
May, 1793, to shew tipon the authority of facts, which 
the petitioners prayed they might be allowed to prove 
at the bar, what i^ at present our system of represen- 
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txion snd ^election ; but tss I can convey b iwry correct 
idea i^it in fewer words, 1 will do so by pmtinfr a case. 
Su|>pose a ccmpuny of bankers worth kalf a million of 
money, ii^ere irow to take into the firm a lawjfer or a 
lord, and in <'oii8id^racion o( bis hAving abUittes for all 
Work, and dfidrigeAee eqtitfl to fais abilities^ sboatd under 
band and -seal maske bim toie acting manag€r, and 
tbemselves aH aleepiug partneits^ witbooC any fiower of 
change or removat^ then so^Kpose this aoting numiager 
were to obta(i»«a law, that once in every seven years , 
tight in ten of the cashiers^ aocomptatits, and clerks of 
the house sbpold be elected; not by tbe said bankers^ 
but l^ a slroreof what we cbII the rotten Aoroughsy in 
whtcb chose bankers were as little known or cared for, 
as so many Chini$e maQdario&; and tliat tbe Section 
ishould not be made by taking a poll, bot by a secret 
auction, in which the bighest bidder should have the 
tetam; and that other ekrks again should be appoiiH 
led by oth^ boroughs, wfacore %be sard acting maoagi^ 
4iad alMK>lote command; now let us suppose that Mr. 
A* T^ '- . ' ' f , in particular, shaving paid down bis'pur- 
-ehase money were elected cashier, and at the same 
time made 'privafee agent to tbe acting manager; that 
Mr. M. Sp^' t was tbe person wbo pnrcl^sed the 
•place of aecomptant«and broker; and Mr. G. G-»— — y, 
she man wbo purchased that of bill receiver and nego- 
eiator; and also became a general indorser, ^* the bet 
ter to conceal from tbe public eye the temporary 
oecessity which occasioned the issue of" illegat bills4 
Then again, let us raippose v the acting manager 
to possess the .power of granting to himself, and 
the rest, nominal and other offices, and as many of 
them as he pleased, with salaries to themselves for tbe 
use of their names, and other salari^ to those who did 
the business ; or perfect sinecures, either for life or for 
generation filter generation; with pensions to their 
wives, arid emokmients to their kindred; that in all tbe 
tradesmens* bills much more was charged than furnish- 
ed ; that wliole estates were paid Cor over again, which 
bad been bought and paid for forty years before; aad 
that all socli f>owers were exercised without either de« 

X See nth. ^portof tbe ^nuoissioners of Naval Inquiry, p. o04« 
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licacy or ^Kntiple, in utter contempt of any opinion of 
the matter the said bankers might entertain ; and that 
the same abodes of procedure would again take place > 
at the end of every seven years : supposing I say all 
these things, what think you, my Lord, would be the 
future prospects of the said bankers i and how would 
4he fraternity in Lombard-street, calculate orconjec* 
ture concerningf^their prosperity and their fate ? When 
there are men paid to vindicate a real national case, of 
which this imaginary private case is no exaggeration, 
ought that '^ interposition of the body of the peopled* 
recommended by Mr. Burke, to be neglected for a sin- 
gle month, or week, or day ? (See p. ^.) Let us now 
return to that virtue of the house of commons we were 
speaking of. Fits of virtue, are no novelties. We 
had them above twenty years ago. The house of 
that day supported Lord ^/or^A^ through thick and thin, 
sparing neither money nor blood, but giving him of 
both whatever he asked, until the American war bad 
dishonoured, had burthened, bad threatened ,with beg* 
garly, and bad sickened ; an^l until ministerial miscon- 
duct bad angered the nation. When, in consequence 
of its anger, the minister began to totter, the house 
be^an to be virtuous ; as be kept sinking, its virtue kept 
rising; and when the minister [against the nation's 
indignation,] could no longer stand, then the virtue of 
tbe house .was at its height. After his fall, the virtue 
of the house like the dove of the ark, found for a while 
no rest for the sole of its foot, but went to and fro, un- 
til at last the waters of opposition were dried up and 
abated from off the land, and the lately floating ark of 
the heaven-born pilot firmly rested between the court 
and the borough pinnacles of the forked mountain of 
faction. ^ Here the pilot of the ark, like another Noah 
with his dove, " staybd certain x>ays," and then 
•* SENT foeth'* the impatieut virtue, which '' re- 
turn ED NOT Again," nor was any more seen or beard 
of, for above twenty long years ; that is, until another 
war more awfnt and threatening than the former, had 
again dishonoured, and beggared, and sickened; and 
until ministerial misconduct had again angered the na* 
tion. The devil, you know, must sometimes vote 
aright, to preserve b^s patent fordoing evil. 
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But let us> my Lord, he grave. If wrongs the aiost 
intolerable, if calamity and shame can make men aeri. 
ous, serious ought we to be. Where was this parlia- 
mentary virtue, when the vices of vile factions and 
their vile agent, against every interest of the state, 
against the constitution of their own country^ and the 
liberties of mankind, plunged us into the war f Where 
was this virtue when the house like a deaf adder re- 
fiisedto listen to the counsels of peace, clothed iit-the 
language of wisdom i Where was this virtue^ while 
those who thus counselled were deserted, Were treated 
with contempt, with calumny and insult, and disgusted 
even from attendance in a house, where the father of 
evil was even worshipped as a God, and suffered to 
trample on our laws and liberties with equal arrogance, 
audacity, and impunity i 

Of the virtue of an assembly so constituted, let us 
then hear no more. To be truly virtuous it must act 
against the law of its nature. If it*s majority of great 
magnitude be appointed at the will and pleasure of the 
TREASURY, of PEERS, and Other borough proprik- 
TORS, and a large proportion also of its members, are 
servants receiving the wages of the crown, it is the 
cre'ature of usurpation, begotten by injustice on cor- 
ruption; and it will obey the evil will of its evil cre- 
ator. There is but one really intrinsic and completely 
virtuous act of which such an assembly could be capa- 
ble; that is, to annihilate its own cause of existence, sa 
that, although sown in corruption, it might be raised in 
incorruption; although sown a factious body, it might 
be raised a constitutional body. Mot indeed being ^ 
Paul, I certainly do not expect my preaching to work 
miracles of conversion ; but yet, being strong in faith, 
I may contribute towards the existence or the increase 
of faith in others; and, like the sower that went forth 
to sow, may in my sphere be an instrument in carrying 
on this political husbandry, and promoting this work 
of regeneration ; for seed must be sown before a har- 
vest can be gathered. 

Or, adopting the imagery of the fable of the Phanix, 
whose youth and vigour is renewed by the very.Jlamc 
in which its age and decriptitude expire^ let not the 
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be loit upon us. Applied to a popp]ar political 
institution; it is singolar); apt and beautiful. Tile im- 
perfections ifictdent to such an institution, lilcer the 
ottooncoctedsapof hay too hastily put together, pro* 
dnce the JIame by which it is consumed. We have re- 
eentiy seen stare hnperfections generating popular 
Jhmt, and we have seen tbat^me in respect both of a 
partieulur case ajid object, and towards the reform also 
oi' official abuse, doing its wholesome work (jf regcnera- 



I.ETTER XVIIL 



Mt LorjP/ 

j[N the constitution of a national government, a re^ 
presentative assembly is that master faculty whose ac- 
tion it is that gives health and vigour^ and is the very 
life of life ; and by whose re-action again obstrucHoos 
are removed, diseases expelled^ and even death itself 
^t at defiance. Id the constitutions of the Greek and 
Roman republics^ it was the want of this faculty that 
prevented their ever attaining a settled order of go- 
▼einment, which could be appealed to as a standard 
of rectitude; and w'hen great corruptions and oligs^r- 
^hical diseases fell upon them, it was the want of this 
resuscitating principle which prevented their recovery ; 
so that their distempers finding no remedy, they pe- 
rished ; as the constitution of England will as assuredly 
perish, whenever the commons house of parliament 
shall, without remedy, cease to be strictly representa- 
tive of the people, and thereby lose its resuscitating prin-^ 
ciple. "^ 

Let therefore that house retain its whole proper na- 
ture, and the present popular ^ame against corruptions 
reach but that Phanix of the constitution, and then all 
will soon be well. In the pure Jtame of constitutional 
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reformation, let all the usoifNitioni, aH the venaUtjr> 
all the mischiefs in the %i9Aje, ceatrin^ so coDspiciH 
ouftly in that asrseniblj, but once expire, from their 
ashes we sooo shall see rise freedom, healthy and vi- 
gour, in the splendrmr of exquisite beauty. 

On this point the events now before us are full <lf 
instruction* They must teach the most incredulous and 
the most ignorant, to penetrate the true meaning of 
these politicians, not only in their own practice, but in 
condemning the practice of others, who closely imitate 
unprincipled quacks. Tbeae sons of effrontery and ig* 
norance, who, in the last debilities v( a petrid disease, 
order mnrdering evacuations, instead of* cordial resto«« 
ratives ; assassinating pbfeboioniy, instead of re-aniasa» 
ting wine ; are the very pvototypes of those whose conni- 
sels ha«ve brought oar couatry to its present low condt^ 
lion, while tfbey are ever exolaiming agaittst the true 
state physicians, whether they write, or whether thej 
speak ; nay, even for seceding from parlianientarv at- 
tendance, with being sa^Sdmfnatorjr. Mr. Fm is injtm^^ 
fnatotff : Sir Francu Burdett k h^mmatory : even 
Mt. nAiibrtmdy with all his cantioa and ^elf^oommand* 
in the seiiovs work 4>f accusation, is h^Umnnmtory : I 
too, have had the honour of being classed among the 
in/iafntnatory ; bat of all the iv^ammatoty writers of 
•our times, none have been equal %o those commissioners 
•afnwoul inquiry, whose lihm, as they were ^salkd by 
Mr. "CoMningySei the whole nation, and ml/the house of 
oommons in ^^fiamt ; a^/lmn^ which notieveo iine 'Utmost 
•etforts of the ttn^ hundred and sixieem on the Qtiu ef 
April, nor those of tise two iundred nniimmty-mne^ on 
ithe $dith. of June, wiuh the mighty mitiislier at their 
.head could smother ; aid njlame whiida, i Iraat, not aH 
the powers oF corruption shall q«en«sh., until the poH^ 
^ici^i 'floor shall be thnroagbly purged, smtil our liber- 
-ties shall be jaid safe in «he garner, and the chaff «f 
•Aidtfon be burned with fire unquenchable.. 

After the present ei^mples of what a papular flarm, 
in contact with parliamentary corixiptioa tfself, is c»- 
^bie of efFeciing, ean any itneilligent pan-lianueutary 
Tof owner despair 1* If the peltry iniquity of odne man, 
have lighted up ^fiame^ which nothing but his punish* 



Digitized by 



Google 



94 

ment can extinguish ; do we not see how easily, by oar^ 
nnroo and energy^ the borough faction may be made 
to give tip their usurpations f What are* the^ mis* 
chiefs arising from the secret crimes of an indivi- 
dual office* compared with those that teem from 
that prolific mother of evil, which fills every depart- 
ment, every office of the state, with crime and abuse ? 
When, in the first pitched battle between * corruption 
and reformation, on the 8th of April, we perceive that 
not a single vlaeeman in the house of commons, where 
so many or them have seats, not. an individual man, 
holding a public office, at the phamreof the crown, 
but made common cause with a corrupt official deiin* 
quent, and voted against a mere acknowledgement of hit 
crime, is it possible to doubt of the close and intimate 
connection, between parliamentary and official corrup* 
tion i or not to see that the former is the proper and 
prolific parent of the latter i 

But indeed, what is the gang of placemen under the 
crown> having seats in a Commons House of Par- 
liament, but in itself rank bribery, and foul corruption i 
And for what purpose, such an abomination and mon- 
strous absurdity, but for the very object of generating 
corruption to the end, that the crown with parliament 
foriu instrument may become perfectly despotic ? 

Mr. Burke, we know amongst his contradictory ex. 
travagances, was sometimes an advocate for 5uoi in- 
fluence. At one time he could boast of, " extinguish- 
** ing sec^t corruption, almost to the possibility of ita 
" existence; and of destroying direct and visible in^ 
^* fluence, equal to the offices of at least, fifty members 
" of par liament J* I . At another he is quite in love with 
their " visible influence.^' '^ It is not easy," says he, 
'^ to foresee, what the effect would be, of disconnecting 
'^ with parliament, the greatest part of those who hold 
^ civil employments, and of such mighty and impor- 
'^ tant bodies as the military and naval establishments. 
*' h were better, perhaps, that they should have a cor* 
** rupt interest, in the forms of the constitution, than 
** that they should have none at dll.'*^ What does the 
man itaean, by talking of gentlemen having '' »o tn« 

1 Speech 11 Feb. ITBO. p. 87. 
d Thoughts on the cause of the present 4i8Contents, p. 97. 



Digitized by 



Google 



95 



^re$t at all in the form of the constitution;' when they 
shall not have set^ts in the house of commons f A few 
pages before he had told us, '* The bouse of commons, 
'' was supposed origipally to be no part of the standing 
*' government of this country. It was considered as a 
*' controulf issuing immediately from the people. In 
*' this respect it was in the higher part of government; 
" what jtcnW are in the lower^"*!— " The virtue, spirii, 
^* and essence of a house of commons, consists in its 
** being the express image of the feelings bf the natioo. 
*' It was not instituted to be a controul vpon the peol 
*^ pie, as of late it has been taught, by a doctrine of 
"the most pernicious tendency. It was designed as 
'^ a controul/or the people/'^ But yet, the Jesuitical 
reconciler of contradictions, would have this*' jjiiy,** 
packed and bribed, by the admission of servants, in the 
pay of the crown ; this, '* image of the feelings of At 
nation,'^ taught the feelings of the court, and this con* 
troul of the crown, become its dependent \\\ In page 
67, we are told point blank, — ^^ It is not the derivntitfo 
" of the power of that house from the people, which 
" makes it in a distinct sense their representative :*' 
But when we get to p. 69, our Hibernian orator tells 
us, that the proper, constitutional state of the house of 
commons, in relation to the people, is, " an immediate 
state of procuration and delegation'^ 

In so rich a mine a& the writings of Mr. Burke, it is 
lamentible to detect, in union with his valuable ore, so 
large a proportion of the glittering spar of cocrapt elo- 
quence, employed to inculcate principles he knew to be 
wrong ; such frequent alloys of the dross of faction 
and such palpable nonsense, as inust be apparent to 
those who t^ke the trouble of bringing together and 
comparing his arguments. He himself^ in explaining 
why other statesmen were not reformers of office, has, 
I doubt not, in a considerable degree, explained why 
he, who was so sensible of the corruptions in the house 
of commons, was not a reformer of parliament ; when 
be says, " Gentlemen wlio are, with me, verging to- 
^' wards the decline of life^ and are apt to form their 
" idea of kings, from kings of former times, might 

1 Thoughts; &c. p. 66. 3 Ibid. p. OX. 
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^ drettd the anger of ure^piiiiig prince ;^tl)«y <|tbo s^t^ 
^ mc^re provident of the future^ or by beiag young ar^ 
*^ more interested in itj mi^lit tren>ble at the resentr 
'^ meot of a sueoeiaor ; tbey might see a lopg^ dull, 
** dreary, unvaried visto of. despair and exclusion, foir 
'^ half a century before tbem. This ia no pJe^ant 
** prospect^ at the oQtfet: of a puIiMcal journey •"! Ou« 
yagacions and crafty politician, while working his own 
way to power, on the merit of . bis very popular a^cono^ 
mieal reform ; preserjired himself we know, from des-i 
pair** of cottrt favours, by the " merit " of '' baffling'* 
others, and ^^ preDentiHg'* ihair parliamentary reform.^ 

Mr. Burke, deep, and vast, and shining sl& were hit 
|»rts, was not a truly wise or great mao« Had iiis in. 
tegrity been equal to bis talents, he might have be-r 
^ stowed the most solid blessings on bis country. His 
elpacity as a statesman appeared in front, but ther^ 
was always faction in the rear, from which he diverted 
attention by rich displays of eloauence. Had hi;s colo^ 
Bial politics been sound, I incline to think he might 
have " baffled/* jeven the faction behind the throne, and 
** prevented*' the American war .3 

I have incidentally, in the foregoing pages, exposed 
much of that inconsisteacy and contradiction, on the 
subject of a bouse of comuAons, which are never foun4 
where the bead and the heart are faithful to each other; 
and bis want of integrity in that respect, were it neces- 
sary, might be set in a still stronger light. But let uf 
eodeavour^to estimate at the same ^|[ue his real chai ac/ 
ler, and vrhat we owe him. Every person who know^ 
the state of parties at that xime, must knpw the very 
powerful ascendant which the knowledge, the geniii?^ 
the energetic temper, aiid indefatigable industry ofMr. 
Burke, gave him in hi^ party. .Every man of expe^ 
rieoce and observation must know, that when sAi^ch at^ 
ascendant is employed with such men ^as the Marcjpij^ 
q{ .Rockingham, 9Lnd his political coaoeptions wl)ile ii^ 

1 Speech 11 Feb. 1780. 2 See p. .61. 
8 See a letter to £• Burke, Esq. controyertiag the princi^s of 
American BOvenunaiit, laid down in km speech, jsm the 19th pf >prii' 
If 74. Pttblislied b> WUkk, 17?!5« i|^m|^ jhpua^ M^^fsr 
with << Ameiicaa jindepcndence.'' 



Digitized by 



Google 



91 

power^ for an adherence to fundamental principles of 
the constitution^ and for urging reforms essential to the 
very existence of that constitution, that it must be 
sowing seed in good ground, to spring up and bear fruit 
an hundrcd-fold.l What then was the course of 
facts? In March 1782, Mr. Burke, went into office 
with Lord Rockingham : on the 7th of Ma}' following, 
the question of Parliamentary Reform, was moved by 
Mr. Pittf and lost by izventy votes. Mr. Burke then 
paymaster-general of his majesty's forces, did not on 
that day attend in his place in parliament, making it 
even a merit, with the friends of Mr. Pitfs motion, that 
he abstained flfom opposing it. The next morning, the 
private secretary to Lord Mockingham, the Rev. Walter 
King, crossed a street to join me, and to express his 
concern at the issue of the debate of the preceding 
evening ; and in the course of the conversation, to my 
great surprize, informed me, that Lord Rockingham 
nntonunately forgot the day appointed for the discus- 
sion, which had occasioned a defect in the attendance 
of hisfriends. Here, then, had Mr. Burke's influence 
with his party been uniformly exerted in favour of this 
reform ; had his etoergy and industry, been regularly 
employed in watching over and promoting it, he him- 
self would not have been absent from this debate ; Lord 
Rockingham, would not have been allowed to forget the 
day; nor would there, as I presume, have been wanting 
one and twenty more votes, to have carried th^t ques- 
tion, now twenty three years ago. 

While Lord Rockingham was at the head of oppo- 
sition, his confidential friends and flappers were suflici-, 
cntly active; they did not then allow him to forget the 
day of any great debate in the house of commons. On 
the 6th of April 1780, on the motion of Mr. Dunning, 
" That the influence of the crown has increased, isin- 
" creasing, and ought to be diminished," the Rock- 
ingham party, could then muster two hundred and thirty 
four; on the 17th,of February 1782, on the motion of 
General Conway^ agairist contiouing the war with 

1 Luke, 8. 8* ■ ' . . . 
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America, they could bring up tt^o hundred and thirty 
six; and on the 15th of March 178^, on the motion of 
Sir John Rous, against confidence in ministers^ they 
could produce again two hundred and thirty six ; and 
Lord , North^Ss ministry^ on the twelfth succeeding day, 
were out of office; but on the 7th of May following, 
when the ijiation was in the greiitest joy at having got 
rid of the North ministry, when the tide of popularity 
was at its height, the borough faction in contempt, 
and the most important question to the people, that 
ever was, or ever can be agitated, was moved, the party 
of Lord Rockingham^ his lordship then minister, have 
but against them one hundred and sixty one, to oppose 
parliamentary reformation, and yet they lose the queS' 
tion, by a majority of twenty ! ! ! . \ 

There can be no doubt that the faction behind th^^ 
throne, and the faction of the boroughs, had on that 
occasion brought into the field their whole strength ; 
which compared with that of the Rockingham < part^ 
while in opposition, was absolute weakness ; and y^t it 
prevailed over that party when in possession of . ml the 
influence of the government, by twenty votes! Had 
therefore Mr. Bi^rke been true to th^ constitution^ and 
bad. as energetically employed bis great talents to re-> 
s£ore> as he did to undermineit, I have no doubt bub 
that the liberties of our country, would at that. time 
have been established on their right basis ; that it would/ 
now ha^ been at peace, and less in debt than it ia, by^ 
FIVE hundred millions ; and its situation with relatknu 
to France such, as to have called for, on a peace estab- 
lishment, a less revenue by two millions a year at the. 
least, than may be now expected, if the present war* 
should ever cease. Wh^t, then, does the nation owe 
Mr. Burke? 

But, it is time we had done with the weaknesses and 
vices of genius,to pursue our own steady course.Contrasr, 
my Lord, ail Mr. Burke's fine sounding nonsense, on 
the subject of representatijoin,- in his celebrated pam- 
phlet, with any one plain American constitutioB ; aiid 
contrast, a) s<5 our case in England, with that of those 
who carried with them the EaigUsh constitution across 
the Atlantic : we have a house of commons, in which 
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it would be a bold assertion to say, tf e baf e €ven ten 
men^ — 'as matiy as would have saved Sodom from de- 
struction — who, under a perfectly, constitational elec- 
tion, would have been the ten men that ikrould have 
been chosen by the persons they are now. supposed to 
i^epresent ; whereas the English Jlmerieam^ in nineteen 
houses of commons, representing a population of many 
inillions, have not a single member^ the spontaneity of 
whose election can be questioned, or so much as 
doubted: And again : We in England have a house 
of commons, which, in consequence of tiie usurpation 

ofpBIVATE PROPRIETORS, PEERS, and the CROWN, 

has no pretensions to be a representation of the people; 
and in which one fourth part of the whole* or more are 
besides placemen and dependents qf the crown ; whereas 
the nineteen English American houses of commons, are 
truly and completely, natiofaial represeritations by the 
spontaneity of free election ; and in all those represen- 
tative assemblies put together^ ^Aere is no/ a single place-' 
man, or person holding an office of honour or emolument, 
under the executive governments Which nation is f<iost 
free from, the " domiciliary vexation," of the *' tax- 
gatherer?"! Which of the two countries is governed 
most for the benefit, and most to the content of the 
people ? And which of the two governments, can be 
most relied on, for the steady pursuit of wise national 
counsels, respecting treaties, or alliances ii^ith foreign 
powers ? 

I See p. 13. 



LETTER XIX. 



My I^ord, 

X HE circumstances of the battle we have alluded 
to, will illustrate one of the fashionable doctrines, which 
so plentifully flow from a corrupted representation ; an 
evilthat is not only a source of wrong, oppressign, and 

G 2 . 
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insalt in a thousand forms^ but is equally a fruitful foun-* 
tain of effrontery^ of falsehood and folly. Unprinci- 
pled and shallow blockheads tells us, that a man elected 
hy particular men, is the representative of all men,.but 
subject to instructions from no men:i he must for- 
sooth be governed only by his own judgment and his 
own conscience. Yes! men shall break loose fromall 
restraintsof the constitution, of common sense, and 
common honesty, and yet prate about conscience ! 

Look back to the 8th of April last ; leave tlie speaker 
in his chair, and you have then exactly one half of a 
very full house of commons, no less than two hitn- 
PRED AND SIXTEEN MEMBERS, voting, to besure, ac- 
cording to conscience ! But have we not heard of a 
conscience *^ seared with a hot iron i" Now although 
the vote alluded to was in direct opposition to the indig- 
nant sense and strong feelings of the nation, what is 
that to the two hundred and sixteen ? Although 
' representing, as they say, all the nation, they owe not 
their seats, as they know, to the people. Although 
as the nation thinks, this vote was -^br the obvious de- 
feat of justice, what is that to the two hundred and 
sixteen ? It is not public justice, but private interest, 
which is to govern them. They are to take care of 
the common cause, of the borough proprietors and pa- 
trons ; and Tn so doing must exercise their own judg^ 
ment, — Although, in the opinion of the nation, that 
vote was in direct breach of honesty, against conscience, 
and in defiance of decency, still what is that to the 
TWO HUNDRED AND SIXTEEN ? They and the nation 
have consciences cast in different n^oulds. Is thisi, 
my lord, to be endured ? The despicable subterfuge 
forhiding the dishonesty of this vote, namely, that at 
once voting a censure on Lord Melville, upon the do- 
cuments on their table, was not so proper as voting for 
a select cora'^mittee, to ascertain that which was already 
iisceriained and in proof .before them, the public f 
believe alike know and despise. No: collected under 
their Demetrius, the craftsmen afraid for their craft, 
came forward in a body to brave the danger of public 

1 Sec Appeal civil and military, on the constitution, p. 273. 
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infamy^ and to bully the nation : their vote was the 
audacious vote of an unprincipled faction, whose en- 
joyments lire the nation's misery, and whose prosperity 
its perpetual plunder ; a vote given from fellowship 
with corruption, and a lively sympathy with guilt. All 
the subsequent efforts and the painful writhing^ of the 
faction, have added their testimony to the internal 
proof of the vote itself. Have we not since had by al- 
most the whole of the very same men, with some addi- 
tion of numbers, and on one and the same evening, one 
vote against an impeachment, and another against a 
criminal prosecution ? Then again, when the latter 
cjuestion, in consequence of a slight schism in the 
taction, was, to the minister's surprize, carried by a 
tnfling majority against him, the faction suddenly turn 
round, and the very men who voted against impeach- 
ment, against, prosecution, against even censure, and 
who had uniformly argued, some of them, against Lord 
Melville's having committed any crime^ and the rest that 
if he had, his punishment had already exceeded his 
offence : — these very men, I say, by as gross a trick as 
ever disgraced a sharper, come again by surprize upon 
the vindicators of the national honour, and before they 
can possibly get together, and make head against their 
sudden onset, vote away again that criminal prosecu- 
tion,whicb had been the act of one of the fullest houses 
of commons, that has assembled within the memory of 
man, and themselves, in whose eyes Lord Melville, 
is an innocent or persecuted man, themselves, 1 say^ 
move and vote his impeachment ! — Have, indeed, the 
faction so acted ? — Am 1 correct ? or, has astonishment 
disturbed my intellects ? Has the faction, with Mr; 
Pitt at its head, dared to do an act of three-fold enor* 
mity ; being calculated at once, to bring ah English 
house of commons into detestation, to libel trial by jury, 
and to libel likewise trial by the house of lords ^^ These 
were once three boasted characteristics of the Englis*^ 
constitution : how one of them has already suffered 
at the hands of the faction, to our grievous' wrong and 
af&iotion, we but too well know : but, in respect of the. 
other two, how stands the question ? For a premedi- 
tated proceeding of such contradiction^ and such vio- 
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lence, strong indeed must have been the motive, what-« 
ever that motive was. It must have been a motive felt 
at their very hearts. Nothing short of a fellow-feeling 
the most active, and a complete communion of interests, 
with the accused could impel them to such an act. 

When it had been settled, after a debate of two days 
continuance^ and when the house was uncommonly 
full, that the question of guilty, or not guilty, should be 
decided in a trial by Jury, did the faction, by a reversal 
of that decision, mean to proclaim it to the nation, 
that, in their opinion, twelve men upon their oaths would 
have peijured themselves, in order to do injustice 
against an innocent man ? If so, they grossly libelled 
trial by jury : or, influenced by the opinion of the at- 
torney general, that, in a court of law, a conviction was 
inevit£^ble^ — an opinion certainly not, the child of his 
wishes — did they snatch the cause out of the court of 
king's bench, and remove it into the hoUse of Lords, 
from a persuasion that they could there obtain a deci- 
sion, the contrary of that which in a court of law, was 
inevitable? Did they indeed, mean to tell a nation^ 
anxiously attentive to their proceedings, that a decision 
they despaired of from twelve men upon their oath, they 
trusted to obtain from two hundred and Jifty men, upon 
their honour ! If this be the true construction of their 
vote, can there be a stronger libel on the house of lords i 
And the farther you carry the comparison, stronger 
and stronger becomes the libel. After a long life of 
ministerial patronage, and the scattering of obligations 
in every direction, \\ personal evLQm\e% to Lord Melmlle 
in the mass of society could be supposed, three parts in 
four of the pannel would be still open to his lordship's 
challenge, on a trial by jury, for removing all possibility 
of a reasonable objection, to that mode of trial : where- 
as, in the mode now resorted to, although the whole 
bench of twenty six bishops, as I believe, and above one 
hundred of the other lords,^ owe their seats in the house, 

1 Mr. FvXf on thq 2rth May 1797, said, " I have looked to the 
" mac hmations of thp present minister in tliat way, and J find that, 
" inclutliiig the number of additional titles, the Right Honourable 
^ gentlcnian has made ho fewer than one hundred and fifteen peer&, 
'* in the course of his administration.'' 
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or elevations in rank, to Lord Mehilk's accomplice,* 
colleague, sworn friend, and patron, Mr. Pitt, and 
very many of them are under high personal obligations 
to the noble defendant himself, yet the plaintiffs in the 
cause, cannot now chatlenge a single person of those 
who are to try the issue between them. If, therefore, 
by the act of the faction, the nation have been made to 
believe, that the cause was snatched from a trial by jury 
and transferred to the Lords, from a persuasion that 
such favours must influence their decision, is not the 
house as a tribunal, scandalously libelled f 

When- the cause, after a long argument and a so* 
iemn vote, had been put into a regular and constitu- 
tional course, for a fair and unobjectionable trial, why 
a proceeding so wnn^cessary to justice? Why such a 
tricking and suspicious manoeuvre ? Why bring un- 
der suspicion the highest tribunal in the country ? 
Why insinuate that the parliamentary judicature of 
En^andis no better than the parliamentary judicature 
of SVancc had been under the monarchy, in which it 
was notorious, that the judges considered not who was 
right and who was wrong, but which of the parties 
had put in the strongest claim to theix - gratitude ; al- 
ways selling public justice for private gain, and paying 
their own personal debts, at the expcnce of those who 
were so unfortunate as to become suitors of their courts 
against the great and powerful. 

But there is another view of the subjectj^ tending to 
^ the same point of implied libel. We are, you know, 
familiar with statements, and with long lists of 
p££Rs, shewing that a very considerable proportion 
of them actually appoint to their seats in the house of 
commons a very large proportion of the Borough fac^ 
tion ;3 and Mr. Fox tells us,3 that if the members so 
appointed do not implicitly obey the instructions of 
those who so appoint them, they are not considered 
as gentlemen. In this view of the case, then, is not 
the nation taught to consider a great body of the peer- 
age, as real authors and prompters of the measure, as, 
in effect thus instructing their representatives : — ' Lord 
' Melville is our friend; and as nothing else can save 

1 See p. 34. 2 See thejcumals of the commons, for 6th. May, 1793. 
^ See a future page near at hand. 
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' him^ 3'ou must at all events^ remove his cause into 
' our court, where we shall do what we can to favour 
' his escape/ Those, 1 say, who either by words or 
actions, cause such things to be suspected, do in ef- 
fect slander and libel in a very unseemly manner, the 
house of lords, in the persons of a large propprtion of 
its inenibers. But whatever may be the political er- 
rors, or human infirmities, hanging about any of the 
members of that house of parliament, it is, m}' Lord, 
my decided opinion, and I solemnly declare it upoa 
my honour as a gentleman, that on trying tlae im- 
peachment of lord ilfefciV/e, their judgment, whatever 
Jt may be, will sustain to the full the high reputation 
of their tribunal, and prove completely satisfactory to 
the nation : and 1 moreover believe that that judg- , 
ment, whenever it comes, will not raise the reputation 
of the faction in the house of commons, wRb have acted 
as we have seen. • 

But, my Lord,, such ever have been, and ever must 
be, the proceedings of parliaments raised upon the ruins 
of the nation's liberty. Bven so early as in the r^ign 
of king William, in consequence of parliament having 
obtained only a three years coniinuance, and of the suc- 
cess of the court in preventing an exclusion of place- 
men, we find it said of such corruption, '^ Tis this 
" that has changed the very natures of Englishmen, 
'' and of valliant made them cowards; of eloquent, 
*' dumb; and of honest men, villains: it^is this can 
" make a whole house of commons eat their own words, 
'^ and couniervote what they had just before resolved 
'' on: it is this could summon the. mercenary members 
*' from all quarters of the town in an instant to vote 

*' their fellow criminals innocent :" " By these 

*' means they made their numbers and interest in the 
'^ house so great, that no miscarriages in the govern- 
*^ ment could ever be redressed, nor the meanest tool 
" b<*longing to them punished: some of which they 
'^ did indeed take into their own hands, which raised ia 
'' the people a high expectation that some extraordi- 
" nary penalties would be inflicted upon them ; when 
" thejr design at the same time was' nothing else than 
** to protect and screen them from the ordinary course of 
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^* justice. Sach is now the difference^ in point of cor- 
■^ ruption^ between a common jurjr and the grand jury 
" 0/ the nation! such a mutual assistance and support 
'' haVethey been to one another in the several misma* 
'' nagements of their trusts !i 

1 trust, my Lord, the nation -is not in a temper to 
view with apathy these proceedings./ If it can si^bmit 
to these things, and longer endure the usurpations of a 
Sorough faction, it is a nation fit only to furnish places^ 
and pensions, and pillage to the unprincipled and ava- 
ricious! and if, after Mr Pitt's black share in the 
transactions reported by the Commissioners of Naval 
inquiry, and the part he has acted in the proceedings 
we have spoken of, it can tamely bear the continuance 
of his ministry, it is a nation that ought to forget it 
ever produced Russells and Sidneys and Hampdem\ 
and to blush at the very mention of freedom or public 
spirit ! no, my Lord these thinss and these men can- 
not be forgotten. Flf sh and blood can but bear to a 
certain point. We are on the eve, I trust of this man's 
ntter expulsion from a power he has most criminally 
n^isused, never more to contaminate by his vices the 
counsels of his sovereign ; never more to exert his 
" influence as a minister" to rivet on the neck of the 
nation the yoke of a plundering faction ; never more 
to possess the power of plunging again the dagger of 
an apostate into the bosom of the constitution ; and we 
are on the eve of the day, I also trust, when the. na« 
tion shall pass its irreversible sentence of extinctioQj 
on that claim to a right of voting without responsibi- 
lity, which has been followed up by actually voting 
against the rights, the justice, the indignant feelings, 
the honour, and the unanimous and known judgment 
of the nation. The nation and the faction are now at 
issue: there is no medium. We must again my 
Lord, assemble in our counties, and our towns; and 
let it be seen whether the faction shall master the na- 
tiqn, or the nation master the faction. 

I TAc rfangcr of Mercenary Parliaments: with a prrfacs ikew^ 
ing the infinite mischiefs of long and Packed Parliaments, p. 9, 
13, Edition of 1722, but written in or before 1702. 
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LETTER XX. 



Mt Lord^ 



Bi 



^UT it is said^ that many of the two hundred and 
sixteen, and many of the two hundred and twenty nine, 
although they voted according to their own judgment, 
and their own conscience, yet voted against their own 
opinions, frequently declared in private company. How 
is this f Is not here a contradiction in terms ? An. 
absurdity? What then! still it is just as it should be> 
tliat is^ it naturally grows out of a system which is no^ 
thing else but contradiction> absurdity^ and wickedness ; 
the system, by which such non-entities as Midhurst, 
Gatton, and Old Sarum give actual^ operative legisla* 
tors, to the land; legislators who are at any time ready 
to enact, that they had, have, and of right ought to 
have, full power and authority to make laws and sta- 
tutes of sufficient force and validity to bind the people 
of England, as once they bound the people of America, 
in all cases whatsoever, that especially qf TAXATI- 
ON. Amongst the other absurdities of the system, are 
those respecting instructions from constituents. It is 
the language of the law, the constitution, and common 
sense, that representatives, who are attornies, stewards, 
vicarious deputed persons, .acting for others who have 
elected them so to do, are bound to obey instructions, 
provided only the instructions be not contrary to the 
moral law, or impossible, of execution. But a certain 
shop«keeper who thinks himself more learned than the 
}aw^ and more wise than the constitution, together with 
inany others, treats the doctrine of instiuctions with 
insolent contempt both in theory and practice; that 
is to say, all instructions given by the people for their 
own benefit or self-defence : but then there are in this 
admirable system another sort of instructions which 
are to be implicitly obeyed. '^ When gentlemen," says 
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Mr. Fox^ " represent populous towns and cities, then 
'^ it is disputable whether they ought to obey their 
*' voice, or follow the dictates of their own conscience; 
'^ hut if they happen to represent a noble Lord, or a 
'^ noble Duke, then it becomes no longer a matter of 
^' doubt; he is not considered as a man of honour who 
f' does not implicitly obey the orders of his single con- 
*< stituent. He is to have no conscience, no liberty, 
^^ no discretion of his own; he is sent here by my Lord 
*' this, or the Duke of that, and if he does not obey 
'^ the instructions that lie receives, he is not to be con- 
'^ sidered as a man of honour and a gentleman. Is a 
'^ gentleman to be permitted, without dishonour, to act 
*^ in opposition to the sentiments of the city of Lon* 
^ don, of the city of Wcstmiiisier, or of Bristol; but if 
'* he dare to disagree with the Duke, or Lord, or Ba- 
*^ ronet, whose representative he is, that he must be 
*^ considered as unfit for the society of men of ho- 
'' nour? This is the chicane of tyranny and cor- 
^' ruplion, and this, at the same time, is called repre«* 
^' sentation. In a very great degree the county mem- 
^ hers are held in the same sort of thraldom; a num* 
" ber of peers possess an overweaning interest in the 
'^ county, and a gentleman is no longer permitted to 
*^ hold bis situation, than as he acts agreeably to the 
'^ dictates of those powerful families." Under what 
instructions the votes of the two hundred and sixteen, 
and the two hundred and twentyrnine were given, the 
nation, no doubt, have taken into their serious consi- 
deration; as I trust will be seen in the next popular 
meetings. 

What then, my Lord, remains to be done i Shall 
we now sp^ak, or for ever hold our peace r Shall we 
now act, or for ever remain a passive prey, to men 
who claim a right to have their hands for ever in our 
pockets, because forsooth they have purchased Gattom 
^nd Old Sarums 9 Shall we behold our countrymen 
the dupes of such reforiiaers as A^North, a Burke, a 
Pitt, and a Duudas, (now Lord Mehilie,) or advise 
them to take counsel of the constitution, and their 
own understandings ? If the duty of common defence 
"be liniversal, it is yours, my Lord ; it is mine, it is every 
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man's alike. Who, then, when he hears the trampling 
of the foe, or sees his embattled phalanx, waits for 
example to stand forth ? Or who, when the foe is in 
the field, and his neighbours are asleep, leaves them to 
be slain, or made captive, instead of breaking their 
fatal slumber, and calling them to their post? Stand 
forth then, men of England^ in defence of your rights/ 
your liberties, and your property ! Do ye claim a right 
to the enjoyment of political liberty ? Men conver- 
sant with the science of civil government aver that, 
under your present circumstances, it does not in En- 
gland exist. Claim ye a ri^ht to a genuine efficient 
representation in parliament^ Be assured^ ye have it 
not. Taxation, indeed, ye have in reality ; but repre- 
mentation only *' in forms, in types, and shadows, and 
*' fictions of law /'I 

But if representation be gone, and with it liberty, 
perhaps ye are content with being masters of your pro-- 
petty J Alas ! here again ye are equally deceived ; 

for THOSE WHO AR^ ONCE MASTERS OF A COUNTRY'S 
LIBERTY, ARE FROM THAT MOMENT MASTERS OF ITS 
PROPERTY ALSO ! '^ 

Stand forth then, I say, men of England, to discuss 
these high questions ! On these questions it depends 
whether,^^in the majestic sense of the word," 2 ye 
have, or ye have not, a country ; that which waS the 
COUNTRY of your fathers; that which ye ought to 
leave as a country to your children. 

What is POLITICAL liberty i The political liberty 
of a nation, is its power of self-government. A nation 
can only be self-governed, when its laws are made by 
the people, either personally in a public assembly, (only 
practicable in very small states) or by representatives 
freely and fairly chosen. The political liberty of a 
citizen in a state governed by representation, is not a 
mere personal hut a social right and condition ; and, to 
be perfect, the following requisites are essential ; 
1st. He must be a member of a self -governed nsLUon : 
2d, He must enjoy, free from controul or persecution, 

1 Bttr/ce*s Thoughts on the Cause of the present Discontents, p. 82. 
2 Sir WUliam J(mes, in a private letter to the Author. 
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a fair share in electing the national representatives; 
and 3dly« His right of election must not be subject io 
unjust denial, or unjust suspension ; for if there be a 
power which can suspend the exercise of my elective 
right for three years, or for seven years, the same power 
may suspend it for seven times seven, or for ever ; so 
that a power of suspending ^ is a power of denying : and 
what is that, but a power of enslaving f 

What is REPRESENTATION f It is that concentrated 
essence of the English constitution, it is that portable 
extract of liberty, which the deputies of a nation carry 
with them into a legislative assembly, and by which 
they express the nation's will in the enactment of its 
laws. Genuine reprbsentatyon is therefore the life, 
the energy, the majesty of national freedom. When 
Englishmen were first driven by persecution into the 
wildernesses of America, this constitutional essence, 
this extract of liberty, was the heavenly manna of a 
weary pilgrimage; and continues to this moment that 
food of political life, which has raised and nourished 
them into a great people, free and flourishing, and 
which is rapidly spreading human liberty and human 
enjoyment over an immense continent. 

What is PROPERTY? * It is the absolute command 
over our substance that constitutes property, {t 
must be ours, and ours only, to give oi to w.ith-hold, to 
grant or to refuse, either to our neighbour or to the 
crown, or it is not secure. If it can be rightly takea 
from us, even by " the supreme power, without our 
consent, we have in it no property at all; for truly I 
have no property in that which another can by righi 
take frpm me when he pleases without my consent."i 
If he have such right, the substance is his property, not 
mine.3 

What then, is the result? Do we not see how con- 
nected, how interwoven, how inseparable, ate political 
liberty, legislative representation, and property? If 
liberty be impaired, property is endangered; and when 
liberty is gone, property is iio more, That day once 

I Locke on Gov, c. v. 21. 
2 Letter to dcctors of Nottingbaui, p. 538. 
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edtne^ (aild ontess prevented by e^tertioa^ it is not tat 
dhteLtiu) 6iir wealthy merchants will be to a moderii 
comtf what the Jews were to our kings six hundred 
jfears ago; that is^ money-sponges to be squeezed at 
pte8»ur&} and they may then expect to be aadressed in 
the \ik(Hihic stile of the Prussian Frederick, to a Jew at 
Berlin ;-^*^ a miIlion or a haltbr!" Even you, my 
Lord, a Duke of Bedford, with your eighty, or your 
hufidred thodsand pounds a year, should popular re- 
presentation be annihilated past recoveir^ might, as 
yon wdl know, at any moment be olappeQ in the tow- 
er, and every atom of your estates Be swept away by a 
confiscation. When Richard the second, says Jttapin, 
bad got '^ a parliament at his devotion,'' made up of 
men who ^' had promised to be subservient to bis de- 
'^ signs," it " made no scruple to sacrifice to the pas- 
*^ sions of the king and his ministers, the most distin* 
** guisbed lords of the kingdom, as well as the liberties 
'' and privileges of the people." The Archbishop of 
Canterbuty, contrary to law and justice, was quickly 
banished, '^ and his -estate confiscated to the king's 
'^ use." ' The Earls of Arundel and Warwick, were as 
illegally condemned, the one to death, the jotber to ba- 
nishment; iand the Duke of Glocester, without any form 
of trial, was strangled ; all their estates being coruscated 
to the king, ' Let Mr. Fitt and the borough faction, 
but go on as they have done, till legislative representa- 
mon be lost past recovery^ and then these scenes and 
worse may be acted again. 

Stand forth then, 1 sa^, men of England, to avert 
from yourselves and your posterity the evils, the misery, 
the degradation, and shame, that inevitably follow a 
loss of liberty ! 

In your counties and in your towns immediately 
assemble. The discussion of all that is necessary to 
your well-being, may be brought within the narrowest 
compass. We have seen, that property depends 
upon LIBERTY : we have also seen, that the liberty 
of a great natidn depends upon its legislative re- 
presentation. Here then, fix your attention ! This 

% Rapin, I. p. 468. 
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is the right for which alone ye need to eontend. Se- 
cure this^ on the true principles of the eonstittttion, and 
you then secure every thing. But I may be told^ that 
my observations are not new ; that my prescription is 
only a repetition of what I have given before. What 
then i As the beneficence of C^on has famished no 
other specific^ no other medicine capable of caring our 
state disease^ it would only be to play the imposture, 
were I to propose any other. Political alteratives in 
such a case^ require to be long and patiently admini- 
stered ; the foundation of a cure may be laid, when 
little amendment appears to the uninstrncted eye ; and 
It is only by perseverance in the right course^ that 
health can be restored. The cure may at last appear 
to come suddenly ; when, in fact, the individual step by 
which we arrive at it, shall only be the last of ten thou« 
sand, equally necessary for bringing us to that point. 

But if, for recovering our liberty, and preserving our 
property^ a restoration of our constitution be necessary^ 
a removal of Mr. Pitt's ministry is, to say the leasts fit 
and proper. While contending for ^a parliamentary 
reformation, we cannot be satisfied that an apostate to 
that cause, who, as events have taught us to believe, 
sold himself to the faction behind the throne, and the 
faction of the boroughs for ministerial power, which 
power he has uniformly employed against the people 
and to strengthen those factions, should retain in bis 
hands the immense patronage of the crown. If we 
wish for the external prosperity and honour of our 
country, we must deprecate the longer continuance of 
the executive gover&ment in bands which experi* 
ence has shewn to be unequal to the task. If we wish 
our government to rest on the salutary, basis of popu- 
lar respect, and public opinion, it is Hbsolutely neces- 
sary it should no longer be contaminated by the pre'- 
seii(^ of a man^ who, by the unaccoantable compla-^ 
cency of that house of commons which we want to 
reform, was allowed to escape impeachment, after ba« 
ving been privy to, and conniving at, the misapplica* 
tion of public money, and therewith *' accommodating'^ 
TWO MKMBBRs OF PARLIAMENT, Boyd and Benficid. 
I might speak in plainer English ; for if a sum of forty 
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thousand pounds he, in tlie first place o be illegally 
diverted from its parliamentary destination by a minis- 
ter; if that money be then- to he clandestinely lent to 
. two members of parliament (who always voted with 
the minister^) and without interest; if such secrecy be 
to hang over this dark transaction that not any other 
member of the cabinet (except his accomplice lord 
Melville) is to know it^ and that no document of this 
loan is to be preserved^ no memorandum of it to be 
any where entered ; and if when the business after a 
lapse of eight years is accidentally detected, the sole 
apology is -a flimsy^ absurd^ and therefore insulting 
pretext of state necessity, which every man's common 
sense must reject with scorn^ but which is a\so falsified 
by irresistible testimony, independent of the internal 
evidence of this circumstance, that the minister himself^ 
wh^^n the proper time arrived for reporting what he had 
done^ and the necessity of doing it^ (if such a necessi- 
ty had existed^) and asking for his indemnity^ was al- 
together silent; if I say, such is the case, they who 
please may use BardolpVs word/ " accomodated;''^ and 
they who pleast may express the fact in still plainer 
English: and when the delinquency of an accomplice, 

Srross in . its form and infamous in its nature^ has 
bund an apologist, an advocate, a partizan, and a 
protecting patron in this presiding minister, every 
gentleman, every Englishman, that would not share in 
the disgrace, dwes it to his own character to join in ad- 
dressing the King, to make known to him the disho- 
nour which has fallen upon his government and upon 
the nation ; and to pray that he will wipe out the stain 
by a removal of this disgraced minister, and of every 
colleague who has not revolted at acts of such turpitude. 
How different the feelings of that minister, (in 
i^hose private sympathies are lost all sense of. the duty 
of office, of the dignity of station, of the purity of cha- 
racter, as well as of the nation's disgust,) from the 
feelings of magistrates I could name, who would not 
sit down on the same bench with rotten borough mem- 
bers of parliament, their brethren, after these in theh: 
estimation had forfeited the characters of gentlemen, 
by voting on the 8th of April, against Mr. Whitbread^s 
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molioo of censure^ on Lord MetviUe I Or from the 
feelings of mercantile members of par)iament9--^ot 
opposition men-*-who to the* writer's kn<m)ede;e de- 
clared^ that had they- not voi^d with Mr. fVMiaread, 
Ihey coatd not have shewn their faces upbn the iRoyal 
Exchange ! And how the declaratibn of Mr* Byng; 
at the Aliddlesex county meetings on the 2d of May, 
drew from his auditors a burst of appl4iase,< your grace 
will recollect : -^ If I could have taken a different 
^ part, from that which it is my pride to have espoused^; 
'^ (1 1 should have thought myself unworthy of being 
*^ your representative, or of being respected in society i 
'^ and should have expected to have been shunned by 
^' all men of independent minds. I do not look upon 
'^ the defenders of Lord Melville, as le$s guilty than 
" himself." 



LETTER XXL 



My Loro^ 

j3EF0REwe altogether take our leave of Messrs. 
Boyd and Benfield, it may gratify our readers to have 
it brought to their recollection, or to be informed that 
the instance' lately brought to light, was not the first in 
which a friendly intercourse between the minister ari^ 
one of these gentlemen, had been made conspicuous^; 
for Mr. Burke, in his speech X)n the motion made for 
certain papers relative to India, delivered on the 28th 
Feb. 1785, gives us the following information. *' Our 
'' wonderful minister, as jrou all know> formed a new 
'^ platt^ a plan imignt recens alio indictum ore^ a plan 
'^ for supporting the freedom of our constituiiou by 
" court intrigues; and for removing its corruptions by 
'^' Indian delinquency. To carry this b(4d p^ra- 
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^ doxic^l diesil^n into exectttioti^ sufficieiit firndsaod 
^. apt instrfunente «be€Am« necessary. You are per- 
'^ teetfy senfible'thata parliaineAtary lefarm Qcoupiea 
" his. tbooghtai' day and oiighty las an essential mtoibeii 
*^ in thi»-«Q]HFaoioittary projeet. Id his auaLious ren 
^' sebrcbsSs. U{»oii this siibjecty • natural instincti aa well 
^^. al/sound' p^Kcy^ would direei. bis eyes, aud settle hia 
'' ' choice on. Pom BenfieU. Paui ; Bcnfield is the granA 
^' parliamentary veforeiier,' the refoi'merto whom the 
^' wihH>W ohoirof r€ffonner6 bow> and to nrhoiaeyeii ^he 
'' rigiht honourable' gentleman himself mast yield the 
^' palm»'*n4-r"^' Mr. £e^ld haa thrown in the borough^ 
^' of Cf^€ft/ai^^lx>'reiof(M'ce the county representation.^ 
^' IJotooiiteoi with this/ ia. order to station a.steady 
'^ phalanx* for^all future reformst this puhlic^spirited 
*^ usurer^ amidst his charitable toils for the velief of 
'^ India, did not forget the poor rotten constitution of 
^' his native country. For her, he did not disdain to 
'' stoop to the trade of a wholesale upholsterer for this 
" house, to fiirnish it» not with the faded tapestry 
'^ figures ofanti{i]||itedm#rH>sict| as decorate and may 
•^Tcproach some other houses, but with real, solid, 
'' living patterns of true modern virtue. Paul Benfield 
'' made, (reckoning himself^) np fewer than eight 
'^ members in the last parliament. What. copious 
'' streams of pure blood must he pot have transfused 
'' into the veins of the present !" — " Mr. Benfield was 
'' no-soonec elected than he s^t off foi* Madrass/ It 
'^ wastherefore .impossible for the minister, , to consult 
'^ pei;$oiially with this great map. What'.tlk^n was be 
'^ tq do? Through a sagacity that never h\\!^d h^mip 
.*' these pursuits, he /ottud out io Mr. B^v^efd^^ t^pr^' 
'^ sentative^ bis ej^act respiphlanpe. A sp^ci^c ^tt«acr 
" tion, by which, be gi-avjtal^s towards aU^nch charaQ- 
^^ ters, soon brought our minister into ^clof^e^ oouii^e^ 
♦' tion with Mr. Benfield'^ agent ^nd attorney ; :thal; i|^ 
'*^ with the graodcbaraQter, (whoiipl i?^me;t(«?:bQP0up) 
'' Mx. i2i^Aarfi{ ^^^^tii5o^^;a^ap[ietbiit will t>e!>^'^Ure« 

1 As^punishmeiit, fprthepQfrj^ptiqii^of ttys ^grougli^ ^p«grt 4f 
thecouijty tva^ United to it, for^e purposes of rctjirnlgg i^embq^j^ 
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« nletnberedfls long 4s the records «f this house, ai 
^ Un^iwuthe reqovds of'Ae British treasury, as lon^ as 
'f the OMHHiAieDtal debt. of Mngland shall eadure. This 
*f i^ntieinan. Sir, vetoes attornej for Mr. PaulBen^ 
*f JUid. Every one who;heers me, is well acquainted 
'f with the sacred frieiidshif), and the steady mutual at- 
^ taehmeiit that subsistii beifeweeo hiincaDd the present 
** minister. As many • members • as chose to attend in 
^ the first session of this parliament, can; best tell their 
^ own. feelings at theiscenes which, were thea acted. 
'^'H^w miicb that honourable ^eottemaii was consul''* 
^ tediO'the orlgiaod frame and ^brio of the biliy com^ 
^ ^moaly called Mr. Fitt^ India bill, lamatter only of 
^ 4roD)ecf are ;i though by no<meaD»difiicult to divine. 
^ Butdikeii^ublio was an iadignant witness, of the osten-' 
^^' tiiCiuiii with 'which thaft ^measute was made his own/ 
'^i.ficoi^^**^'* The> rcfoimatioh may be estimated, by 
^^ ^iii9>who «was ' il^e. jeCoriner. Paul *'Beiifiklii as-' 
^ Sb«iifat«iaaNiiagent,iWas.lield up to'tbe worlds as* the lev 
^- gvstaroi oBinciDslaKi Bi^ it wa» necessary to autbeoti- 
'/ 'cattt«thfet)VOdialition, ^bsFtweeii 'the men of intrigue in 
'^''/«A*a^%nd\tho iiiinislMfio£' iim«iga&i«i Eftgiama, by a 
^J>0tud1«)d display c^' thepower of tkid their connecting 
^ Vmkl i 'Sffety^ttumi, c«vepy»bMiOttr, every distinction, 
<'iiwlis»ilo:bebe«ped'Dpodhikn; He waiS'atonce made 
*^ a director of the Lidia Company ; made an alderman 
^.^ofliiitMvpoii % ^andtdyib^ made, if miuistry confel frre- 
^!^aiJ^ (andl amsoNij^^Ssisay how near,^how Very near 
'^liohey^tweye prevailing) representative of the capital of 
^t^thiskia^dotil; i BuvtOiBecuve his^rvieesagaii\st ait 
^'xrisqve,he'^|tf)ais brought in tea^nmSsUrialboTOtigLO^x 
^'- Ills part,- jie'was not wantina in zeaLfor the common 
^. cause.' Hidadveniseineiitaiallew bis motives, and the 
^ taibrita opo4» whicb be stood* For> ^onr minister, 
^fifhis worn^it vetenui, submitted to entep. into the 
^•ckitfty^fieUfof^the Ili0ii4s9» contest; and you ailrc- 
^mfn^dbeir/tbatmthe saine virtuous cause, to submit- 
^' to ka#^a ^ft ifpubjfie office or cokintdig^hfrnse, wiert 
'^ Mi0 whale bMnets^^f th& lastftnemiekction 9oa$ima* 
^ fktgid:, >^t^M opmliy liMtnageci^ by the direct a^^ent 
^iUldrit'attoruyi^y ^ BenfiM, it wai^ uians^di^oM 
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^* Indian principles^ and for on Indian iatenest; .-. Thn* 
'^ was the golden cap of abominations ; this the cbslice 
'' of the fornications of ramne^ usury, and oppressionj* 
'^ which was held out by the gorgeous eastern harlot ; 
** which so many of the people, so many of the nobles 
'^ of this land> had drained to the very dregs. Do you* 
'' think that po reckoning #as to follow this lewd'de-^ 
'' bauch ? that no payment was to be demanded, for 
*^ this riot of public drunkenness and national prostitu* 
*' tion f Here! you have it, here before you.. The 
^ principal of the grand election manager, must be in* 
'^ demnified ; accordingly the claims of Benfield and 
*' kin crew, must be put above all inquiry. '^-y^Agnia f 
*^ Thus, besides the arrears of three years, amounting 
*^ to /. 1106,500, (which as iast as received, • may be- 
*^ legally lent out at 1^ per cent^) Ben/ield has reccivted 
'^ by the ministerial grant brfore you, an annuity of 
'* 1.35,590 a year, charged on the public revenues. Out 
'^ mirror of ministers of finance, did not thinfe-^AtS' 
'^ enough for the services of sacha friend as Btt^W' 
Then, after additional statements, Mr. Burkefptoemds. 
— *^ You must therefore, consider Ben/ield as* dottcar 
'^ security for /• 480,000 a year, which at d4rper cent 
" (supposing him contented with thajt profit) will, with 
^ the mtere^of his old debt, produce an. aanual in* 
«' come of /. 149,520 a year. 

*^ Here is a specimen of the new and pure ans^cAriracy 
'^ created by the right honowrabU, gentleman, a&.t^e 
'^ support of the crown and constitution, against iJie 
'' old, corrupt,* refractory, natural interests of this* 
^f kingdom; and this is the gmnd coanterpoiae against 
'^ all odious .coaiitions, of these interests.. .A single 
^* Benfield outrweighs them all ; a criminaj, wbaiong 
'/ since ought to have fattened the region kites with bis 
<^ offal, is by bis majesty's ministers, in throned iaJibe 
'' government of a great kingdom, ilndeoleCKfied' with 
'^ an estate, which in the comparison effaciesi th^isplen-- 
*' dor oF all the nobility l{ Europe.'' &c-^.&c fcc;. , 
^ ' A^ain :./^ It ^was long before ^y puhUc aocount of 
^ this discovery at Maoras,". [One, on < which be>ha4 
said, 'f an universal iudigoation arose againit; the per- 
" fidyof Mr. Berifield's proceedings :''&€. J. V. had ar- 
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'' rived in "Englandy that tb^ present ministerj and his 
'.' board of controul^ thought fit to determine on the 
" debt of 1777. The recorded proceeding's at this 
*' timcj^ knew nothing of any debt to Bei^eU* There 
** was his own testimony ; there was the testimony of 
'^ the list ; there was^ the testimony of the Nabob of 
'* Arcot against it. Yet such was the ministers' /ire/t/ig 
*' of the tme secret of this transaction, that they thought 
*' proper, in the teeth of all these testimonies, to give 
" him licence to return to Madras. Here the minis- 
*^ ters were under some embarrassment. Confounded 
" between their resolution of rewarding the good ser- 
'^ vices of Benjield's friends and associates in England, 
" and the shame of sending that notorious inceudiary 
" to the tourtof the Nabob of Arcot, to renew his in 
'^ trigues against tkcBritish government, Bl the time they 
'•^ authorized his return they forbid him, under the 
^^ severest penalties, from any conversation with the 
" Nabob, or his ministers ; that is, they forbid his com- 
*^ munication with the very person on account of his 
** dealings, with whom they permit his return to that 
*^ city. To overtop this contra<liction, there is not a 
** word restraining nim from the freest intercourse with 
** the Nabob's second son, the real author of all that 
*^ is done in the Nabob's name ; who, in conjunctiou 
''^ with this very Benfield, has acquired an absolute do- 
^^ minion over that unhappy man, is able to persuade 
*' him to put his signature to whatever paper they 
^ please, and often without any communication of their 
^ contents. This management was detailed to them 
'^ at full length by Lord Macartney, and they cannot 
'^' pretend ignorance of it. 

*^ I believe after this exposure of facts, no man can 
'^ entertain a doubt of a collusion of ministers, with the 
'* corrupt interests of the delinquents in India. When- 
^' ever tnose in authority provide for the interest of any 
^^ person, on the real but concealed state of his affairs, 
*^ without regard to his avowed, public, and ostensible 
^* pretences, it must be presumed, that they are in cbn* 
'* tederacy with him, because they act for him on the 
'* same fraudulent principles, on which he acts for 
^^ himself. It is plain, that the ministers, were fully 
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^ apprised of Benfield's real situation^ which be ha4 
'^ used means to conceal^ while concealment. answered 
" his purposes. They were, or the person on whom 
•'' they rehed^ was of the cabinet council of Baificldj 
*^ in the very depth of all his mysteries. An hoqest mai^ 
*^ gistrate compels men to abide by pne story. Aa 
'^ equitable judge would not' hear of the claim of a man, 
" who had himself thought proper, to' renounce it. 
'^ With such a judge his sh^ipSling, and prevarication 
^^ would have damned bis claims, but such a judge 
'' never Would have known, but in order to animadveit 
^' upon, proceedings of that 4;^haracter. 

, ^f ] have thus laid before you, Mr. Speaker, I think 

'^ with sufficient clearness, the connection of the mi- 

^* Bisters with Mr. Atkimon, at the general ^kction ; 

*^ I have laid open to you; the connection of Atkinson 

" with Benfidd ; I have shewn Beivfield^s employment 

'^ ofhh wealth, in creating a parliamentary interest, to 

'*^ procure a ministerial protection ;i baye set before 

^' your eyes,, his large concern in the debt, his practices 

^^:.to hide that concern from the public ^ye, and the /t- 

/' beral protection wldch he has received from the mi^" 

*^ ter. if this chain of circumstances do not lead you 

^^ necessarily to conclude, that the minister has paid to 

^' the avarioe of Bet^eld, the services done by Ben^ 

^^ field's connections to his ambition, I do not know any 

•^ thing short of . ^Ae confession of the party, that can 

'^^ persuade you of his guilt. Clandestine and collusive 

'/^. practice, can only be traced by combination 9^d cow 

'^ parison of circumstances. To reject such'combina- 

^' lion, is to rejectthe only means of detecting fraud ; it 

" is indeed to give it a patept imd fre^ licence to cheat 

." with impunity." 
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LETTER XXII. 



My Lobd, 

'I HUS then we see that, between the minister and 
Mr. Benfrtl^y political sympathies stim«lating to the 
warmest reciprocation of services, had for many years 
sabsisted; and Mr. Boyd of Hamburgh^toiemory^ is well 
known to huve possessed talentii of singular congeni* 
ality with those of '* the first financier in the world;" 
and to have aided that financier with those talents/by 
the fabrication cfficHttQtu btlb, with a view, no doubt; 
** to essential public interests \** beside* which, thepe-i 
riod of the loan having been ihat of ft general election, 
and ** the grand parliamentary reformer," Mr. Ber^eldi 
having had npon his hands at the time, an expensive 
contest, in which case any thing untoward in the case 
#f that gentleman might, by a reforming statesman, 
have) been considered as '^a great public mischief;*^ 
faking all these matters duly into consideration, we 
cannot be surprized that the friend of Boyd and Ben^-i 

field, should wish to ** accorfuftodate" them. 

When indeed Mr. Burke, so early as 1785, spoke 
6f *' the son of Ckathdm,* as even then plunging with- 
out scruple into the depths of corruption, such wad the 
general persuasion of his ** bedven^bortt" origin and 
Mrity', that no impression wa» then made on the pub^ 
lie mind ;'and, for the same? reason, as little regard was 
paid to Mr. Bike's chargesi of state: intrigue and facy 
tion. We must not therefore be surprized thai, when 
in 1790, the orator,' by his celebrated ** 'Rejtections on the 
rev&lutim in France ^ had thoroughly prepared the 
hifndspf t)^e English aristocra<rf, for falling into the 
stikres of the mmistek', while he was meditating warn} 
WAid '^flF reform, he should have powerfully ^ded to 
those *pr^dices and imposhions on which the mini* 
siei^'pewer was founded, s^ as to make him the irresis^^ 

' tible^ omnipotent personage we remember him to have 
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been* But -now that time and the tenth teport have 
convinced us^ that this mien's origin was as earthly as 
that of $nv other politician's^ and indeed that the clay 
of which he is maoe is none of the best^ or purest ; and 
when all the grievous and melancholy consequence of 
his anti-reforming war have been seen, and ielt, and 
are still foreseen m dreadful anticipation, it is possible 
that a time is come, when our alarmists, who by their 
fatal error made themselves so instrumental to the mis- 
chiefs he has brought upon us, may give a patient 
hearing to a few expostulatory questions. I would 
therefore ask of them, 1st. If it was incQumtcnt with 
the good of the empire, that reforms in the decayed 
dnd cbrrupted representation of the people in parlia* 
ment, and in the duration of parliaments, for which 
patriotic men had for many years contended^ should 
then have been adopted and made law? 

2d. Unless those reforms shall be so adopted and 
made law, is it possible that political liberty can, in 
this country, have any existence, or property any ae? 
curity ? 

dd. Had parliament, prior to the war of 1793, passed 
ah act for the admission of all taxable householders to 
the elective franchise, for equalizing among them the 
national representation, for simplifying the elections, 
and for so protecting the voters as to secure a perfect 
freedom of election, and to have made parliaments an* 
nual, while at the same time it prevented expence ; 
would not the government have still had in their banda 
the same law, with a sufBcient army, a sufficient navy, 
and a sufficient revenue, for defending tbemaelvei^ if 
necessary, agai|i3t Thomas Paine f And woqld it not 
have been as feasible a project, as that of making a 
conquest of France f 

4tb. Had such a legislative reform taken place, fill* 
mg the land with joy and gladness, establishing the li- 
berties of England on the most solid base, and far 
eclipsing, in the eyes of dl who understand the con«- 
stitution, the c^lpries of Magna Chartd and the Bifl of 
Rights, would .any soul .have regarded either the 
sense, pr the nonsense of Thomas Paine i ox would lie 
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kimself eVer have thought of circillatiDg a ^ingla 
pamphlet in this countrj? 

5th. And, ma pecuniary point of view, would it not 
have been as much to the credit of *^ the first financier 
in the world/' to have promoted such a refQrm, which 
with but decent management in ministers, would have 
enabled us to have discharged in a dozen or fifteen 
years, the whole national aebt then subsisting; as to 
have rushed into a war for the very purpose of preven- 
ting spch a reform ; a war that has already made that 
debt between dxand seven hundred millions f 

6th. Let our alarmists, [ say, lay their bands on their 
hearts, and a$ honest men answer ttiese few questions. 
Will Mr. fVindhamf Will Lord GrenviUe? Will 
Lord Spencer? Will any man pretending a knowledge 
of, and a regard Ibr our constitution, now argue against 
a reform in our representation? Will these, or any 
men now tell the nation it ought not to have such means 
pf self-defence against despotism in its ministers, or 
corruption in its parliaments? These I have named, 
(and i name them for no unfriendly purpose) are pract 
tised statesmen ; but if not yet convinced of the neces* 
sity of this reformation in the state, they have been 
statesmen to little purpose, and are bejrond the reach 
of even experience itself la conferring wisdom. If they 
are to this moment ignorant of the vital principle of 
the English constitution, they cannot be qualified for 
an English cabinet. Is it possible that they should 
know the principle, and yet not respect itf Is it possi- 
ble ihey could act a part which should effectually dis* 
entitle them to any respect from an English people ? 

Prom the steadiness, however, with which these 
persons have resisted all the attempts for re-uniting 
them once more in a cabii^et with Mr. Pitt and apos- 
lacy, corruption and treacher;^, we must hope they 
have not only ceased to think with that political impos* 
tor, but have likewise seen their own errors ; those er-^ 
rors which hurried them from the virtuous and peacer 
/ttl.Gour^e^. of constitutional reformation, into a frantic 
w.«ur agaidel the libe]:ties of their country and of n3at|>- 
kind: we must hope that visiting recollections since 
their retu^emeht; will have rendered titem incapable ^f 
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wer lending th^ir sames to a revival of the itale BtiS 
shameless imposture^ of mere official ceconomy for th« 
jMirpose of *' baffling'* that reform whteb can alone re- 
dress the grievances of a much and long suffering na* 
tion : we mast hope they will not repeat the insulting 
trashy of the security, the perpetual operation, the ^ch 
Uliti/, the eternity, and the impombtlity of failure in 
a n»ere regulation of those offices which are the 
pipes that empty the exchequer, while the pipes tha^ 
(empty the Dockets of the people into that ever-^yawning 
gulf,are left to ran with a perpetually increasing stream) 
I have intentionally called by name upon Earl Spen'^ 
eefi Lord Grenmlle, and Mr. Windham, because the 
nation has had cause to mark in these ex-ministers, a 
long course of ardent and active hostility to the con* 
iTiTUTioN ; an hostility which has in no small degreci 
if they in council were of any weighty brought our 
eountry into its present situation. The people of Eng* 
land have a strong claim to know from these persons^ 
apparently dei^irous of returning to official situations, 
if they have '* turned them from their evil way.*'* Dp 
they, ol: do any of them, deny that representation, 
as in this worls explained, is the constitution f If 
on this qu)?&tion they are willing to enter the lists, thera 
will be no want of combatants. 

< Although a child in prowess to that' champion who^ 
against the monster despotism, once took'up the '^ de« 
fence of the people of England f 3 yet, putting on " the 
«rmc>ur of Albion,** d which) in a political vie!w, is *^ the 
«rmour of iight,'^ 4 even I, the humblest knight in the 
service of that peerless English princess, sweet Liberty^i 
hesitate not to throw down the gauntlet; and to pro- 
claim through the regions of chivalry, that my mistress 
is the most fair, most chaste, most iovdy of all tb^ 
princely daughters of Europe; and that her proper> 
. characteristic attire, atid which alone can display heir 
heavenly form to advantage; or preserve her cnarms to 
immortality, is the transparent robe of repreaentatioffy 
whicb, playfully as it flows, changes its vivid hues, a| 
changes the ever-varying face of heaves. If t|)e valo- 

Ik Stop. ft$, H. £ Mltchfi. 8 Tricteat, S% 4 Horn. IS, li. 
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jmi4 JVinHam «a4 his companions, or any other dith 
.courteous Jl^oi^hts^ dare gainsay what I advance, let 
them oome on» spear in hand. Whether the adverse 
knights shall be three^ or three hundred^ or three thou* 
ftaiid^ is matter of indifference. If truth be on my sidcj 
my aptagoni^ts must be overthrown. But^ all gaiety 
jipart^ I am seriously of opinion^ my Lord^ that, after 
the part the^e statesmen so lon;^ acted^ when colleagues 
pf Mr. Pitt^ and Lord Melville,, it is not enough that 
ihev should coolly become candidates agajn for power, 
without explanation f but that they owe it to their poun- 
.try^ as gendemen^ as men qf honour and probity^ in 
this awful crisis of her affairs^ explicitly to declare 
thi&aiselv^s on this great question, on which her very 
existence depends. 

What imports it indeed that the expenditure of of- 
fice be accodnt^d for to a farthing, .if that expenditure 
anay be just what it shall please a faction, who do not 
-^esure that it should be a farthing less than can be 
<extorted from the people by such a financier as Mi*. 
Pittf ' What imports it that the ofBces should be as 
pure as tsnow, if parliament should be as corrupt as 
putrid carrion?^ What imports it that the scratches of 
private peculation, and the petty wounds of official 
abuse, be ever so oft bound up by such plastering .re* 
forms as Mr Burke's^ if kings and ministers are lo be 
-under no constiti^ional controul, but may when they 
please tear open the bleeding arteries of war and pro* 
fusion? 2 What combination of sttch reforms could 
have prevented^either of the two destructive and trea- 
sure-wasting wars of the present reign, which have 
Jbeen waged against the constitution, and the liberties, 
and the purses of the nation • v 

Had we wanted proof of the mockery of reforming 

the offices with a view to ceconomy while parliament 

•remains unreformed, we have it in the Athpll job ; 

-which, for its rapkness, and for the indecency of Iwring- 

ing it forward at the momi^nt the - whole nation was 

> l;Seep.i63 wAVLv.Burk^s Thoughts qja the €att«2 of tli«|>f«» 
sent discontents, p. 57. 1770. 
2 See his speech on aiipooosiy, p^ 90. 1760* 
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complainio^ of the waste of public money, and itf har* 
ing been driven through both houses of parliament as it 
were in defiance of public opinion^ while its author was 
under impeachment for other jobs, exceeds every thing 
we could have imagined possible, even to the effron- 
tery of a Mehille or the audacity of a Pitt. Parlia- 
ment indeed, imposed on by the factions, having pas* 
sed a statute in favour of the grant applied for, that 
statute must now be treated with respect ; but we may 
still complain of its injustice, and pray its repeal. Nor 
are we precluded from noticing the conduct of indivi- 
duals, or of factions concerned in obtaining the law. 
From the best sources of information, we are warran- 
ted in believing it to be a fact, that the Atholl rights in 
the Isle of Man were sold to the public, and fully paid 
for *' on or before Ist. June 1765," at which time the 
sum of /.70,000 was given for the same. It is so stated 
in 5th. Geo: III. c. 26. being " An act for carrying in- 
*' to execution a CONTRACT made, pursuant to the 
♦^ act of parliament of the 12th. of his late majesty 
" George the first,i between the commissioners of his 
^ Majesty's treasury and. the Duke and Dutchess of 
^ AtnoH the proprietors of the isle of Man, and their 
*' trustees, for the purchase of the said Island and its 
" dependencies, under certain exceptions therein par- 
^* ticularly mentioned,'' Those exceptions in favour 
of the AthoU family are the patronage of two bishop- 
pricks, and of every ecclesiastical benefice or promo- 
tion ; all manorial ri^hu, and rights of soil, and private 
property of every kind, expressed in a very long and 
particular enumeration ; the same to be holden of the^ 
king by honorary service, of rendering two falcons af 
every coronation, and a yearly rent of /.lOl. 15. 11. 

Here then is a *^ contract," into which the fami- 
ly certainly were not hurried, nor by the terms of which 
were taken by surprize, for they had it seems, delibe- 
rated for /or^y years, that is, from 1725, to 1765, bis- 
fore they finally contracted; which then was done with 
the most precise enumeration of particulars, calculated 
to a penny, ratified by an aot of parliament, and now 

I Chap. 38^ passed in tYSA. 



Digitized by 



Google 



125 

tf forty years standisg. If such an iigreement is not 
to be conclusive and bindings what is? It certainly 
bas not been ^ny, compUment to the purity and indepen- 
dence of parliament, that the family have at various 
periods attempted to obtain by court favour, a farther 
sum of money for what was so sold, and so paid for. 
Never however before t^e ministry .of ,Mr. Pitt as it 
should seem, was the purity and independence of par-" 
Uament in this particular put to the test} Cor every privy * 
council, every prime minister, and everyarown lawyer, 
to whom application or reference bad b^eo made, on 
Uie pretence of a claim to a farther ^emianeration, had 
without exception rejected, such ckim as wholly} void 
of foundation, from the iidminisitration of Mr. Grm^ 
ville down to that of Mr. Jddington inclusiver . 

But whatsignifies a receipt in fiiU of aU.deniaii()s of 
forty years standing? Wh^t signifies an act of parlia- 
inent in ratification and evidence of a contract? What 
signifies the uniform decisions of privpr councij^^yer 
ilince the first sale and payment ^oupoed on the opi- 
nions of all the law officers, chief juatices and.chw<::eU 
lors that had eyer been consultaol^ in the. eyes^^of -t^^at 
^irtpons oeconomist of the public trec^qre, Mr. PUt^ 
when a scotch friend of Lord Melville asks for a Alius-' ' 
dred tkoumnd Englisi guineuKt and' when the grant 
has the recommendation in form of tieif nojble Lord; 
of Mr. WiUiam Dundas, and two or thi^ee others, forin*' 
mg a committee of privy, copneil ! ! i 3 , . , . < 

In the delate on this extraordinary measure^ Lqrd 
Sidmouthf speaking of the memorial . pcesept^ 9iirh(e» 
he was at the head of the treasury,, .said the la|vo<|icer9 
reported that they saw no grounds in. i)Ppp0rt,^.the 
claim, and that in this report the privy ^ounpil f^opQUr- 
red. " Such," says he '' was the siluation ;pf things 
'^ wben^cAan^e of administraiion took place. After 
f^ that change, the former resolution of the privv ooun- 
f' cil was altered, and a new . one substituted in its 
" room, admitting the claims of the noble duke. 4^ .be 
H founded i» justice." Lord Mevibor^ngji^ .^hvef ju^ 

1 The annuity would sell for that sum. '. ' . 

2 See Morning Chron. 15 Julyi 1805/ ~ * 
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tice of the king*i beftcb, said, ''my lords, ttevejr'did t 
^ witnesft a job come" into parliament m a way inore 
** gross and palpable thati toe pFe$ent* In a few day^i* 
'^ parMament will disFperse, and I hope we shall not re^ 
*9 turn to our horned with, the stigma of havidj? passedl 
'' suth a bill ad that now before us; that we^*haH noft 
'' thus pat an efrd to^a s^ssron, during whieh less o^ 
*^ storious liild more of ingrorious thlngshave been Jex^ 
" hibieed to rtie worfdy thah during dny former session 
'' within the memorv^f man; Let us* not, at a moment^ 
*' like this/ wh^n- all Classes of the peoplei are grcWnnf 
" down with taxes, add to their burthens by votfng\tf 
*^ boon to inendicant importunity. However criti-caF 
** may be the times: tioWev^ great may be otir dan* 
" gers, however hopeless the state ot oul* 'finances;' 
'' le* tfi nOt,'my Lords, like sark>rs, when the vessel is 
*" dMiig upoil'the rocks; abandon the sails, thrOv^ np 
^ih^' helm, and fail to plundering the chests. L^ usf 
*^'/tfthei»> ray Lords, by virtuous deeds, endeavour to 
** resi^tUhe stormy and to avcxt the vengeance, that- 
** seems ready to burst upon us. Let us, at any rattei 
*' for that is completely in- our power, return to* olir 
V. homes with: the itonsciousneiss and - the reputatioH' of 
^ handitmen. •■ ••- 1' • "• ■• /•'•ii.y 

\ <n For himself He would answer as a mhn and a ^A^ 
y" rieman, that he knew^notbing of the proceedings inf 
'^ the privy c6uncirw>tMd subject, after a certa-iri pe- 
" riod, when one of the^tt^portii. then on their loi^hip^a 
^•tfeibtewa^mad^ by the board ."i — ^'' He was^9 ig- 
^•^orant (t^f the motives they proceeded on as the most 
^^'p^i-Sfect'^trittger < could he; It bad' been thought by 
*♦ 'Soittel'inliWftnt t6 caH tbi«'Ujt6b; liewodid say, if tb^ 
^ hmi^'twM4v>prO«^eed witlt< the preci^tatic^- which 
^ si^^ih^^o^bci'tbreateiled) tfi'ey kould cotnmtt i^fs g^^ss 
^-'ii/itf di^rit^ejitl a/» aet iis^ ever mmhed^the worat of 
''•'R^j'/' 'A moment before he is called upon to con- 
^^seht ky HhM sti^e of thebiK in which itis his duty to 
^ ofAiose'ihe principle, if bethinks that wrong/a huge 
^•(bli^^<dlun)0 id put ima bi4» hands, so reeking from 
" the press, tha( it is with danger to bis health he can 
"hold it to read." 
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'' He again besought their Lordships to pursue thi« 
" harsh measure 09 further*. Hji would even beseech 
'' the friends of fti^ bill no*t to turn their lordships 
'^ aside from doing their parliamentary duty in the 
'^ gross manner now attempted. The people q^ this 
" country have' a moral seme, and can strongly Jeel un 
*^ indecent injury. ^ , . : . t'L 

To that moral feelings then> of the people, when 
Convened to seek redress of their grievances, let this 
f' bopQ ju^^mfindi^ant' importunUyJ' refused by so maijy 
cabiAet» tfTid l^rivy <Miuncilai,.;wd condemned by so ma- 
ny bk¥i;aiiilioriti«s„ib[ilt.r«qftip.i»^P(led by. Lord -Jfe&i//^ 
to Mr., fitt and by Hty^itt to pairlia^nent^ h^ sulijwt- 
ted!, a pairliame{itaQrgifii,9Qtreco|t)m^nd<?dj,^» fl'tf^P'^r 
stanced, and 90 timedj..o£.^,A9f>^''^ tho%s(iii^ guineas 
fo a friend- qf.iord Melville^ smy perhaps be,a» liul^ 
)p^lished aft the miniMwai, lam* f^fortyJtiou^and.jpounfL 
^Qder^a6,e^ceptionable.oiK€;uQ]9tance^ lo tbo^ frieui^' <jf 
Mr. Pitt, Boyd^,T}A Bet^ld. .It will np doubt ^^ex^ 
.somewhat; «irak)se tp an Engiish peop]e>-t^at/ Kt^A a 
mowy^i'Wi ofhoviiM^Mlh"^ recomwieudjiBg, ^haidd 
at -sifi^.a.u^Q^naept be $o.tiimpb respected by. a boipaje of 
ctenmrns:: BQCwili >it.ap^r:]^ss s^raogeA tb^tsueh it 

Ewi si^otigi«#tiDg, should be carried with , as bi^b a 
i»d hA tte b/9«iae<pf Ig^ds, Ha y^h^fk this k^rd of th^ 
iNoiItU had hk forty |wd*i«jiiuiHs pocke|+ What.co^- 
^lu9ic\ii!.CikQ be drawQ^ but |b9i|>. altbo^gh mt.of C% 
ministJcyi/iabd w#i* of U>/5, privy <wufiqil,. be \%n9fi Ww 
pov^er/ . TbiatWi^. oe«l9in}y knowv th^t.,tbe,.d^fJO|s^r^^ 
jofjtbe tefUh t<porf h^H^jaotxm any ^is^ di^^if^i^lvid ^i^ 
fhmir fi^r Mn< i??V/.. T<>AW|!;tb^; ^rttirhx;jlM)^;t»tp 
;^iUU^m^n:m^^,[m^ /^r^jgnAbi^ber;. MPk4::l^ M)^ 
power soeyferj^ey .:Wfi¥« joip^i togetb?r>. nppejijjpp^ 
wiUey^npuiv tbi9mi)]|^qpd0i;:;ahd'irb9i.tbei4r m^n 1^ 
be::tbeiiipre QQ(^f^m, itr'ift{t(i.b«iH>p^thaj^)^Ti^^)pi[]^ 
will eoergetioal^j^ pi^Mtion JQif.thejrepffal of tbeltwp,^^ 
ol.pArIi«um^ni> bj! whieb tb^ir >lHiQ.4f9/:eft9idjobf;bay^ 
i^ew aaacljipM^.AAd.an^ qC i^bichgcftat^i^it^^si^ ^^owr 
mfta ipdfimnity ; ^; than mh^n iUei Ich^w joby^\}§^\\ Jjfp 
iuJJy:Uiid(mU9Qd> the twQ.;CaOip^eri^ joa^. re^^^v^/^^i^ 
justice, iiv. i.r :• i .•..-. •. •:!. . . . ;-.■ ., 
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LETTER XXIII. 



My Lokd/ 



Tn pondering over a state ^f the nation, while thostJ 
prifmpks of government whkk on hu Majesty^ accession 
sprang m near the throne^ are stilt in full force and vi- 
gooT ; we must not be surprized that many, even lear* 
ned dignitaries of the church among the rest, hav^ 
sought to recommend themselves at court, by the stu- 
pid impiety of attempting to write down the eternal 
TfincipFes of liberty inculcated by the immortal Loeke. 
had indeed thought of naming some of these gentle- 
meti in a note ; but considering how many lawyers and 
others had also made speeches against those principles, 
and the constitution, and bow many also in this reign 
liad even drawn their swords in the cause of despotism, 
I desisted from my intention; for were I to make 
out a catalogue of all, this single note would be longer 
than the rest of my book. And when men by kutmkreds 
say and do those things as members of parliament, whick 
nt^n an inquest in a court of justice they would not say 
or do as wors,- nor in the transactions of private life- 
conld say or do »s gentlemen ; ^hen abuse and pillage 
*so inveterately pervade the executive offices, that ac- 
cording to Admiral Markham, oht third partofotit 
navy millions are swallowed by pe<!ttlation' ; when dis- 
Vipline is undermined by evil e«ampte, aiid energy bror 
ken down by corruption ; when fidelity gives place to 
a daring misapplication of public money, and oeconomy 
to an unexampled profusion whichi under a system so 
rotten is as unavoidable as it is deplorable; while de- 
tected delinquency, gross in its form, and infemous m 
its nature, finds, not an indignant prosecutor, but a 
conscience-stricken, servile protector, in a prime mim- 
ster ; shall the nation look on as an indifterent specta- 
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Td advert again to the state of the nation : when we 
look upon our national population^ our agriculture^ in* 
dustry^ art, and science ; when we take a view of our 
astonishing capacities for commerce ; when we think 
of our immense army, our resistless navy, and the wide- 
spread foreign dominions, teeming with wealth, depend 
dent upon our power, what seems wanting to prosperity, 
to greatness, and to glory ? But when on the reverse 
we behold a peace expenditure beyond the rental of the 
whole land ; when we cannot wage War without more 
than doubling that expence, when we feel hanging at 
the neck of bur industry, a mill-stone of between sue 
and seven hundred millions of pounds sterling in weight ; 
when we see the vulnerability of our trade and planta- 
tipns to a dextrous assailant ; wh^n we contemplate a 
vigilant and vindictive enemy, with a population of 
more than sixty millions for bis armies, and all the 
maritime means from the Baltic to the Adriatic for his 
navy ; and recollect the drain and dispersion of our 
military strength to keep our dependencies safe and 
subject ; while the militari/ branch of our constitution^ 
which is not only applicable to the perfect security of 
our own shores from even insult, but is the true basis 
also of an overflowing disposeable force for foreign ser- 
vices, is doubly betrayed ; that is, so far as left dormant, 
criminally neglected ; and so far as resorted to; criiwi- 
nally perverted : i and while at the same time the ma- 
rine of France is making its convalescent excursions 
across th^ Atlantic, as a healthful exercise and to re- 
cover its strength, keeping your whole navy on the 
alert ; and all her ports are preparing to pour at once 
upon you her numerous armies from a variety of points; 
surely, my Lord, we have cause for deep consideration ! 
Surely we are not in a condition for alienating, by a 
denial of right and the grossest tyranny, a single Mn- 
glish ^eart, or for relaxing, by injury and insult, a sin- 
gle English arm! Nor was this surely a moment for 
the rulers of the Iai|d to have exhibited thamselves to 

1 See England's ^gis: or the military energies of the empire. 
Published by PWflips. 
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an English people as a compacted faction in battle 
ktray, againtt the accusecsof a sl^te delinquent ; )vbil^ 
at filename time they ate emaeculating; and trampling 
on the constitution! 

> But with reference to tlie ^ate of the nation, as op^ 
posed to the ^(Ue of Franfi€, it seems prudent that w^ 
compare the capacities and talents of the two men wbQ, 
respef^tiv^Jy preside over those countries and direct 
their energies. Equally hypocritical^ intriguing, per* 
fidiood, aptd unfeeling^ an unprincipled ambition sways 
the soul of both ; a Nepolean and a Pitt equally pay to 
tbe cause of human freedom the homage of words^ and 
atab it in their deeds; one^ without impoverishing,, has 
beyond example aggrandized' and strengthened ; the 
other, without aggrandizing, has beyond exaipple imr 
poverished and weakened bis country.: 1 one, grasps 
file widest combinations of state policy, directing with 
success all means to <an individual end ; the other, has 
attempted such combinations, and miserably failed^ 
one, with all his vices and vanities, is the dread of Eur 
rope; the other, with all his pomp and importance, is 
her scorn : the one is no talker, but fills a throne with 
a silenf energy that is felt by every cabinet and ev^ry 
people; ^he other, although an able maker of speeches, 
IS wholly wanting in the deep.energies of a statesman^ 
and is. known in other cabinets and nations, but as a 
subsidizing financier, and as tbe author of misfortunes ; 
one is doubtless formed by nature to preside ovier a pow* 
erful nation whose government is .despotic ; the other 
is qualified to preside among commissioners for the af*- 
fairsof taxes, but npt in the councils of the king qf^ 
free people : one has great ability as a foreign negocif 
ator ; the talents of the other are for domestic intrigue 
and discord : the one. possess^s^ even to a comparison 
with a C^e^ar or an AUxandtr, the qualities of a war- 
rior ; the other makes acts of parliament to, turn militia 
men into desposeable soldiers, parish officers into re- 
cruiting Serjeants, and sonorous ^peeqh^s about such 

* 1 Strength and weakness We relative terms: in respect of Prance, 
ercry one must see how much by Mr. FitVi war, France has'beibil 
'Strengthened, and England weakeaed* 



Digitized by 



Google 



181 

diifigs ( but ^ for tb« nartiire of wte ti€ knows lioihiof 
•boat it, and as for the conduct of war^ be leaves thai 
lo Immjftr Dundau^ to a war ucrttmry^ or a Hcretaty. nk 
war, wbo sends bis disposeable soldiers to be oaptoredj 
or to be slain, or inglorionsly to perish, bj thousands 
And tens of thousandsi in such expeditions as those to 
Holland^ Qmbtfon, -and St. Domingo ; and wbo pur* 
chase mtsforcane and disgrace^ with tboee millions be 
bad wrung from wearied industry. 
' But if in real war he may not vie with the CorsiMHi 
iti the warfare of domestic faction be is second to nonei; 
After sttffi^rinff defeat at the hands of reformers, in two 
kard fought battles, and, from tfae cause of contest^ 
defeat with moral infamy, no leader but himself woaM 
Ik^n have faced a victorious enemy ; but, true to hie 
Wicked trust, and in a cause congenial with the temper 
of his soul, this chosen leader of the fmction behind th$ 
thh)ne, and the faction of the borougM, shewed himself 
Worthy of the choosers, worthy of the cause, for wbedl 
imd for which he fought. Although forced io his ia> 
trenchments, and twice rooted, twice he rallied and 
fetnrned to the charge, while his too careless conquer^' 
Ors thooght him snbdaed, snatching op, and waving 
Mgb, the black banner of corruption, and crying to his 
myrmidons ' victory, or fatal reform,' with a victory he 
elosed the parliamentary campaign : nor was he content 
With a victory without spoil : on the Isle of Man he 
proudly erected his tropbv. But will the natioa suffeff 
t^ its reproach, this trophy to stand ? Does it meaa 
for the last time and for ever to bow its neck, and pass 
Under the rotten borough yoke ? Is it content to be led 
in triumph at the chariot wheels of a captain of Cete^ 
yelii> 1 wbo ought himself to be led to the bar of nati»- 
OMil justice, as an impeached colprit f 

As a Middlesex freeholder, I ask these qi»8tions of 
Ae Duke of Bedford! I ask them of the Dukes of 

1 ^ The CateftlH, or Banditti, \f ho wandered cfvet "Eutttpt^ nfl^ 
** ofiered their 9f^ord» to Chtt highest bidder, introduted the idea 
^ that war might be oonsidertfd as fi trade.'' Stewm-t's Vie# of 
Society in Europe, p. 128. ^ 

1% 
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Norfolk, of Devon, of Northumberland ! I ask them of 
Lord Dundas, and of every other freeholder who called, 
or who attended, pur last county meeting ! And as a 
native of Englunii, I ask the same questions of every 
Englishman who is not content to read, that his coun-* 
try ONCE bred men who were renovators of a decayed 
constitution, and restorers of perishing liberties ; and 
who desires to shew, that th^ race is not extinct ! Has 
the political empiric, who has so abundantly poured out 
calamity and dishonour on the nation and its govern** 
ment, some Circean enchantment, to strike us dumbi 
and to bereave us of our reason ? Has the juggler some 
all-quietine; opiate, to tame us into the passiveness of 
cattle ? Has he indeed some potent drug to transform 
US into a '^swiniish multitude," to lie groveling in our 
8ty, or to be driven, or to be sold, or butchered, for the 
profit of the base factions he serves i 

When the cause of freedom requires, there is, my 
Lord, a Runnimead in every county. Let Englishmen, 
then, shake off their indolence, and thither repair! 
Let them tell the factions, they are not yet deprived of 
reason ; they are not yet become their cattle, or their 
swine; But, dropping all metaphorj if we would not 
be conscious of basely deserting the duty we owe our 
countrVi of giving a national sanction to the most 
wicked usurpation of our legislative rights, and tamely 
submitting to the most profligate abuse of power that 
ever insulted our feelings, we shall not be capable of 
suffering a whole autumn to pass away, without exerci* 
sing our constitutional rights of assembling, addressing, 
petitioning, and remonstrating, for a substantial reform 
in our representation, and for a complete change of mi- 
oiisters. The Ishmael of our unhappy land has too long 
had his hand against every man's liberty, and against 
'^very man's property : it is time that every man's hand 
was against his continuance in power. For changing 
a ministry while the enemy was at the gate, be himself 
has set us the example. A change from bad to worse 
certainly wanted apology; but now to change from bad 
to better, affords a prospect of changing from danger to 
security, from war to peace, from ruin to prosperity;^ 
but at all events it must be a change from ^' a disgraced 
ministry," to one of faijc^reputation. 
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LETTER XXIV- 



My Lord, 

XT is now universally felt that ''this nation, with th« 
" best capacities for grandeur and happiness of any on 
*' the face of the earth;" (p. 21,) and furnished as she 
richly is with political sinews, latent energies, and in- 
nate courage, yet labours under some morbid aifectioa 
by which her health is undermined and her strength 
paralysed. At home she is feverish, restless, and sple- 
netic; abroad, she moves not in her wonted majesty, 
with vigour and authority. Her constitution impaired, 
a bad habit of the body politic has ensued : tumours 
have appeared, and quack plaisters have been applied ; 
many call for more such quackery ; while other bab« 
biers say, give us a oew ministry ; but mix it up so as to 
include the ability of all parties i Would to heaven 
we could see an end to folly and to faction ? What ! 
a mixed ministry, a hotch-potch of contraries ! Ho« 
nour and dishonour, patriotism and perfidy to be mixed 
together in the same cabinet ! Whether in such a pro- , 
pbsai there be more contempt of public feeling and opi- 
nion, more political depravity, or more want of sense^ 
let others decide. 

When a state is descending with rapidity from the 
heights of freedom, power, and glory, the drag^chaici 
of a parliamentary opposition is rightly applied,; but 
when attempting to recover the lost elevation, to reclim|> 
the steep ascent, to regain by painful effort the moun*- 
tain^s top, what man in his right mind would then clap 
on the drag-chain of a cabinet opposition ? What ho»- 
hest man would then clog the political wheels wittji 
anti-constitutional doctrines, apostacy, and treachery f 
What man of sense will give his voice for a mixed mi- 
nistry^ in which he cannot know whether the good ot 
the evil shall preponderate i What mw whojrespec^ 
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the constitution^ desires to see again in power tliose 
who, during Mr.. Pitfs most unconstitutional career^ 
and bis highest flights of despotism, were his colleagues 
and not reluctant coadjutors f Do such men again 
aspire to high offices in the state ? Let them inform 
the people of their new claims to confidence^ before 
they receive a popular suffrage i in their favour! For 
past wrongs the people are easily appeased/ when they 
nave good grounds for expecting better treatment in 
future. 

But the very idea of benefit from a good miiiistry;^ 
while the people have no representation in parliament, 
j^ folly and madness ; for leave the commons bouse of 

J|arliaipent and the public purse in the hands of the 
action behind the throne, and t\i^faction of the boroughs, 
Df)ta ministry of arch*angels could, under such circum- 
stancesj save the stat^, unless indeed there sat on the 
throne^ an intelligent and detern^ined reformer. But 
iItl)opgh^.had we an honest minister, as well as ati ho-» 
sest reforiping )ving, they alone (because sure of th0 
people,) would soon compel the factions to swallow the 
pill of refprmiition ; it will not at present become the 
good sense of the people, to contend esccluaively for 
that> which without an accompaniment of i|ior(? po-> 
tiency tha? itself^ can do them no good. I do not mean^i 
ipy Lord, to discourage the idea of contending for ii 
change of i^inistry : far from it : quite the contrary ; 
that no man more than myself desires such a change^ 
my book in every page bears witness ; but then [desire 
we may not stew ourselves contemptibly ignorant, nor 
4o pur work by baive9» A canstitptional ipiaistry, and 
a constitutional representation, are both necessary to us^ 
we c^qnpt dispense with either ; but if we get the mi-k 
lUfitry^ it C£^nnot, unassisted by the people, get us the 
xepres?nt<ition ; whereas, if we get tbe represeDtatipHA 
we are sure it will get us the ministry ; be^ides^ wbicU 
of the two is most important we «ee a)«ain tbis^ thafe 
a^nstitution^ representation is only another phri^e for 
nati9n^l lihrfy ; whereas^ tbere ia no gucb Yelationshipi 
b^tw^ep liberty an<^ the best of ipainistrieft. These ap*^ 
pear, to ro^ s|ound reasons why the people ought strenu^ 
ously to wftt^nd f9i: both objects at wcq j end TWfc 
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Ibobe le, AS BT so ^oisro eitrbr ov trbm, indtti* 

mJALLY COM8IDEK£D> WIXL BE SOONER OBTAINED^ 

It ought not, methinks, to recomiBTOd this factioos, 
or at best foolish cant, against combining our efforts 
for a new ministry, with efforts for the still greater 
good, that it is precisely the cant which unfortunately 
prevaUed against more OMwily reasoning in 1784, when 
the voice o^ the people raised to power the pledged 
ohampiofl of the caus^^that very minister who first be-^ 
trayed, and has since unceasingly laboured to enslave 
tben».. 

On the natiof/s owo condnct, in the meetings of the 
people at this crisis, will doubtless depend the treatment 
it will receive. The people, guided by the constitu- 
TioH, will know how to respect, and how to be respect- 
ed. To be attended to,, they must pay attention to the 
sicaation of their country ; and tbey must not be con* 
tented with thinlcing as others think, but they must 
follow good examples and act as others act^ they must 
petition ; they must address, fop the petitioners and ad- 
dressers can be numbered, but the mere thinkers, the 
domb and inactive hopers cannot. In reasoning with any 
branch of the legislature on grievances that are felt, 
on rigb«B tbsrt cannot be denied, and on the sacred and 
paramoont dtitie» of justice, in language at once tem- 
perate and respectful, dignified and firm, they have 
nothing to^fear, hot every thing to expect; nothing to 
kse, botevery thing to gain. Tyranny, whether iac. 
tious pT nwnisterial, is a coward and a bully. A divi* 
dedand supine nation it insolently tramples on; but 
union and energy fill it with terror and dismay. Surely 
then every^ wise and good man will prottiote such meet^ 
ings^ and assist in such proceedings ! 

On^e nations' own conduct, I repeat it, will whol- 
ly depend the treatment it will receive. Its grievances 
will be continued or redressed, as its conduct shall b^ 
weak or wise, supine or energetic. If it like not slavevj- 
it .must crumble to dust the instruments of arbtt^ry 
power. If it relish not be^ary and ofJpression, it 
most scatter to the wind^ the very elements of d^por- 
ism : and this can only be done through the mefdi^a^ 
^a^conitittttionsd l^epres^tation; and SMch » ropi^ 
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sentatioQ can only be faad^ tbmngh the mediam of 
conUitntional meetings of the people in their tdwns^ 
cities, and counties, from one end of the kingdom to 
the other. 

But there are your mole-ejed politicians^by whose optic 
powers ereat objects are immeasurable, and who can 
contemplate but one small one at a time ; these politi- 
cians say, let us contend for the constitutional ministry 
first ; let us have them in power, and then from their 
wisdom and their puritjr, every thin^ may be hoped. 
Yes, to be sure, their wisdom and their purity, would 
be mighty recommendations to the factions, who are in 
possession of the citadel of the state ! Let me tell these 
under-ground gentlemen, who seem to think their ene- 
mies see no farther than themselves, that even such 
wisdom as would have kept America at the side of 
England, and placed them together in peace and glory, 
at the head of the civilized world, in the eye of grove- 
ling faction seemed foolishness; and such wisdom as 
wodld have warded off from the French revolution, its 
misfortunes and its crimes, and out of its fermentation, 
have extracted a balm to have healed the bruibes of 
Europe, by the swinish taste of those grovellers, was 
rejected as gall, and wormwood ; and as ior purity, send 
it if you please to the stews and the brothels, to'preacl| 
repentance: among the woe-worn victims of an amiable 
passion, it may iii^d converts ; but the iron heart of 
avarice is stealed against relentings : in the seared con- 
science of the political prostitute, the purity of constitu- 
tional principle has no power of exciting a virtuous 
feeling ; not even can the electricity of heavenly elo- 
quence, rouse to one generous vibration t\^e ci^llous 
nerve of base servility ! What ! have we no recollection ? 
Has any whig minister, during the last five andfforty 
years who retained his principles, preserved his place i 
Have virtue and purity raised any man to power, unless 
to be duped and betrayed f 

Those childish imaginations with which it is in vain 
to reason, we must catch if we can with parables and 
similitudes. Were a man pf war's hull worm-eaten to 
a boney-cpmb, and the ingushing pf the waters only 
preyented by a &audful plai^ering of pitch, and by 
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IceepiDg Uie ship in sinobth urater^ would yoa enable 
that ship to circumnavigate the globe^ encountering the 
fury of elements and the onset of enemies^ by giving 
her a new set of officers without a repaired bottom 9 Or^ 
had a sound ship fallen into the nands of pirates, to 
what end send her your best pilots I Would the pilots 
coniroul the crew, or the crew controul the pilots ? 
And unless they themselves became pirates like the 
rest, would they not be again set on shore, or put in 
irons, or cast overboard ? — ^No, no : We must cease 
the folly of sitting' down with folded arms, and praying 
to Jupiter to get our cart out of the mire ; but every 
man put his shoulder to the wheel, or pull before, or 
push behind ; and then we shall succeed. 

Too long has the body of the English nation been 
criminally passive, as to the bands in which the go* 
vernment of their country shall be placed. Too long 
has this much injured nation resembled a fertile plain^ 
the subject of perpetual contest between Tartar tribes : 
Too long have alternate factions dealt out among them-i 
selves and partisans, the offices apd , the wealth of the 
state, as the successful Tartars divide the fruits,. and 
lu^ur^aot pasturage for which they draw the sword; 
It 19 time the nation, taught by its sufferings, became 
more ratioi^al, and exerted a better spirit, than thus to 
be preyed upon. Tis time it taught the proud sons of 
misused wealth, tis not a weight of rotten boroughs, but 
of solid personal at^d coijn^tfil^pnal virtues, must be put 
Into the scale of tbeijr pretensions, if their object be 
power; and that seats of Ijsgislation for England are to 
be obtained, — not by the merits of polished stones in 
park walls, of painted posts in a meadozv, or of toftsteads 
at the bottom of the sea, but by knowledge, diligence in 
public business, and patriot virtue. 

More than forty years long have we miserably wan- 
dered in the wilderness of faction and oppression, and 
if we mean toenter the promised landof theconstitutiooy 
and to possess it, shall our Joshua, and a few c^tains 
alone^go to the battle, to be given into the handd of the 
enemy i Nay ; let the people pass with therl^ over 
Jordan, and then shall Ibint the hearts of these Cana''- 
amies, these sacrificers of their own posterity to<Jfa/7i^ 
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MH and Mohck'f Tben shall tbereremaioiMi more 
eoorage in these usurpers of our rights, these ktraders 
of our liberties! 

, When we read of caoibais who eat alike their crttle, 
#r their captives, or of the ancient Canaanite$, who sa^ 
srificed their sons and daughters^ imto devils, the mind 
revolts' with disgastandhorrcir; bat trifling in fact has 
been . the destruction of oar species bjr such means^ 
compared with that, by the carnage of war ! What tfaect 
is miffuU war, with all its voracious harpies, but aggra^ 
irated canibalisas, in which wicked, men, rnstead of 
eating their prisoners, devour their countrymen i inr 
stead of giving to superstition a few individual victims^ 
sacrifice to ^varice and ambition, their own children, 
their kindred, their countrymen by hundreds of faeca- 
•tooibB, by tens of thousands, and hundreds of thousands! 
Agaiost the voracious borough harpies of our own 
eountrv, and against the NortkittSy the Pittites, the 
Mtioiflkti, and all the ikfammoiHVes, those canibals of 
oar own. disastrous day, let then our disgust and indig- 
naticw be turned ! From the borough harpies we have 
lately heard much of '^ the k>ng and faithful services" 
of a certain {>erBon now under a cloud, meaaing L sup* 
pose his services to them ; -fcnr he had his ^ full share* 
in Lord North's war, as well as in Mr. Pitt's war. 



LETTER XXV- 



Mt Loan, 

Jj^S the court and borough LbgioKj like that which 
once possessed the swine, mav truly say, we are »i«it^ 
ipany ( know will be offended at what L say ; but it is 
because they ar^ many, it is the ipore n^edtnl to spei^^ 
h^t Engliu$d but listen, the unclean spirits may rave ! 
Let my country but raise its awfat voicej, they wiU be 
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Mst ont.That voicei in itei very wbisp^riDgs, has tkreaAt 
struck torment and terror to the Leoion^s inmost souk 
Not the factions' collected force, not all its tactics anA 
artillery, not the voice of its charmei-| nor the woikder 
working operaMofls of his secret service enchantn^euts; 
could save it from the calamiiy of two signal defeats, ior 
which it was covered with n^unds and with infamy. 
Peeply strickeo,let the vict6rs but follow up their blow^ 
It shall no more rally. Crest-faMeui and smitten witb 
a panic terror, the faction shall no where be more able 
to face the *' county pomer" Mt on by patriot leaders; 
than Lord CastUreagh has bc^en able* to face tkhem iif 
J)ownshir€. Let the counties then continue to assem-> 
ble, and no respite be allowed the foe UBtiljn surrender 
at discretion lay the whole Lbqion, at the feet of their 
iujured country ! and until the most evil of all the evil 
spirits shall not dare to offer other counsel to him, ift 
whom resides flie nation's' executive majesty, than te> 
put £rom him/' a disgraud mmktry';'* nor an English- 
man shall be found at ORce so depraved andso darings* 
as to bold up an unclean hand against washing awajp 
the defilement of parliamentary corruption, and saving 
his country by means of ▲ siTBSTANTtAL asPBfiSBN'^ 

TAT10>i OF THE PBOPLE, IN THE COMMONS HOUSE OF 
PAHUikMENT, Alio PABMAMBNTS OF CONSTITU*^ 
TIONA)* nUBAI^ION, 

Perhaps^ my Lord, before closing my arguments) in 
favour of such a reform, I cannot do better than bring 
together three very eminent men, meaning Ooctqf 
^fa«A/9», Lord ChathQmy,9isy^ Mr. Burke. Tbcvefie* 
Table philosopher, ^' to whose ability and persevering 
'' virtue, the .dmerican states are principally indebted 
^' for their political salvation^^i says as follows ; 

1 WymWt ^Qlxt.f^ja. 363. Where thqE^itor alsp mp^ " Bat^|hW 
^< as I esteem the wisdom of yoi^r opinioo fuid advice, I (liace a stiU 
^- higher value on that philanthropy, which has iaduced yo« ^ 
^ bestow so mneh attentioo oi| this snbjeet, m the iaidn of jQur 
^ many urgeat avQcatioas, when jasft o« the point ^ l«anriog I>m)pe 
^ tQT^ura tQ 4imrka, I coriisider this iwt only «» a murk oijqw 
*^ ^^neral l^eoffTQlejice, but as a proof th^t ya^r peculiar goQd»wiU 
*< to Efi^landy lately our common country, has neither been dininir 
^ shed by an^ personal disgust, nor impaired by the hosti&tiesof an 
'f ' iuikmfff^ ^nrjl. was.'* 
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\. ^^ No man or body of men in any nation^ catf 
'' have a just right to any privilege or franchise not 
^ common to the rest of the nation, ivithout having 
^ done the nation some service equivalent, for which 
'* the franchise or privilege was the recompence or 
** consideration. 

2. *' No man or body of men, can be iustly deprived 
" of a common right, but for some equivalent offence, 
*^ or injury done to the society, in which he enjoyed 
^ such right. 

3. *' If a number of men are unjustly deprived of a 
^ common right, and the same is given in addition to 
^ the common right of another number, who have not 
'' merited such addition, the injustice is double. 

4. *' Few, if any of the boroughs in England, ever 
^ performed any such particular service to the nation, 
^ entitling them to what they now claim as a privilege 
•* inelebdons. 

' 5. " Oi;iginally in England, when the king issued 
i' his writs, calling upon counties, cities, and boroughS| 
^ to depute persons whg should meet him in a parlja- 
** ment, the intention was to obtain by that mean^ 
^ more perfect information of the general state of the 
^ kingdom, its faculties,strength, and disposition, toge« 
f^ ther with the advice their accumulated wisdom might 
<' afford him, in such arduous affairs of the realm, as he 
^ had to propose : and he might reasonably hope^ 
^ that measures approved by the deputies in such an 
^* assembly, woula on their return home, be by them 
^ well explained, and rendered agreeable to their con** 
'* stituents and the nation in general. 

6. ** At that time being sent to parliament, was not 
f* considered as being put into the way of preferment or 
<* increase of fortune ; therefore no oribe was given to 
<' obtain the appointment. The deputies were to b^ 
^ paid wages by their constituents ; therefore, they 
'* being obliged to send and pay, was considered rather 
'^ as a duty than as a privilege. At this day in New 
•* England, many towns who may and ought to send 
<' members to the assembly, sometimes neglect to do it; 
*' they are then summoned to answer for their negleqt, 
^ and fined if they cannot give a good excuse; such as 
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^ some common misfortune^ or some extraordinary? 
^' public expence^ which disabled them from affording 
'' conveniently the necessary wages : and the wage$ 
f' allowed being barely safiicient to defray the deputy's 
'^ expence^ no solicitations are used to be chosen. 

7. '* la England, as soon as the being sent to parlia« 
'' menty was found to be a step towards acquiring both 
*^ honour and fortune^ solicitations were practised^ and, 
'f when they were insuiBcient, money was given. Both 
*' the ambitious and the avaricious became candidates. 
** But to solicit the 'poor labourer for his vote, being 
'' humiliating to the proud man^ and to pay for it hurt* 
^ ing the lover of money, they, when they met, joined 
'' in an actl to diminish both those inconveniences by 
" depriving the poor of the right of voting, which cer* 
*' tainly they were not impowered to do by the Elec- 
** tors, their constitutents, the majority of whom were 
*' probably people of little property. The act was 
'' therefore not only unjust but vaid^ These lower peo- 
'' pie were immediately afterwards oppressed by another 
** act,3 empowering the justices to fix the hire of day 
*' labourers, and their hours of work, and to send them 
" to the house of correction, if they refused to work for 
'' such hire ; which was deposing them from their con- 
'' diiion of free men, and making them literally slaves, 

8. ^' But this was taking from many freemen a com-- 
'* mon right, and confining it to a. few. To give it back 
** again to tlie many is a different operation. Of this 
** the few have no just cause to complain, because they 
'^ still retain the common right they always had, and 
^' they lose only .the exclusive additional power, which 
'' they ought never to have had. And if they used it 
'' when they had it, as a means of obtaining money, 
^' they should in justice* were it practicable, be obliged 
V to refund, and such money be distributed among 
• 
1 8. Hfen. vi. c. 7- 

3 8. Hen. vi. c. 8. being the very next statute : but the reference 
. Is not quite correct; for two years before, a similar act had passe(l, 
namely, 6.' Hen. vi. c. 3. but probably it was to continue in force 
only until tlie next meeting of parliament, which was in the 8th 
yearof the king, when it was confirmed, ^ut statutes foi: regulating 
wages are older than that reigp. 
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^ thole who had been so uiijustlj deprived of a ri^ht of 
'f voiiogf or forfeited to the pablic. 

9. <^ Corporations therefore or boroughs, who from. 
'' being originally called to send deputies to parliament, 
*' where it was considered merely as a duty and not as 
" a particular privilege, and therefore was never pur- 
'^ chased by any equivalent services to the public, con* 
^ Jinue to send now that by a change of times it affords 
*f them profit in bribes, or emoluments of various kind9> 
'' have in reality no right to such advantages, which' 
'' are besides in effect prejudical to the nation, some of 
*' those who buy, thinking they may also sell. 

lO. '' They should therefore in justice be immediately 
'' deprived of such pretended right, and reduced to the 
'/ condition of common freemen. 

11. '^ But they are perhaps too strong and their 
^' interest too weighty to permit such justice to be done. 
'f And a regard for public good in those people in- 
V fluencing a voluntary resignation is not to be ex- 
" pected. 

12. ^' If that be the case it may be necessary to sub- 
«' mit to the power of present circumstances, passions^ 
<' and prejudices, and purchase, since we can do no 
'/ better, their consent; as men, when they cannot 
*« otherwise recover property unjustly detained fromf 
" them, advertise a reward to whoever will restore it, 
*' promising that no questions shall be asked .'^ 

" Passy, June l6th. 1785." 

Whether the Borough faction be, or be not, at 
thi^ time <' too strong' for the nation, that is, whether 
Ihe nation be or be not, brought to its senses by the two 
hindrid and sixteen and the troo hundred and ttoenty 
ninCf is now the sole question necessary to be decided. 
While the faction was ^' too strong" we know that it 
would not even SELL a single borough, but rejected, 
by a vote of two hundred and^forty eight against one 
hundred and seventy four, tA purchasing project of 
** the first financier in the world,' when be ^ rose with. 
^' hopes infinitely more sanguine than he ever felt be* 
** fore, and with hopeg which he conceived to be ra^ 
'' tionally ^oA solidly founded, to propose and to re^ 
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^ covmetd tofhe boose U|e establish meat of- a j^ntit 
^' for the purpose of purchasing the. franchise of such 
'* boroughs as' might be induced to accept^ it/'i 

When robbers> " tooMrong*' for us sei2se us> while 
asleep aad rifle our house, we of course subnait; aud 
are even glad to get back the stolen goods by '' adver- 
'^ tising a reward;'' but wbeii the hue and cry has^been 
raised, and the robbers with their booty are surrounded, 
we do not then "purchase" of theh a restitution of 
our property. 

^ow, what sa^s Lord Chatham i The present Earl 
of Buchan having asked his lordship < — '^But^ Sir 
'' what will become of poor England, that doats on 
'^ the imperfections of her pretended constitution?" 
He replied^ ' my dear Lord, the gout will dispose of 
' me soon enough to prevent me from feeling the con* 
' sequences of this infatuation : but before the end of 
' this century either the parliament will reform itself 
* from within, or be reformed with a vengeance from 
' without."2 

Mr. Burke^s emphatic words are as follow : *^ Early 
f' reformations are amicable arrangements with a friend 
'' in power; late reformations are terms imposed up* 
" on a conquered enemy: early reformations are made 
'^ in cool blood; late reformations are made under a 
" state of inflamation. In that state of things the 
^' people behold in governmeni; nothing that is respec* 
'' table. They see the abuse, and they will see nothing 
f* else — ^they fall into the temper of a furious populace 
'' provoked at the disorder of a hotise of ill fai^e^i 
" they never . attempt to correct or regulate, they go 
" to work by the shortest way — they abate the nui* 
^ sance, they pull down the bouse."3 — Let us, my 
liord, pull down the faction, that the house may standi 

The public, my Lord, while reading this address^ 
may ask — ' But is not the duke of Becyford a Borough 

1 TTywTT^ Political pa. 11. 372, S8d. 

S Essay on the lives and writings of Fletcher and I'hompsdn; by 
tlie Earl of Buchan, 215. 

3 Sj^edi, Feb. 11, 1780. On presenting « plaa for ^ better 
fecurity of the independein;* of parliament* 
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* prtipnetor or patron ? Does the author make no dis- 

* tinction f Are all equally a faction ? All in equal 
'' enmity to virtue and their country ?' No : those 
among the possessors of such property or patronage 
( and the duke of Bedford'is not the only one) who are 
nevertheless parliamentary reformers, are of the highest 
order of patriots. It is by quoting such instances we 
prove the aee in which we live to have no small share 
of public virtue ; for small is the virtue where there is 
no sacrifice. By holding up to a nation's imitation 
such examples, public virtue is increased and diffused : 
and when our cause has strenuous supporters in persons 
of high rank, of a deep interest in the preservation of 
property, ordeo and institutions; of examplary morals^ 
of useful lives, of sober minds and superior under* 
standings, of a deep acquaintance with the constitution * 
and of Hereditary English virtue ; and whose closest 
intimacies and friendships lie amongst men distinguish. 
ed for a love of liberty, as well as for political expe- 
rience and wisdom; surely we shew that Reformati- 
on IS JUSTIFIED OF HER CHILDREN. 

ft is therefore with a satisfaction ho words can ex- 
press, it is said with the pride and exultation of an Eu' 
glishman who truly loves and wishes to serve the conn- 
try of Russell and Sidney, of Hampden, Locke, and 
Milton, that the writer can tell the people of England 
what the Duke of Bedford has told him : ^^ 1 shouicl 
'' be ashamed to give support to any set of men who 
'' did not feel the necessity of a radical amendment in 
*' the whole system of our government. The source 
'* of our evils is an inadequate, defective rejfjresentaiion 
'' of the people in parliament, and until that source is 
" cut off, in my humble judgment, abuse and corrup- 
^' tion will never cease to flow in a thousand different 
'^ channels. I hope and trust, the day is not far dis- 
'^ tant, when that most desirable event, a substantial 
'^ and radical reform in the representation of the peo- 
'' pie may be brought to bear : in the mean time, let 
" them see the extent of their grievances, let them 
'^ know whence they arise, and let them coolly and 
*' dispassionately form their own judgments upon the 
** best and surest remedy : it is at hand, simple, and. 
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" of easy attainment."! 

Sincerely thankful, my Lord, for your obliging corn-* 
pliance with my request, tha|: I might b^ permitted to 
put this declaration of your grace's sentiments into my 
book, sentipnents which must be as gratifying to an 
Mn^ish people, as thpy are worthy of an English noble* 
man, let me here add to your grace's testimony in 
favour of reformation, the well known aphorism of biir 
immortal B«w;o». 

■ THAT. TIME IS THE GREATEST INNOVA- 
TOR; AND IF TIME OF COURSE ALTER 
THINGS FOR THE ^ORSE. AND IF WISDOM 
AND COtTNSEL SHALL NOT ALTER THEM 
FOR THE BETTER, WHAT SHALL BE THB 
END? 



^ Extract of a letter dated the 29th. of April, 180S. 



LETTER XXVI. 



• My LorDj, 

XN having, on occasion of the county meeting on 
the 2d. of May, consented, in deference to the opini- 
ons of persons highly to be re&pected, to postpone till 
another opportunity ' the motions I had prepared, for 
extending our ideas of* reformation to the house df 
commons itself, I should not have been altogether satis- 
fied, had 1 not since employed the time ^i^en up to 
postponement, in considering how that elibrt when a 
proper time arrived shpuld be made with the best 
effect. 

The result of that consideration I now* submit to 
your grace and to the public, accompanied with thjf* 
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best cdundel 1 have to offer, namely, to (teteraline on 
forthwith calling together our countrymen in tbeii^ 
cities and counties throughout the kingdom, to consult 
on this most important of all objects to Englishmen i 
but, under the circumstanced of our case, to take the 
same opportunity of petitioning for a removal of minis- 
ters. To every intelligent mind I trust it will appeaif 
that these objects ought not now either to be severed^ 
to, please the ,*^ bqfflcri ^' not to be omittedi iindpr the 
stale pretence of its embi^rrassing government in op-, 
posing our combined enemies, (which by the way are 
bnly a part of those with whom we had to contend 
when tne ministry of Lord North was displaced ; fot 
then in addition to France^ Spain, dnd Holland^ W€l 
^ere at war also with America,) although this no doubt 
would be highly pleasipg to ministers and factions 
whose coatinuknce in power is the greatest of our dan- 
gers, and who, if they were not the worst of all our 
enemies, would resign that power they have so greatly 
abused; and in imitation of Mr. Trotter (when be 
pointed out to his successor in the pav-office how mis- 
applications of the public money might in future be 
prevented) would recommend a correction of the very 
defect which they know by experience to I^ave been 
the chief cause of all their own misgovernment. 

From the franknes and true whig rectitude of your 
grace's own declaration on the most easential ot the 
two points we have to consider, as well as from the 
i<;Ientity there is between misrule in ministers and ita 
immediate cuuse, I am well persuaded you will not dis* 
approve of the two subjects, or^ as I may say, these 
two branches of the same subject, being brought un- 
der discussion together, whereby each may the more 
strongly be enforced and the better illustrated. The 
very act of persons moving in the sphere of j'our grace 
would at once remove the fears of tne honest but poli- 
tically timid, and the. doubts of superficial thinkers. 
These, how well meaning soever, do not always clear- 
ly see the. propriety of a proposed measure, how con- 
stitutional, how correct, how essential soever, until the 
great and powerful of their party are in full career for 
carrying it into effect ; but when these beckon, they 
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Eur forth in strensth^ and shew that although diffi^ 
nt in counsel^ they are energetic in action. You 
8ee> my >Lord, the high re»poosiUlity attaching to emv- 
Hence of situation and iniinence of character. 

' Bat I beseech you to ' beware of, and cairefally to 
watch a species of polriician, to whom it' is very im* 
portant to stand well with persons of your rank and 
political opinions. I allude to theprttendtd whig, for 
the breed is not extinct In the person of Mr. Surke. 
The fretmded whig, is sometimes thrown into »the par* 
ty by accident; tha^t U, from birth^ as in' modern 
ease^ that will readily occur to every mhtd $ or from 
the reputation of talents, as in the case of the adven* 
turerer I have just named. Sometimes this accident 
proceeds from the wealcei^assions before they are over* 
powered by the stronger ; and sometimes the pretended 
whig, wholly na principled, eaters on a course of pa« 
triotism as the beaten path to power ; or insidiously 
steals into the party, as a spy on public spirit, to be- 
tray its counsels, and to become a false guide whenever 
it can be done without detection. 

Of this last species ^i pretended whig, could you see 
his heart, it is as pallid as the ^baff waistcoat he wears 
for a disguise; it dows not with one generous rosy 
drop of true Ef^lnk blood. . Talk to him of a meeting 
for parKam^ntary reformation, he becomes profound 
m his air, he is solemn in his manner, mysterious ic| 
his Words, and shakes his sagacious head ; with a smooth 
affectation' of sincerity, he hintingly, as if reluctant to 
damp yonr zeal, deals out his feigned doubts and ap«- 
prehensions; and he insidiously praises, while he 
strives to defeat your virtue ; he affects to dread the 
opposition of prejudice and to tremble at the conse* 
quences of a defeat. Although in ail this heronly bints 
and hesitates, and camions, yet, artfully leading yoa 
to the ground of French revolutions, and Engli$b 
alarms, a crouded arena of combating Opinions as f^r^ 
vourable to dishonest ideas as a mob is to pick-pockets, 
here, tliifiking himself secure flom detection, he 
launches out with less rederve and more ftaency. 
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Basel V affeGting ignorance of the plain distinctions 
which snew the absurdity of argning from the case of 
France, against preserving and fortifying th/e constitu- 
tion of England, he is now no longer troubled with the 
modestf of doubt^ or the timidity of hesitation^ bat is 
talkative and dogmatical; while his arguments^ when 
scrutinized and brought to the test of either political 
science,. or human experience, are as contemptible for 
their superficial froth and puerile nonsense, as all at- 
tempts to '' baffle'^ parliamentary reformation, which is 
simply to '^ alter things to the better," which 

*' THE great innovator TIME HAS ALTERED TO 

** THE worse/' are diabolical for their wickedness. 

What admirable reasoning it would be, that, because 
a Frenchman who had been stripped of nine tenths of 
his estate, had, by appealing to venal and profligate 
courts of French law, not only lost the remaining tenths 
but got his throat cut for making the appeal, therefore^ 
from thence forward for ever, no Englishman should 
appeal to an Enzluh court of law for the recovery of 
an estate of which he had been robbed by a treacherous 
guardian or trustee, although the inheritance were ever 
so valuable, and his proofs as clear as the sun ! ! ! 

Is there more sense or honesty, in quoting the mis* 
carriage of the French revolution, as an argument 
against an English reformation by an act of par- 
liament? In France, besides the natural levity of the 
people, unfitting them for their enterprize, they had no 
nabtts of free men, no knowledge, no precedents^ all 
which are so essential to the restoring and firmly estabr 
lishing of national liberty: in England, every thing is 
the very reverse; the people are grave and persevering; 
their habits disqualify them for servitude, and impel 
them to the preservation of constitutional freedom ; 
their knowledge directs their pursuit, and keeps them 
in the Tight course ; and their whole history is made up 
of precedents of reformation; they are literally 
jcountless; and every day of our lives, even while the 
ffreat question of this particular reformation is jpendent€ 
lite, we are adding to their number. Keep m mind^ 
that the French object was a revolution ; the English 
object is a reformation by act of parliament ( 
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Observe lilcewise, the difkreut powers to which the par- 
ties appeal ! In France, the original appeal of the pa- 
triots was made to anon e7i/i7^ythat is^ to an imaginary 
public opinion^ where^ from the nature of the govern** 
ment^ and the fact of the case, a public opinion could 
not^ and did not'exist. So late as 1789> Mr.ioung in his 
« Travels" says, " the backwardness of J^roTice is bejond 
*' credibility in every thing that pertains to intelligence. 
*' From Strasbourg hither^ \^Besancon] I have not 
'* been able to see a newspaper. The whole town of 
'' Besancon has not been able to afford me a sight of 
^' the Journal de Paris, nor of any paper that gives a 
'' detail of the transactions of the stales; yet it is the 
^^ capital of a province, lai-ge as half a dozen English 
** counties, and containing 25000 souls." 1 In England, 
for a real public opinion, we are pre-eminent; or, in 
the words of Mr. Y(yung, for ^^the universal illumina- 
^' tion of knowledge^ acting by rapid intelligence on 
** minds prepared by habitual energy of reasoning to 
'' receive, combine, and comprehend it." 3 In France, 
the first fervours of a fickle character produced novel 
powers of their own creation; a legislature with more 
sail than ballast ; a constitution, as new as the leeisla* 
ture; and a system of law, as new as all the rest. Here 
was no practice of past ages, no knowledge rooted in 
experience, no. compass derived from the U3ages of 
their forefathers, no rudder of an authority rendered 
venerable and sacred^ through time. Such were the 
powers on which their reliance was then placed. In 
England, on the contrary, our reliance is on parlia*- 
MENT ; awful for its antiquity, and venerable even to 
superstition ;,on a constitution, of still higher antiquity, 
and still more an object of superstitious veneration ; and 
on a law, which is the gathered wisdom of ages, and ia 
defined *Uhe perfection of reason." We tread in the 
constant footsteps of wise and virtuous ancestors on like 
occasions ; keeping always in sight the land marks of 
the constitution, and the maxims of our law. It^ 
France, when the shock of war and faction put the so* 
lidity of their new fabric to the test, its cement for 
want of age having acquired no adhesion^ was unable 

1 p, 146. 2 p. 147. 



Digitized by 



Google 



ISO 

to keep the building together: io ^iij/anJ^ time hM 
given the cement the adhesiop of the material itself ; 
the public attachment and the com^tilution are equally 
war-proof and faction -proof ; .a9 I trust will sbortlj 
once more appear : in Franu, the revolution finaUv 
sunk under a military despotism ;. whereas in England^ 
the fear of an inundating invasion having put armt 
into the hands of four hundred thousand free citizens^ 
we are no k>nger under feai of a military goveinment, 
but can yet resort to parliament, for the amendment of 
our representation ; a» we are perpetually doing when- 
ever we need the redress of a grievance, or an iinprove- 
ment in our condition ; and 1 desire to know what, ex^*" 
cept the personal interest of corrupt membeirs, stands 
in the way of parliament redressing this, as well as any 
other grievance ; of making this, as well as any otheir 
improvement i Is not unequal representation, as 
great a grievance as unequal taxation, which parlia*- 
ment has taken so much pains to redress i Would sot 
freedom of parliament, be as good a thing as fteedonr 
of trade, or a wet dock i When parliament passed the 
three unconstitutional statutes towbichin p. 141,Ihave 
referred, and opened its doors to the unconstitutional 
admission of a host of placemen and court <IependeBt8, 
which in abstract theory would havejustified, if perse- 
vered in, the same national resistance as was expert*^ 
enced by Jama the second, or Charltt the first, or 
other kings who violated liberty, did it even for any 
of these acts, so calculated to excite popular discon« 
tent, experience disobedience on the part of the peo* 
pie, or danger to the constitution from popular vio<* 
ence i And^are our deep*reasoning anti-reformers only 
afraid of an overthrow of the con8titutk>n, when parlia- 
ment shall stem the tide ot corruption and calamity 
which its own acts have let in upon us, and removed the 
discontents itself hath occasioned f When it shall have 
repented of its own sins against us, when it shall have 
corrected its own errors, restored our liberty, and se* 
cured our propeity from the robbing, band of an uncon- 
trouled minister, who, in God's name shall murmur ? 
If injustice, and oppression, while they provobr resis* 
tance to ministers, cannot make Englishmen quarrel 
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with the eonstitation^ shall justice and protection^ shall 
experiepee of alt the blessings of good government^ ob- 
tained by walking in the paths of that constit^itionf^ 
adhering to its principles^ and acting up to its spirit^ 
produce such quarrel ? " The ox knoweth his owner, 
and tlie ass his master's crib ;'* but the anti-reformer, 
tnone stupid than ox or ass, doth not know that justice 
•Ubet^r than injustice, protection than oppression. 

Hi&arenty truth, the very radiance of whose presence 
jpuls ^Isehood to shame and to flight, is not, my Lord, 
believe me, become a cdward^ fearing to encounter the 
«i||iintiiig hag prejudice, although favoured by the fury 
tot the most bifgotted toryism of the jagobite school, the 
f>rofligat<9 effrontery of court venality, or the insidious 
liyp6crisy of the pretended whig. Let us then, my 
sLord, honestly steer right onward in the cause of our 
•country, without fear of arriving in due time at our de- 
«ired liaven* Our course is plain, and the compass of 
the constitution, allowing for the variation of the best 
({Iractice from polai^ rectitude, and duly attending to the 
tides and currents of wayward hupiour we have to en- 
*counter incur tracks will not fail to guide us aright. 
The kUe fears of ignorance, will soon be dispelled by 
the calm courage of knowledge ; and timidity, in seek- 
inig; a leckess of grievances wilf, bv the sedate firmness 
of justice^ be inspired with fortitude and resolution. 

An4 is pot the present s^ale of the nation groaning 
<tiadcf its burthens ; fifed with resentment and indigna- 
Ision against corruption and infamy ; ruled by ^' a dis- 
graced ministry/' who are haunted with the fear of 
impeachment; freed, by its danger of invasion by a 
-giant enemy, from the terrors of a domestic standing 
-army, precisely that state, in ^hich patriotism must 
. -waii^ common sense,«not to enter the field of discussLoa 
against the vile advocates for oppression and plunder ; 
•and must be blind and besotted, not to call upon the 
people for their exertions in all the peaceful ways of 
the constitution, with a determination not to desist un- 
til their grievances are redressed, and they shall bave 
obtained a constitutional sepurity aeainst their return. 
* Why hesitate? Why waits John for Jamei>, or 
Charles for Oeorg^, tq take the iirst step when all 
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away, in disgraceful irresolution^ a moment of precious 
time i Why wait till ministers by their vice8,.or ibeir 
incapacity for conducting the war^ add to our present 
calamilies and dangers, others which we may avert by 
getting rid pf them and their system i Men loaded 
with conscious guilty and at their wit's end with the 
terrors of a dreadful personal responsibility £or couutr 
Jess iniquities against the liberties of their country and 
its dearest interests;, cannot have that calm self-posses^ 
sion of their faculties^ now so necessary to ministers of 
England, beset as she is with difiiculties and pe?> 
rils. In such a situation of a country, the want of a 
nation'is confidence must be a sufficient objection, evea 
to untried ministers of the most spotless reputation ; 
but tp ministers who once possessed such conndence to 
a boundless degree, and who have forfeited it by crimes 
and misconduct, the objection is a thousa^d times 
jpaore forceful. 

Why then do we hesitate ? Have we any thing tp 
fear? Do th^ political enemy themselves .now seek the 
field of discussion, brand us with foul names, and brave 
PS to the combat i Do the Burgage-Tenure men now 
call publip meeting^j to echo through the land their 
feelings of happiness f' under the constitution, as by law 
** etfabltshed, and that thfiy desire no alterations ?" 1 
X)o the disciples of the secretary of the board ofAgrtcul" 
ture now cpnvene the men qH ^England, to impart to 
them his v&luable discoveries, that ^^ the house of com*- 
*' mQn» never did represent, and is not responsible 
^' to the people ;" that ^* the members give themselves 
^* their powers and privileges; that unequal repre^ 
'^ sentatioii, rotten boroughs, long parliaments, ^xtra* 
'^ vagant court^> selfish ministers/ and corrupt majori- 

I See the laconic cjMstle from Peters/ield, in 1782, in the WyoiU 
papers, U, 97. £|regious as is the nonsense of a *^ constitution, as 
h^ law established, Mr, FiU transcribed the langufi^ of tlie wise- 
acres of F^ter^ldj nearly word for word, into bis sedition act« 
36 G. III. c. 8. where we also read of the *^ constitution of tliis 
real^^ as by law established'^ No man can mistake his meaning on 
that occasion ; but, for the stupidity of the expre]»ion, see Appefd, 
civil $ui4 Qulitary OQ the constitution, p^ 29, 
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^- ties, are intimately interwoven with our practkal 
*' freedom ; and it n^ould require better anatomists than 
'^ oar modern reformers to shew, in fact, that we did 
'' not owe our liberty to the identidal evils which they 
^' want to expange P' Or do his patrons now desire 
county meetings, for appealing to the truth and suc- 
cessful operation of his doctrine, that <^ the prosperity 
^^ and happiness we have enjoyed for a century, and 
'' never 90 ^reat as at present, is owing precisely *to the 
'' house ot commons not speaking the will of the 
" peopled I 

Do the Reecites now form loyal associations, for pre* 
serving to us the blessings of sjich a house of commons; 
or (that like a certain lord they may have, " two strings 
to their bow,") do they meet to assure their sovereign 
and his people, that ^' the constitution of England is a 
'' monarchy,'' from which both. " the iorda and com- 
" mons may be lopped off," and *' cast into the fire," 
without destroying that constiimiori f^ Will oppretsion 
pow appeal to the people, in vindication of a system of^ 
taxation without representation, *' as by law established;'' 
iOfya proof of the wisdom and honesty of transporting . 
xeformers to Botany Bay, or of hanging them as trai-^ 
tors, because they did not change their politics with 
the minister? Or will corruption nowaessembie its vo- 
taries at a city taverd, to vote statutes to Mr. Pitt, or to 
Jiord Melville ? Np : the anti-refortners have exhaus* 
ted their stores of falsehood and effrontery ^and emptied 
jtheir magazines of calomny ; the rotten boroughs are 
sick and silent ; wary oppression bites his lips with in* 
ward mortification, and walks with fear and trembling ; 
the stink of corruption is come up into the nostrils of 
the nation ;3 and inquiby is the orobr of the day^ 

1 Common wealth in danger^ xliv, cxxiy, and Example o( France a 
warning to Britain, 81, 90,91, 94, 171. 

2 See Thoughts on the Engl. gov. addressed to the good sense of 
the people. By John Eeeves, Esq. conunissioner of bankrupts, 

{>rinter of the bible, &c. Wquld not sin unporrupt parli^mOi|t have 
ong since impeached the minister, who had been guiltv of giving 
away the money of ^h€ people, in rewarding the writers of such doc- 
trines as are referred to in this and the preceding note f But even 
this beajrs the proportion only of a molenill, to the mountain of the 
minister's treasons against the constitution ! 

3 '' And I have made the stink of your ^smps to come up^nto 
^'our nostrils/' Amos iv, 10. 
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To' Ibe patriot tempest^ the enemieftof our peace and 
fire^oni, bow their hated heads, in hope to survive, 
and then cesame their swa^ : bat that hope I hope is 
vain ; the tempest I trust will not cease, unlil it sweep 
away them and their pollutions ! 

Now then, when these ravagers of our coontry, dare 
not shew themselves in the open field, or shall shew 
themselves only to be chased before us as chaff before 
the wind, shall we be so wanting to ourselves and our 
posterity,, shall we be such dupes to the pretencUd wkigi 
who mix among us, as not to advance in full force to 
terminate the war, and secure the fruits of victory ? 
Shall we, by neglecting to secure our inheritance front 
the future inroads of these spoilers, invite the renewal 
of those inroads, and insure a predatory return, to take 
vengeance for having been once exposed to infamy and 
QniversaL reprobation ? Shall we expose ourselves to a 
vindictive pillage, on the double policy of adding to 
their own strength, and increasing our weakness ? In^ 
ste.ad of disarmmg them in ovr own defence, shall we 
leave them the irritated masters of our property and fu*^ 
ture fa^, and provoke them to force iron ordinances, to 
he perpetually in force, as armour to their future des- 
potism, and as barriers to our fmure resistance f 

When, ninecenturies ago, the last spai'k of English 
freedom seemed extinct, when ruthless barbarians bad 
conquered «nd possessed the realm, when sovereignty 
itself had disappeared, and hovering despair, of horrid 
aspect and sable wing/iarkened the dejected land, even 
then, the vigUance, the courage, the energy of one man 
recalled public spirit, inspired enlhusvasm, restored li- 
berty, and crowned his country with glory. What then 
forbids the patriotism :of oar day, under auspices the 
most favourable, to save the state ? Do not the jllfrcdi 
'of ourttine know haw to obtainthe people's confidence 
IBind concurrence t 4nd what can resist a united peo- 
,ple i Can they be resisted by ^^ a disgraced minister/ 
and by his equally disgraced supporters i By a profii- 
igate tYew, damned in the public estimation, for their 
servility and. prostitution ? Let our generalissimo, then, 
and his veteran lieutenaots,now that the central war de« 
mands nut for a season their presence, spread them* 
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selves aroBAd^ to. promote? ^thd watch ovei the county 
iDovemeflts ; and let the honest aod the ardeat every 
where unfurl '^ the spirit stirring" banner of th^cott&tu 
tution, and lead onto victory ! . 

But I see the lazy and the lukewarm seeking ie^ 
dreuns and phantoms an apology for inaction ; and 1 
hear tbem as ignorantly as ignobly descanting on the 
peoples' fears. — ^The PE0PL»sf fears !-^The pboplk 
HAVB NO FEARS^ butof the farther accumulation o^ 
taxes and oppressions, of the conliniffm^eof ihe(i}rpi^^ 
8ystem> aiid the Pitt ministry. Away with these 
dreams and phantoms that haunjfc the imaginations o^f 
degenerate Engli$hmeH?-^WhsLt) A reform that is to 
restore the sacred birth-right of representation^ ai^ 
object of fear ! — ^Tbe only means under heaven of pre-t 
serving liberty, an ol^ci of fear ! — 'The sole security 
for PROPERTY, an object of fsar I — ^Do the frotenapor- 
aries of a Cornwallis, a Nel^n, e^St. Fi>i^e»^^a|i the cail 
of duty, talk of fear? , Will the dread, of shame an4 
contempt, now aiknce the old snake iq th^ grass, the 
pretended Whig ? Or will be aiill labour in hjs base vo« 
cation f Should he now say, unless you can insure aa 
ttnivers^il and overpowerij^gmovement, stir.not at all ; 
vmkas you call into action the great mass of the new 
tion, you will do more barm than good ; the people 
you see are backward in the cause { and uqtil they shall 
generally petitioa for the reform more urgently thaOk 
here,tofore,iyou will be premalure, and it will be prudent 
to lie quiet ; answers are ready. To a proposed resis<« 
tenceof arms^ this coanseL would be friendship ; to a 
resistance of argument and opinion, 'tis treachery, la 
this case, sleep and silence .are insanity. Eaqh additi** 
ooal day of acquiescenioe in usisrpation^ is an additlonat 
link in slavery's vile chaif^. Vicious ambition, in wars 
of the sword,, as seems tib be our danger in India,, is oft 
weakened by success, and ruined by victory ; whereas^ 
oa the contrary, in wars of reason, while contending 
for constitutional rights, from the v^ry warf^ir^ itself^ 
iadependent of early successj^we gather Hercukau 
strength; temporary defcftts, arouzing tb^ powers of 
thought, and synipathies of feeUn^, iotu^e new vigour 
ami animation, insuring loi^oiir per^v^rance Anal suc<f 
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eess ; shall we argae^ tliat^ because a bow is nnstning' 
and Kes quiet in the armonry, it has therefore lost its 
elasticity ? Are we to pronounce it bad^ and unfit for 
use, because it does not string itself? Where are they 
who have a right to reproach the people with back- 
wardness ? And who shall find fault with those who 
OQght to follow^ because they do not lead ? Or^ do we 
reason aright^ when^ in the cause of Liberty^ and the 
high coi^cerns of the constitution^ we wait for the illite- 
rate^ to instruct the learned ; the tenant to push for* 
ward his lord ; or the private, to summon to the field of 
battle ^is general f Of what value are experienced ge* 
nerals^ powerful lords^ or the learned^ if not to watch 
while otners sleep ; if not to mark even the distant ap- 
pearance of public mischief^ while undiscerned by the 
Dusy world ; if not^ as it draws near^ to give the alarm ; 
if not, when the constitution is endangered through de- 
ceitful counsels or treacherous acts, to defeat and ex- 
pose the villany» to enlighten first, and then arduze the 
people in its defence ? Those who are by nature, by 
rank and fortune, the proper leaders of a people, must 
have ill employed their time, if, when despotism is in 
full march, they cannot, on the stamp of a foot, or the 
wave of a hand, call in an instant around them tea 
thousand patriots, as the vanguard of resistance. 

Of the innate force and gratifying nature of the prin- 
ciple of parliamentary reformation, we may form some 
estimate, when we call back to our remembrance, the 
darkest period of the Pitt despotism, and recollect that 
even then, in the very midnigtit of that disgraceful sea- 
son, in the year 1797, on the second of Mr. Grey's mo- 
tions for reform, the minority's division, smalt as it was 
in comparison of better times^ yet was by far the grea- 
test division, that any question called forth in the house 
of commons of several years ; and when we compare 
the ^wretched speaking and nefarious voting of Mr. Pitt 
artdhis associates on that occasion, with the glorious 
flood of eloquence poured forth by Mr. Fox, we know 
what must be the triumph of the question, in every un* 
influenoed assembly of Englishmen. If when the na- 
tion, as though stupified by the potent spell of some 
aecromancer^ then lay ;prostr4^e at the feet'of the ty- 
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mntj such was the power of this pripciple^ what must 
now be its expansive force ! , . 

The patriot greats qualified for the pilotage of the 
state^ have for some time pa«t had their conferences. 
Naturally expecting, as the resultof public meetings at 
this awful period^ a national call to the helm^they doubt- 
less, as was the case when the patriots of 1782, had 
similar consultations, have arranged in readiness, beads 
of constitutional points to be insisted on^ in case theit 
services should be demanded by their sovereign* On 
the occasion alluded to^ the principal terms proposed 
to his majesty through Lord Thurlow, on which Lord 
Rocldi^nam and his friends would engage in adminis* 
tration, were, 

^' The independence of America: no veto ; 
. *' The contractors' bill ; 

" The revenue officers' bill ; 

'' Mr. Burke's bill, the great parts of it ; and 

ff General peace, if to be had ! 
*^ The Duke of Richmond, on seeing the conditions 
'^ above mentioned, had observed, that no mention was 
'^made of a reform of parliament, and proposed^ 
'' as an additional stipulation, that the discussion of that 
'^ subject in parliament should be agreed to, which 
*^ Lord Rockingham ' consented to ;" but when Mr. 
Wyvill, Xo whom that noble Lord communicated these 
particulars, asked if be might represent his Lordship 
as a general well-wisher to the cause of a parliamen- 
tary reformation, ^' he did not receive any clear andde* 
*^ cisive answer .'^i- This conversation it seems passed oii 
the^very day when, as I have already stated^ Lord 
Rockingham's private secretary informed me, of his 
Lordship's having forgotten the day, when this great 
question was to be discussed; namely^ the day following 
tnat of the debate. 

How much, (unfortunatelv for his country,) the ear 
of that virtuous nobleman, had been poisoned by the 
pernicious doctrines of a pretended whig, we see from 
theoriginal form of the memorandum of terms, in which 
>lood Mr. Burke's bill^ but no reform ojp paelia: 

% PTyw/r^polit. pa.ni. 355. 
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tfftUT \ Other noblemen, who have lived to make a 
true estimate of the Hibernian reformation of that 
period, wiH take care, we trtwt, to shun the rock on 
which Lord Rockingham split 1 How much of a piece 
at all times have been the palsying counsels and the 
hisipid patriotism of preiendti wkigs ! They were as 
busy in 1688, as in 1782; they deprived the political 
food provided at the revolution of the salt that would 
have kept it from putrefaction, to the end of time ; so 
that in less than seven years, it had a very ill savour ; in 
little more than tv^enty,rottenness^had reached the bone ; 
and, before the end of the century, this boasted nutri- 
ment of English lib^ty, was dissolved into a mass of 
corruption. 

^' The subjects which are protestants, may have 
'' arms for their defence suitable to their conditions, 
" and as allowed by law. The election of members of 
" parliament ought to be free ; and for redress of ail 
'^ grievances, and for amending, strengthening, and 
'* preserving of the laws, parliaments ought to be held 
•' frequently ! ! !" Nostrum of i688. 

** The contractors' bill ; the revenue officers bill 4 Mr. 
^' Burke's bill ! ! !'* Nostrum of 1782. 

But as the state physicians of 1805 mean, I trust, to 
be either, '* a wise and virtuous administration/' or 
none at all ; and rather to sacrifice their own personal 
ambition, than to see '' the liberty of the nation," sacri- 
ficed to the crown ; and as they know that H tmthont a 
parliamentary reformation that liberty cannot be pre^ 
served, and the permanence of such an administration 
CANN oT be secured ;" so we may confidently assure our*- 
selves, that the first article of their conditions of serving, 
and a pine qua non of holding the reins of the executive 
government, will be a reform of parliament. 

An agreement to " the discussion/* is NoTHiNa. Well, 
if not worse than nothing. As one person once forgot 
to muster all his dependents ; so another may forget to 
command his vassals. Should a *^ discussion** end like 
the *' discussion'* of 1782, what is the consequence i 
Mmisters must either resign their places or their ho* 
nour. They cannot serve Uod and mammon. They 
cannot at the same time serve their country and the 
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iNMOugh faction. If that factioil is to pemtiiii^ the new 
ministers muse either. <leiiv6r up the people agaiii, tf» 
the iron rod of the unprincipled apostate^ or they them- 
Cielves must become apostates as base ; for ^^d wise and 
viftuous administration/' the borough faction yvill never 
endure : indeed it cannot. When fire and water .come 
in contact, they cannot exist together ; the fire eithef 
licks up the water and ccmtinues to burn ; or the watec 
prevails, and puts out the fire. But if the proper cob* 
ditions be entered into ; if it be agreed^ ihstth^ master 
of reform skull be left in the hands of the^ minister, to be 
disposed of as he pleases, we know that be may then 
equally despise the faction behind the tlitrone and the 
faction of the borouglis ; and that the standing army of 
parliamentary mercenaries may be broken^ disbanded, 
and dispersed with contempt. If he have carte.blanche 
he cannot be resisted. If he be firm and steady to his 
own honour and to the people, he cannotbe counter- 
acted, without having in his hands the honourable 
means of counteracting counteraction, and triumphing 
over perfidy. 

To know that parliamentary reformation is a 
sine ^ua nhn with a patriotic opposition^wouldbe highly 
gri^titying to the people. For a call into action the 
people are idspatient; an efficient staff at head quarters 
they desire to see ; and to be welt officered wherever 
they shall stand forth, is their wish. The rest belongs 
ro themselves, and they are ready for their duty. Emu* 
loQB of their naval brethren who incessantly seek,' and 
know how to subdue,the combined enemies of their coun* 
try at sea ; the people at land, desire only to meet, that 
they may subdue,- the combined enemies of /their free* 
dom* • There is no need to metamorphose a single 
parish officer into a recruiting serJeant : at the voice 
of the sherifFs,the people will repair to their Runnimeads, 
to hew the borough fiend in pieces before the spirit of 
the constitution^ as '' Samuel hewed <Aga^ in pieces be* 
^^ fore the Lord in GilgaL" The same indignant mind 
which lately exhorted to chop off an offending claw, 
still breathes and burns for a completion of the work ; 
for the annihilation of the criminal system. 
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' Vltki I not bther slid sobstatitial grounds for my opi-* 
Wioa, stilt t stioald thus argae^ because I am a man 
X^ and an EtigHskman, because I have the same nature^ 
and was horn to the same constitattonal inheritance; 
as other men and other Englishmen. If I feel accord* 
inc^tothe law of my nature, and reason according to the 
pnnctpies of the constitution^ I know that such feeling 
and such reasoning rouse, by being known, become ge- 
neral. That those principles may gain on this occa- 
sion applicable method and force, I have, as you see^ 
my Loitl, " written a book;" which '' mine adversary/* 
and the adversary of the constitution I hope will 
endeavour to decry; for next to the commendation of 
those who value that constitution^ the enmity of base 
men who set about to destroy it, is the most desirable 
praise ;^nd I shall not easily be persuaded that my book 
merits this praise, unless it shall incur that enmity. . 
I write at aperiod, and on a subject, when the sue- 
'cess of my book will have comparatively little depen- 
dence on reviewers of any description. Unless anti* 
constitutional reviewers can prevent the patriotism of 
the country appearing in public meeting, to abuse my 
book will stand them in little stead. If in the terse 
form of popular resolutions, public virtue shall circu- 
late' its principles, the instruction^ the spirit will be 
electrically felt by every man without exception who 
either reads or thinks. I shall have gained my end, 
if I shall have contributed to give method and force to 
the proceedings of early meetings. If good they will 
be taken as models by those that follow ; and the flame 
of reform will burst out, first here and then there, till 
it run through the nation. At every new burst of the 
patriotic fire, public spirit will grow more and more 
ardent, more and more conscious of its powers^ 

A mere book mightobtain the approbation of honest 
men, who sighing over the state of the nation, and 
breathing useless wishes for amendment might lay it 
down again in despair: but if dukes of Bedford, if 
the leaders and luminaries of their country, in the ge» 
nuine spirit of English liberty, energetically promote 
on the same principles popular meetings through the 
land, then, in the shape of resolutions, those princi- 
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pies are instantly cbungedfronci adead letter to a living 
Bpirh. ' No. I'onger the mere- opinions of an individual^ 
littended with doubts of practicability,— <;easiog to ba 
nnembodied notions of desirable things Jittle to be 
hoped for, and becoming real operative- acts of ourfel** 
low*dtizens with wbom we are in perfect sympathy^ 
ibey are novr examples w,e burn, to imitate, and deeda 

' we arie enwloua to exceU they are sanction^ supporting ' 
lis in onr duty against corrupt infljuence exerted to de- 
ter and to destroy us ; assurances tbat our rights shsdl 
no longer be w^ith«holden, nor our property be trans- 
ferred to a usurping faction ; they are pledges that an 
English people shall no more be insultecf by official ar» 
rogance ; and that the time is at hand when their moral 
feelings shall not be shocked, nor their sense of decen- 
cy outraged, by spectacles of loathsome prostitution in 
a house, which ought to be an unsullied object of their 
respect and veneration : in short, virtuosi resolutions 
of public meetings, are the efficacious stimulants to 
patriot exertion, and the healthful gales that waft the 
purifying flame of constitutional reformation^ and a 
reviving public spiric, over a drooping nation. 

In generating a spirit of patriotism, public political 
meetings, provided they .be hone/<itly dealt with by those 
who propose the subjects of consideration, and the 
matter be judiciously stated, infinitely surpass parlia- 
mentary debates. These carried on by persons with 
whom the mass of society are not on a level,, and 
heard only at second hand, excite, except on very 

• critical occasions, but an imperfect sympathy ; whereas 
those, in which the people themselves are the actors^ 
have every requisite for causing the most powerful en- 
thusiasm. He who personally listens, who personally 
applauds, and votes, and is the actual associate of the 
champions of liberty, and a real principal in the deli- 
verance of his country, shares and feels^ and tastes the 
glory of the triumph. 

Not believing in any surrender of a besieged tyrant 
driven by his crimes to de9Ji>eration ; or in any conquest 
except th«t of direct breacb^ and storm, and overpowi 
ering fchrce; so 1 hold it to have been fortunate that 
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(he i^Sdingitm part df the rmt^trj hat fi$tn«d| siisce 
men a powerftil association of idea^, and alK ciroatn- 
HaiH^s Mke wiU conspire lo ai^dufte an ii^ared pdopte; 
for hn the ^reon of the comttiaaKier <)f the^isod^ «o be 
attacked, mast not the tiati«>d Me at onee the ^uppte 
•lave of the Faction hefdnd thi tkrone, the vile inatr»« 
ment of the/tfcfwrt of Me B(prdugh$, «iid the unprinci^ 
pled apogteitt frmn rtjbfming* 'Virtue 5 nrho isttqua^jr a» 
enertay of the Crowtt> an enemy t>f tte octestttutioB^ 
a»d an enemy df his coaiiVy? 



tmtm 



LETTER XXVII. 



My Lord, 



1 



MPATtENT as Mr. Pitted the faetims Kwm been 
fijft the caJI-of the fh?^A armies from the coast'to tb« 
Rhine, 4heir joy at this event may find a sad counter'^ 
baldnve of didappointmenty in its effectually siieneing 
them, as to (he anfrtness of the* lim« naw chosen for 
makings a reform of ipaeriiament^ iUid a vemoval of minis^ 
lers^ crtibjectis of public discuseidn. invasion being- 
now removed to a distance^ then- objectkons to the 
ftM^mufit now be the mene Tepetition of nonfene&ift 
thousand tinefs •tnrged> and a thousand times reifmed: 
and to ns this diversion of the French amues /urnisfaes 
an interval of repose peculiariy ftivoviiable to oor un- 
dertaking; an initervai which we id»all be greatly ^* 
ticient in our public duty if we neglect. . 

We live, my Lond, in awfol limee; and we seem by 
this very event> to be warded by Piovidence to provide 
ere it be «oo late^ forour ultimate security, by a •eoasplete 
revival^rf^iir ooa(Sti«fitkHs,in all itB«aergies,rmi{B^ 
litary. After several years of war ai^d bloodshed^ which 
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mhich hf^vie been ^p fruitful of chaoges tootk^ king- 
^diHfii^ a^ ^talesji Muropti is probably but in the begia^ 
mg pf h^rfplitiqal cpDv«ilsiQLi)«. Wb^j^ b^r combing 
^sppiiiSiHs auemp^ed Ip devpur tj^e i)e^ bora liber|;y of 
/ Fmnfe,']th^ babe, for their pyoAisbtitt^nt, was wirapu- 
Jptt^iy iciianged into a serpeat of tbeir ipwo ^e4;:iei^ 
ffao^e potent than they; aiiid kt» qow swallowii^g th^fifL 
.aU^ would be a ie^s mii^a^le than ifo own origin. 

Wbat^ iq th«t ca$e^ or in the ev^nt of the new^ov- 
iederacy bein^ foiled m(i laid prostr^tp, mx^t foe ot^r 
ftimtim i£ ppt ;piieviog^y armed a^ ^y4iry ppi^t? ,Ca^ 
Any (HEitrj^ 3jtatej»n^an look forwaa^d to s^ch ^ pp^^ibility, 
and not honestly join ia vestariag ll:^ ponstitutioo to 
^i$ll Tigpur and eaergy^ by a rigid adhereope to its ge- 
^vme principles? Evasiofis^ or paUisvtive$^ x>f whatev^^ 
Jti|id> oir fpoofi whatever q^^arter, mn^ be t)^ vfsry dotage 
rof folly, or the last exo^ss of faction.; they oj^ust b^ 
ueilii^ causes of oar ^pnjE!ef))pt> or objects of pur.deti9$^ 
nation. All in Uico appieal tO:the scon^titutipi^. They 
«)pne apr^e 9ot iinpostpr^, who reaUy mak^ it -the gciide 
'Of tl^f^ir 4ic;tioos. Your Qtape jaad Mr. liar, and Mr. 
Grcy^ Mim4iHi3 rock pf ^9i^«t. Q.i;i that jock^ ml 
4he t:«iase (pf iparUamwtai;y reforcoiatiod, you ^ajr 
^ *wi^ld the 4e«S9isracy oft flagfandj' apd save your 
fCQuatry both £rpu» FrantCj apd frpm .a wprse enQmy<» 
JBe firm and you must weeded* 
" if in tik\9 second iCpnti»eDtal cpalitipn, th^re foe less 
i^rf^mckednfei^ay t;hanin the >£r$t^ are we sure tber^ i« 
jppre wisdom i On -the foripier'pccasion^ the iaueiopt 
was te«LCPi»raged^ by JFriamofi exibibiling the weak» 
jftpsg pf «iqhild wiib the igooraQceof ^sans^CfJtlotte; aht 
is qIpw k^own (o pps^ss Itb^ 4»tiiei\gi;h of a giant^ <7ear- 
4ng.the head of a Machwvel ^d the arm A>f a C^smff. 
iHaise ber eppaoeaits ^ather^d strength from defeats or 
jQaught entfousiasQH frpm h^jimiiUatipp ! Is Mjsigland after 
4^Xfm^vi^^i^\kt thrive, hund^^ milliom, an4 be;ing put 
under the weces^ity of Aaj^ing.th^ incfme of xl\p ^^if^d- 
imm^, th« cufitni.^f ihis trarf^if, 9^^ th^,saif , fvf ithe 
^por ; jaod ^iiemAi(ii<9|f stijil ^ulyecit: t9 ..^/^^S^gW^^ . ffi(^^ 
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rfher fe$MCr€€% in jobs and pecdlation^ now better able 
to subsidize tbeir mercenaries than at tbe first onset f 
By the admirers of this new enterpriye* a stress was at 
first iaid'opHon directing the war perso(fui2/y against the 
new Emperor and King; of exciting desertion from his 
standard, and civil war against bis sovereignty; and 
upon offering the people of Frtuuc a Bourbon in ex- 
change for a Buonaparte. I should as soon, I confess, 
Attempt to sednce a French soldier^ by ofiering him an 
emetic, in exchange for his brandy; or to excite a 
.FV«icApea«''nt to rebel, by telling him be might become 
a Bohemian or a Muscovite slave, ranking with the cat* 
^le on the estate, instead of whdt he is ; a native of the 
great nation, who probably considers war from Austria 
as the rebellion of a vassal state. 

' To Mri Pitt,w\ the principles upon which in 1793, he 
rushed into the war, this new confederation will be a 
subject of boast, and a straw he will catch at in ^ his 
-despair to prevent sinking by his personal demerits; 
button the principles wnich attach me to the con- 
stitntiori of England, according to my views of the 
'*' deliverance of Europe,** advice similar to that I have 
-always give it my country, I should have given to the 
'governments of Austria and Russia, Sweden and Ger* 
many ; ' Stay at home until you have given political li* 
^ berty to all your states, and put arms into the hands 
•* of ,all your people. If, after that, j'ou take post on 
' the frontier of France, Frenchmen may then possibly 

* discover that they are slaves, and thnt you are their 
'friends. But, having once done as I advise, you will 
' certainly be saved the trouble and expence of a mili- 

* tary march; because you will have gained the hearts 
' of your own subjects; and have made their countries 
' worth defending by themselves, and impenetrable to 

* an enemy: the charm, by which France has now the 

* means' of mischief, will be dissolved; the spell of her 

* inchantmetits will be broken ; when she cannot over*- 
' turn or annoy other states, her activity and ambition 
' must find its exercise in the improvement of her own, 
' andina ifvalshipin thearts and ornaments of peace; 
^ and th^^good yon ' are now ^sb generous as to propose 
' doing the French nation, by improving their govern- 
^ ment^ at the expence of the lives' and fortunes of your 
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^ own people, will be better done by the jFVencA peopl^ 
' themselves iu their own way/,. How simple and how. 
potent towards human happiness^ are those principles 
of political liberty which God has written on the heart 
of man ! But if we must have intercourse, and alliance 
with arbitrary potentates, |etiit be as little a? possible ; 
and let us not, by the corrupting influence of jjucfi coh- 
nectlo^ns, gradually lose sight of the true principles of 
gpvernment, of the true foundations of national 
strength, and of the true means of national security. 

VV^eiive, I repeat it, in awful times. On the one hand,. 
I do not see in the empire of the JV^iicA any symp- 
toms of decay, from internal disease, or natural de- 
crepitude;, but on the contrary, all the vigour of 
it's youth ; while on the other hand, I do not discover 
in it's assailants, such free nations as broke in upon the 
overgrown and enfeebled empire of ,the^ Momans.^ 
France is ^ not a mf^gj^i^e ojf lyealth ; nor are,, her 
continental eneniie?*, i* Jtpi;rei«it *,of. in4epeijident' in- 
vaders lured by her. riches,'J^r^4iippellp5l bjr' their own 
insatiable desire of rooting ,o\i,t^ Ijer inhapitai)ts, and 
planting themselves in th^jf place ; out mere aimies o( 
sieves or hrrellngs, employep ..hy their despotic pias- 
ters in the war, merely^ to cui^ ^the afl[i,bi,tion of a 
rival powe^TjK and to restrain his (lespbtism, theit their own 
may not be,narrowed in its range. In this yi|?.w of the 
case^ is there any thing to encourage our nopes ? .Are 
we' mofe likely to abridge, or to augmeht|'tne^power of 
Napolean9 ^ i : , . .. 

But let lis suppose. fhat the confederate, war was j to 
be conducted by the principal sovereigns ip^ person j 
and.that a ffilbam t[ie third, a CAar/es the fifth,si;^d a 
jP^/er the Great were thpse sovereigns. -Even, in that 
case, y9uld. a confederacy .now, promise more than it 
did in 1792? j At that time, besides her natural interna^ 
weakness,^Jrance was' confined within her former li- 
mits ; but what an extension she has since experienced ! 
What\^c6ui[itries ! What popujation ! What naval 
ports :f .What military positions! What a facility 
of pc^ssmg the h^arriers of Austria! Her whole do- 
main nowr> within a ring-fence ; her force undivided ; 
her strength concentered and consolidated ; her resour- 
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plies tnovitig on radii within her own ctrcle. Where 
fie the dominions of her assailants? At the ^^tremi- 
ties of Europe. Before they can come even into eou- 
tact, th^ir armies have immense regions tb cross, and 
cSceans to traverse. If Praflce meet with a ctittik, she 
rdtreats upon herself, and at e^ery step grows more 
dense and impenetrable: bat If the allied armies retreat 
in any other direction than that of ^Vienna, at every 
step they are more f fable to dispersion and destruction ; 
dftd a retreat upon the line of Vienna^ would be omi- 
nous. 

Again : in the coiiduct of the war on the part of 
Satiety there can be no diversion of object, no oivrsion 
df interest, no difference of opinion, no jealousy to 
weaken counsel, not any loss of time or derangement 
of operation, on a change of plan ; one mind cdncetves. 
One will directs all; ^nd' one hand governs l!he mahx 
spring of the Whole m^chriie: ho(v difRrepft would be 
the case, even under the sovereign^ I have named f And 
could we, even undei" such bbnducitdi-s of the war, flat- 
ter ourselves with hoptis of humbling a Napoleanf 

Do we not remember how the Prussian ^edericks 
in the seven years war,' foiled the eombitied powers of 
Austria and Russia, appareriHy ible to have eaten up 
his armies and annihilated his kingdom, and that he 
arose more powerful ftora the struggle? But a frtde^^ 
tick of Prussia, compared with & Napalean of France^ 
is a mere cat, compared with a mighty tyger? 

If lifhder the supposition of a confederate war, con-, 
ducted in personbythree such ^ovei'eigns as Ihave men- 
tioned, we are not warranted in e^fpecting much success, 
what are now our proSpe(its ? What are now our hdpe^.* 
Are they derived from the personal penetration and 
Energies of the existing sbvereigns, in the selection 
of their generals, in the choice of their* ministers, and 
in the tight band held over them f At home, I shall 
go no farther, than to a{:>peal to the admirffstration of 
Mr. Pitt. Compare the nation's present Condition 
wirh its situation on his accession to {)0Wer, Bring 
his conduct to the test of the constitution. Nfctigbt do 
we discern biH ruinous counsels^ and dariufg violations 
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^tqufXibettie&MdUmsm B^t do w^ perceive that •or 
^^ l^ccounts he less enjoys tl^e partialltj of his sover 

T^imi ■ ' . . ^ 

.4* W l-H* eaaperi^v dlq^fmkr, be isgeuerally esteemea 
4, weil oieav^ip^ .geiulei^^N^j^ iu)t deficient that I know of 
i{) jji^^er^taQ^ing^.buJ; ji^ emperoj^ Francis is xinier^ 
stood U> be \KitJ^aut.sv c^pax;ity foif selecting. either his( 
«aiDi$(:Qrs or h'vs gqaer^^« From his personal amoso:: 
m(f30t>, yf^^n, h»^ W cmmieption of ii3gipei:iaroccupa-' 
tioi^^v^^^^^i.wi^h tb^/ip(>s|t amUble dispositions^ he 
may have been betrayed into the war, by a f action bcr^ 
Un4 Mi^'throm,,9i hf^j^n}siAx whose indfluence he 
fCMARiEHTetsiiit*. ,. , . 

,Yii^i% xhe^i have .wei any .solid grounds of confi- ^ 
4wce4jtliftt we'sb^ll pjrospeV iix Uiis new confederate 
w«wt,.ii«e they derived from the talents of Mr. Pitt^ 
a^arWa^^.ja.inistec,?,,Qr, his experienced wisdomjn the 
9V94^ of; deiliyerUig JE^r^c ? Qr is nothing mbr? ne 
ccissary^; than; his cofBipaissaries i^ the Austrian an4 
M^^n cai^ps> to see i\i>vt. we; i^ave ia th^ field the nuoir 
l^jrof .jtypiops fortwho^i we pav our njopey ? Is the 
w;a« to be .pjanined, ,by tbe-.aidpf Qouriers^ in thecabi- 
oe^f of I I^QudoH^ . Vienna,^ and St, Pder$bur^ f And 
x(^aa£e4 ^y «u(^ gieiKr#}^^ as &aVe mo^t interest in those 
^bimU? . Perhaps the circuxostatice; that in the cabU 
nets-^of . ri^i^na aod St. Petersburg^ thi^re.are statesnaeii 
who cw« f^eqqn^ M^^ j^uabark in sQ^&.a^ war with Mr. 
Pittj^ H?ay .npt cresMfn^ aoiy veiy sjtrpag persuasion, as to 
the^^dom pf .the undejrtakiQg^ or, the fidelity of the 

4fS| vk^ifik' 90 JSiig/ifA.^qiinistraf^ion which 1 can pic: 
pif^ to .D^y^eiii could ,li aipprpve^ oi such a war, uri: 
im ?pc^|iitiy'§><^P^!^P?n^d by radical reform at home^ 
l»9tb civil ,ai^d miiitartf ; so, as we are embarked, and it 
zQAiftihepA^sepui^duntU wi^ <;:an arrive at,peacje» bere we 
Jij^ye ah fidditional m9^ve of the greatest weigj^^ht and ur- 
g^ncy^ ^r an i^pji^f diate iiefornsi aud chai^ge of minister s^ 
^p|i^ss we aie.p^^pare4 tq submit to something far worse 
ih^ the peace otAmiiemf .But, looking to the ultimate 
f^kyr^ of the war j to the aclditionai agffrandi^ement ojt 
iFran€€t:M^ to ouv additio^a^l iii^poveiIshaieuit> as j^ossi^ 
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l^ilities at lea$i^ if we do pot imorediMely preparefor odf 
self preservation,by intereitingintke constitution the'n^^^ 
iff our population; by f retina our government frotn; all 
suspicion oj corruption^ and atiimperfectioni ofihjusiice 
and oppression; and by comphtety arniing the people on 
the true principles of the constitution, it will not be ciir 
navy that can protect us again^l; the impending storm ; 
and we must expect as blood^^ a struggle oti English 
ground for existence as a state,^ fe* that which Wa« ex^ 
perienced under Alfred\ but wher^ is the j^tfned to 
carry us through it ? • • 

h indeed we are already bound by treaty, if the na>- 
tional honour be already pledged, and we most proee^ 
with this continental war^ let it* then, &o far^as w^ are 
concerned, be a war of good faith with our aNiies,' and 
of energy against our enemy. By our honour/ and our 
vigour, let us set a right extmiple'tobur confederate*. 
Let our exertions be cbmuienstfratotoour best'^^nfi^ 
Let us co-operate with a powerful army : and let li* 
learn the only true secret of having at all times iuch «q 
army at our command. It is notto be permanentlj* 
had/by making tools 6f theWrobility and coarfli-y gen- 
tlemen, in raising a nominal niilitia, ^and then^by gr6$s 
fraud and swindling, to rcJb the' country of a ^efeisiVcf 
force it has raised' at immense expence : ' It is n^ td 
be had by the pettyfogging projects of- a financier, td 
iextort from the parities either tnen or money; on a 
plan utterly foreign to English ideas, otto Et^lish 
modes of governitifent : It is not to be had, ^ by trek^'hi 
erously evading the simple, grajpd and truly inrcompa^ 
rable system or arming prescribed by the ^d^st^ftntion ; 
and substituting in its stead, tTie perilous novelty of li 
Volunteer eirniy ; which,viewing it with a ctmtltitutionAi 
eye, that looks for order, energy, and permarience^y w^ 
^'ee to be a military rope of sand ; adopted on a prind* 
pie, insidious to the patriotic ardor of Er^lishmen, SinA 
hostile' to liberty J as well afs trea$|bnaWe to the state*; bj^ 
expositig it eventually to thie dii^sst calamity, if nbtto 
subjugation. ' To Mr. Pitt and Mr. DUndas (now Lord 
Mihittey) We owe the first introduction of this iNWo* 
v*ATi^N, a circubtstance which', will not operateMn its 
Tecommendation ; but to such ministers.we must look 
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iiitdHi f olr ilhiB jtrae Imdrs: of a disposeabte army for 
fbreign servicd ^ which is do where to be found bat in* 
a complete posse comitatus; ** for^ out of an firmed' 
'5. and warlike population^ regular armies, at the'dispo- 
*^ sal -of the c9op>n', as spontaneously grow, as bursts from 
** the wide kramching arms ofoup native oak, a luxuriant 
*'foliage.rt . . . > 

It is BOW>(tny- Lord, two years, since 1 pubttsbed* 
tjie concise'iwork from which'^tUese words are quo- 
ted •! siffee wbick I have carefuHy attended to every 
thingpublUhed, and everything spoken in parliament, 
on the subjectof our defence; and to some works tc^ucb- 
ing our lirtny. I have been : particularly observafitof 
what has fallen frpm military men^ ministers, and legis^ 
tators; butthore especially from ^' An old Officer/^ from 
Sif iRobtPt WtlsoHy General Stewart, and tbe Duke of 
Mk/mond;^ fr<im Mr- Pitt, Mr. Fox, Colortel Crau^ 
ford, and Mr. Windham At.present^ I have only to 
entreat of e^^ty soldier and every statesman, that, be- 
fore he exercises any invention^ ^or indulges in ux\j fa- 
vourite system, or fails in with the views of any ^pa»ty 
hi tbe state, >he will, with the . immoftai Sir William 
Jones, make himself completely master of the milI'* 

TARY BI^AKCH OF THK E$NOi;tkH CONSTPTUTION. 

When hefeball have so done, be^viUtsee the means of 
$e»dfttg to' the continent the lai^est army our popu- 
lation can furnish, and our property pay, and at the 
same time of acting upon a system of home defence, 
• ^ by which the most energetic invasion, of that ener- 
*^ getic despotism [of .France,} niiight be defeated with. 
^ as mueh eaie, as a weH armed city quells a paltry riot 
^* in its 8treets/'3 

Considering that but few copies of the Mgh remain 
tinsoid, and that 1 have not iir any subsequent publica- 
tion) nor in any parliamentary speech, met with a single 

I' England*4 -^igisf^Q, published by Pkillipg, Having givkig to the 
piibli9btr,tfaec9pj-fight,of tliis £ssaY, I bQ.ve no other interest in 
jTecommcniding it to the serious perusal of my countrymen, than that 
arising from a wisli to preserve our common liberty, and existenoQ 
sw a people. ' 

a The fcssays of all these persons, are published by Egerton* 
S. Englund^s Mgis, 49. 
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M{$ttinenl to shake tti€ niliiarj BfAttmofiht tK#i.vstt' 
coNftTiTOTioNj as it is tbare anfolded^ I am the mare 
ooofirned in my ideas of its exceileoo^ ; and sh&U hope^ 
when I may have Iieakb and kiaiire for pabUahiog a 
aeeAod part to that wurk, to reiaove pn^^udices; tdVx*' 
pose the mischiefs of evtuionr which caiNi&.ihe pretenl 
evi)^ and which may be fraught in future wUh eonse* 
queii€«A the most dreaidfiii ; and to satisfy our stotesmen 
'lhat>a» honesty is the best poliey,;8o a closeadberettiee to- 
the CQiiatitutioa is by fax! tne eaateat, the cheapest^ aod 
most iofalliUe methcid of obtaioingaDid.apboldipg 2^ 
legular army^ not one soldier of whiebA ftf^r the s^a* 
tern shall be compteted^ . need be detained at botne lbt« 
our defence. 

As it is far more probable that it suited the policy of 
Napgi&an, that the emperor Franck, should be more 
^ward than himself to take the field> than that the 
formijog and adraaeing of large armies ah^Mild.have 
escaped his vigilance ; and as the fate of tbe T^i^o/atid 
the Venetian StaU, will depend less on early marchii^g^ 
tlian on able geoeratship and good fighting } let us not 
he surpi^ized k' tboae territories should shortly be io posn 
«esaion of France, 

Might net Napokan^ then, by offers of a separate 
peace> compel Jtustria^ ajid induce Rtismyto be qvdti 
again ? Might not the jealousy of Rum^t,, 'ooneernlrng 
Gcnoi^f be appeased by something in the Mediterr^jmean 
pf more value. for herself? Ana might npt prospecta 
stilt mori^ialJjuring reconcile her to the ambitio«»3 pro-" 
jects<i»!i^' Fretikcef Having no fears of each other for 
thetr.own safety, what are the obstacles toi.a cordial 
co-operation^ between an emperor of* Rtuma, and an 
emperor of France,iii objects mutually gratifying ? 

As for Amtriay hawing no naval means of ri.valliag 
the other great powers^ 1 she is. destined tp sink. into. a 
subordinate rank; and we must not be surprized if 
Ruma and Fritnce^ should soon discover I be means of 
advancing, at her expence^ their own aggrandizemeat^ 

In case of such a separate peace as 1 have imagined 
possible, with Venice and the Tyrol, and peirhaps Na-, 
pU^ also annexed to the dominioas oi Napoledh, 
what are we next to look fur i A separate ;war with . 
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^gtand, t^f mote than iim years fnst, Hairifng i\ti^ 
nished him tvitb a pretext of keepi^nfg on foot, aii^gr*^ 
4fiMy augmewtiiig armies for aeon^inebtalurar^. Hfhile 
•ach a war^ will now again ind'ease tho«e dprmfed to i^ 
Bivich gi^ater itfagnitude^ he will perk^ ere long be 
eoabled to ren«w his plan of lovasfoiv^ wi€h acfcNiionat 
srrea^h in land foree^^ and his naral 9eaft» alsoin^ 
creased' by the Venetian mwine. 

Short as tfirght be the confedei^ate wai*/ oarexpence 
m fahfitsbiiig^ targe arm^j* very dutant from boaie^ and 
in^ubsidifzlmg our allies^ woirld have weakened oar oWit 
pecuniary resoufces^ and in this condition we might' 
be ealied tfpan io t^ontend on our own shores^ singte 
handed^ with the nfamerous and immende afrmi^ of 
. France. With these prospects before os, our unforltt'* 
iiate and beiriEiyed country^ i^ still sacrificed to4he trai*' 
teroas poKcy of thefafeti&n behind^the throne, to which 
^e bave seen Mr. rite and Mrl Dtmias (tfow Lor4^ 
M^ivitUyT then Mr. Jddtngton, and ii6W Mr^ Pitt 
^ain^ aU>crinMtially sabservietrt. At the-' dmMnstrMe 
bdaafd of the '^most ruiiibu.9 calamities by desolation^ . 
a«d leavmg evenf the sut^gation of our istend to de^ 
pend on the chance of war> these ministers^ notwitb-^ 
itanding our ne^^ and unexaovpied danger^ and a dan- 
ger every year increasing, have persisted in notrestorio^ 
ihe mtlkaty branch of 0nr constkuHon; whetfy every 
wieei'drfid viltoous statesman must see k t6 4ie itn Hiu 
perioas daty to give a w^l tegalaced, permanent/ miit-' 
tary energy^ to every panicle of ^v^ physical atre^gtb^ 
v^kb can on no other principle b^ effected. ^ » ~ 

BdC let t» look a Mttle farther. If Mr. F^^randa 
tei^oogh p4U^hanMrnt sbaU jpMiimae to govern this c0iin-> 
iryi and tes^ftystem of miKfary defence shall not be radKt 
caWy <3k£»t>ged^ it most \^ the evident policy of Fhinoe^ 
firsts 'feo Mver from o» oar allies, and then tacotltinnc^ 
the war. By these means she would hope to accele- 
jrate the ra^a of our fi«aoceBj and to attack us with « 
force BO gigantic^ and at ao many point» at once, a» ef- 
fecturfly to bring the war rnto our island.i Whatevei: 

1 '^ Had it been. the first care of ^r. AddipgtQn*$ adoiinxstratibn, 
^' to IiaVe !reen 1,!200,000 men armed^ as proposed in these pages. 
*' (wb^rf the work if» only a second edition, of lyhat wa^ pubiishea 
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might be the remit of this p^ao^^he knows she could lil. 
aoy mament totally withdraw herself from, that species 
of war,, wb^o^ver a coatioental object should make it 
either accessary or coQvenient. 

Such an EngUsh war would .not for a moment inter- 
rupt Napokon in -organizing and. consolidating, by 
political and military arrangements, his newly acquired 
territory of the Tyrol aqd renicd Should the {^resent 
struggle leave him so aggrandized, f^nd; likewise ^nd in 
the establi$hing of a good understanding between him 
and Russia, would he not soon discover that tbe repose 
of the civilized world was not ye^ so well jpro)^ided for 
as he could wis^F Having annexed to Frante, JHel- 
vetia and the. Grtsons, the Tyrol and Venice ^ might he 
not think ;U a necessary guarantee of that peace and re- 
pose which aie the objects ,of all Ais labinirs, |hat be., 
should occupy all tl>je south west part : of ^iG^majr^^ 
jdmtria, and Hungary, lal^irig the Vanubc fgr Uis new- 
bouodai^ from Basle, and Vka to. .Belgrade ft . And if^ 
under, the circumstances w^- h'^^^ suppo^dyht should 
judge such a measure expediQQt,. who .could th^n.opn 
pose him .with effect, if i2t«s<iai were * ^oaofftv^i^^i the 
aggression^ > i. 

His compacted empire, bounded by the fj^me and 
the Danube, would then come in contact with thatpf 
the grand ji>ienior; whiph no doubt would be extremely 
gratifying :tP him ; for it is for ever present. to tl:i^iiund 
of, t^bis. modern spi? of Jupiter Ammon^ tb^ between 
fieigraii§ Apd Jndiit^ 'there are buf two powers>: those of 
Turkey Bind ^ Persia. Provided this^emperor of tbe we/at, 
I^n4.bis bnother emperor of ,tho north should. iioQtioue 
on.gQod termsj they woqid ibea' ha.ve befpce l!hem aA 
open fi,eld for an amipabl^ . race qf ambition. They 
might make as easy a partition of European Turkey^ 
wi^b the. Dauube as their line of separation, as we re<» 

<f ^lirly iatl799)) he would not have needed to have miiddan humi- 
*^ hating peace, nor wpuld h^ huve be^ driven at all intoaoew war, 
" and, in spch a case for a French consul to have imposed upon hit 
" subjects the burthen of building gun-boats, and to have threatened 
*' us with, invasion, would have been to have made himself the 
'* laughing stock of Europe.'' England^i^U^ 6Q. 
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member to have beea ina4e of Poland} and if on such 
an occasion the eastern p'^rt of Hungary should be 
paired off, I see not how the hemmed-in emperor of 
Amtria could help himself. 

What might be the farther joint projects of France 
Biid Ruma it is not possible to foretel; but perhaps it 
might not by any means be impracticable, having left 
the grand signior in quiet possession of his Asiatic do- 
minions, to convert him and the Sophi of Persia into 
auxiliaries on an expedition to Indostan ; on which 
occasion the invading armies, as they approached the 
Indus, gathering like a rolling snow ball, by an acces- 
sion of new auxiliaries, furnished by the king of Cabul 
and the Mahrattas, would doubtless pour over India a 
resistless torrent, bloUing out for ever all traces of jEn- 
gHsh dominion. 

Every view, then, we can take o(the state 6fthe no- 
tion, and every prospect which opens to the eye of 
foresight, speak with one and the same Yoice, impe- 
ratively bidding us, whether we would prepare for the 
struggles that approach^ or for averting the calamities 
which threaten, to change the ministry; to re- 
form the parliament, AND TO RESTOREnTO FULL 
VIGOUR AND ENE9GY THE MILITARY BRANCH OF 
THE CONSTJTUTION. 
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J\ LIST xif Staiesmeii and Philowphers, «f dialing 
gwabcd PajtrioU and Mien ef Lineratsre^ conversani 
miih public effsin, wbo^ ^ooording to authorities ia 
(pckssessioniof the Aatbor^ Mud of a iitettary friead^ have 
expressed themcelTes in fawur^ either of ^fair repre^ 
sealBition.of4i)e people^ orjdf short parliameiitsi. 



Abin§;doQ^ LorJ, 17 1^ 
Anglesey, Lord, lTl6 
Ashburnham, Ld. I7l6 
Ayiesbuiy, Ld. 17 iff 

«eaford,,D. of 1797 
©al^iufst, 1x1. 1716 ■ 
-B«t]ey,,5er.i 
Bajy-nesy J.1S 

Serkiwture, Ld. 171$ 
BiBgley,.Ld.i7l6 
Bristol^a. 1716 
Bruce, Ld. 1716 
Bigge,T.3 
Blackstone 
Bolingbroke 
Boothby, Sir B. 
Bromley, R. A.4 
Buchan, Ld. 
Bentley, — < Esq. 5 

1 Author of an admirable 
Letter to Mr. Wyvill, in 1780. 

2 Author of the third Ad- 
dress of the Society for Coa- 
stitutional Information. 

3 Author of tlie (Economist. 

4 Author of the Memorial of 
the Deputies, 1780. 

5 Author of Political Medi- 
tations on the present state of 
our affairs. By an Anglo-Sax- 
en, 1780. 



Burnet, Bishpp 
Burgh 

-Camden, O.' 

Chatham, Ld. '^ 

Clarendon, Ld. 

Carte 

Chester, Bp. 17 16 

Compton, Ld.J7l6 

ChurchUl, i.6 

, Dortmotttht Ld. }7lS 
* Darvrin 

Day 

Devonshire, Ld. 169^ 

Pisney, Dr. 

Dodson, Michael 

Drennan, Dr. 

Dunbar, Professor 

Effingham, Ld. 17S0 
Erskine 

Fenwicke, Dr. 

Flood 

Flawer, Benjamin 7 

Foley, Ld. 1716 

Fox 

6 A Vice-President of the 
Society for Constitutional tn« 
formation about 1780. 

7 Author of Remarks on the 
F.ConstitutionAc.2d. ed. 179)8. 
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Francis 
Frend, Williluft 

Gallway, Ld. 

Ouildford, Ld. 1716 

Gowcr, Ld. I7l6 

Grattan 

Grey 

Grigby, Joflhua, Esq. 

Griffitk, Edward, Esq. X 

Halifax, Ld. 1694 

Hartley, David 

Hereford, Bp. i7l6 

Holcroft 

Hume 

Hunter, Dr. (York) 

Holhs 

HoUis, T. Brand, Esq. 

Hall. Rev Jlobt. Cambridge 9 

HutcKbson 

Jebb 

Johnson, Dr. l5S8 

Johnson, Dr. • 

Jones, Sir William , 

Junius 

Kippis, Dr. 
Knox, Dr. 

Lansdowne, Marquis 

Lauderdale, Ld. 

Lee, John 

Ltndsey, Theo. 

Locke 

Lofft 

Ludlow 

Lloyd, Gam. Esq. 3 

1 A t^ice-Presidettt of the 
Societ)r £>r Constitutional Ix>- 
ibrmatip^, aliM^at'1780, 

2 Author of an Apology for 
the Freedom, of tlie Press, and 
General Liberty, 3d ed. i793. 

^ S Has corresponded ^l^t^n* 
«kely on Reform. 



Macaulay 
Mackintosh 
Macleod, N. 4 
Mansel, Ld. 1716 
Mason 
Milton 

Molesworth, Ld. 
Mountjoy, Ld. lTl6 
Mundy 5 

Norfolk, D. of 6 
Northampton, Ld. 1715 
Northcote, T. T 
Nottingham, Ld. 171CJ 
Northmore, Thos. Esq. 

Ogle, Deaai 

4 Author of Letters to IJMI 
people of North BrHaia. 

5 Author of Needwood Fo- 
eest. 

.6 At York on the 10th. of 
December, 1782, his Grace no- 
bly said — '^No person oottU 
<< be against the petition, ex- 
*' cept the proprietors of pur- 
" chased Boroughs. The coa- 
'< duct of Lord Galboay, the 
^^ proprietor of the borough ^ 
** Fontefractf who came thee* 
^' to support a measure,' ten- 
"^ ding to overthi-ow his own 
*' iatereit, and of aaother gcft- 
" tieman, then present, S, 
^^ JMrve, Esq. the proprietor 
'* of half a borough, ought «• 
^ he heid outas a reprmdi ta 
** those msn who wish to stand 
*' well with the people, anil 
■^ jet support in partilanen^ 
*^ with all their eloquence, the 
-^ withholdine fiwm them those 
** rights whiim tame has robbed 
<' them of." SeeWyvill'st^iA. 
papers. II. 67. 

- 7 Author eif observations on 
thel^atoral and Civil IU|hta of 
Maokind, 17ai« 
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Osborne, Ld. 17 i6 

Parr, Dr. 

Peirse, H. Esq. 

Petty, Sir W. 

Phillips, Geo. Esq. t 

Pitt 

Popple, Miles, Esq, ^ 

Puwlet, Ld. 1716 

Postiethwaite 

Price 

Priestley 

Prynne 

Ralph 

Rapii) 

Rees, Dr. 

Kichmond, D. of 

Rokeby, Ld. 

RousG.8 

Rochester!, Bp. 1716 

Rogers, Thomas, Esq. 4 

Randall,. Edw. Carobrid^^e 5 

Robinson, Rob. Cambridge 6 

Salisbury, Ld. \7l6 
Savile, Sir G. 
Sawbridge, J. 
Sharp, Granville 
Sheridan 
Shipley, Bp. 

1 Author of the Necessity of 
a^ Speedy and Effectual Reform 
in Parliament.! 

2 Author of Consideration 
lon jfteform. 

3 Author of an Essay on the 
Middlesex Election and the 
power of Expulsion. 

4 Author of occasional Let- 
ters under different signatures 
in 1774, one of which is pre- 
served in American Indepe»- 
.deiice the Interest and Glory of 
O.-B. p.9. 

5 Author of Freedom of Elec- 
tion tlic Law of the Land, t309. 

'6 Autlior of P4»Utioal Cate- 
chisn^ 3d. edit. t784. 



Shipley, Dean 
Shrewsbury, Ld. I716 
Somers, Ld. 
Somerset, Ld. 17 1 6 
Stevenson, Dr. 
Strafford, Ld.J7 16 
Swift 

Stuart, Dr. Gilb. 
Shore, Samuel, Esq. 
Shove, Alured Hen. Esq. 7 

Tadcaster, Ld. 17 16 
Temple, Rev. W. J. 
Thurlow, Ld. 
Tooke, J. H. 
Towers, Dr. 
Trevor, U. 17 16 
Townsend, James, Esq, 
Trecothick, James, Esq. « 

Wakefield 
Walker, G. 9 
. Walker, Thomas 
Watson, Bp. of Landaff 
Warner, Dr. 
Warton, Joseph 
Weston, Ld. 1716 
Weymouth, Ld, 1694 
White, Holt 10 
Wilkes 

Williams, David 
Willoughby, de B. Ld. 17l6 
Wyvill 

Walker, Adam, Esq. 11 
White, Dr. Snowden 

7 A Vice-President of the 
Society for Constitutional In- 
formation, about 1780. 

8 A Vice-President of the 
Society for Constitutional In- 
formation, about 1780. 

9 Autlior of a work in Co- 
nic Sections. 

10 Authors of Letters to Pa- 
ley. 
11 Lecturer in Philosophy. 
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iikhy eminent persons ftiighl doubtless hav^ been 
added to the foregoing, had I recollected iheir aanies> 
Or been acquainted with their sentiments: and the 
names of all those among the nobility, gentry, and 
cilergy, who, since the subject of parliamentary refor- 
hiation fi!*st engaged thfniilional attention, have either 
entered info societies, oi- acted on committees, dr voted 
in pariiament foi^ prbraoting that object, would swell 
the Hs« to thousands: and could we further add all 
those Englishmen, Irishmen, and Scotchmen, whose at- 
tachment to the constitution engaged them in the salne 
pursuit to sign, or to vole in public meetings for, peti- 
tions to the bouse of commons for such a reformation^ 
the number would amount to hundreds of thousands. 

Who, on the other side, I ask, have been the eminent 
Writers ? How many have been the independent and 
dimiterested members of parliament f And where have 
ever appeared the people? Of distinguished writers I' 
recollect none but Jenyns, Young, Pahy, and Burke; the 
two fiv^i, placemen; the third, a well-paid churchman; and 
the fourth, ended his factious career 9i pensioner. Had 
these persons used arguments against a constitutional 
representation and short parliaments, from whence it 
were possible to believe they wrote from incorrupt mo- 
tives, I should not have put additions to their names : 
what addition might be put to that of the author of 
"The Pursuits of Literature," if we knew it, I know 
not ; but from the contemptibleness of his reasoning on 
the subject, it is probable be faiU under one of the fore- 
going classes. ^ 

Add therefore to the slender band of such writersi, 
part of our borough*hplding peers, part of the few 
electors in our rotten boroughs, part of the house of 
commons, and part of those who ar^ ^iscpectants of 
court favour, and I should then be glad to know, what 
there ism this view of the case to prevent an immense 
national majority saving themselves from slavery and. 
misery, by an assertion of their rights? h\ the house 
of commons, the greatest division again3t the xeforn^ 
was under three hundred; but we are to remember that 

1 See Appeal, civil! and military on the j^ngli^ Cobstitotion; p. i^sf* 
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this is the very body to be reformed; and also to. recol- 
lect how many of them were immediately interestj^d ip 
tb^ baneful system; and how many were likewise iii. 
the open receipt of bribes in the form of office oremo* 
lument; circumstances under which^ had any man of. 
them given his verdict on an ordinary jurif, he would 
for ever have incurred an indelible stain ot infamy ; he 
would have become an out«cast from ^ocietv ; ope to 
whom no gentleman would have spoken^ and in v^hofe 
company nu honest i|iaa would havei been s^en^ 



riNift. 



. [Trinted by B. Flower, Harlam,^ 
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